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SOMALTIA

REPORT ON AN AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL VISIT

AND CURRENT HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS

esty International visit to Somalia in
The visit took place 1n response to an

e, made in the wake of the

on human rights
n was first made

olitical

This report concerns an Amn
June 1989 - its first for 20 years.
invitation from President Mohamed Siad Barr
publication by Amnesty International of a major report
violations in Somalia. Between the time that the invitatio

and the visit, the governmen d a General Amnesty for p
prisoners and had made other

onal’s delegates had extensive talks with senior

Amnesty Internat
government officials, including the President, and received assurances of
the government’s interest in human rights and of its intention to maintain

report includes an account

communication with Amnesty International. This
< conclusions, together with its

of these talks and Amnesty International’
ut ways of improving protection

recommendations to the Somali Government abo
for human rights further, including legal and institutional reforms. The

main recommendations were previously submitted to the government on 2

October 1989.
a, there were new arrests

Eleven days after the delegation left Somal i

of government critics, followed by anti-government demonstrations at
mosques in Mogadishu, and mass arrests by the security forces. Forty-six of
those detained were reportedly extrajudicially executed on the night of 16
July, and about 50 more of those arrested are unaccounted for

hose arrested was Ismail Jumaale Ossobleh, the country’s most

' :coner of conscience (from 1969 to

1 for many other prisoners of

conscience. Adopted by Amnesty International once again as a prisoner of
conscience, he was released on 21 October 1989, after Over three months’

detention without being charged with any offence.

11so covers these and other new violations of human rights
ty International’s current concerns about them.

prominent lawyer,
1973) who later acted as defence counse

This report
and describes Amnes

eraly International 2, Amunesty international
2 itihnuﬁ|m‘ﬁ3ﬂa_

sita@ lealiana
Ly ?iODocumﬁﬂﬂle ' r'!' liow
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itions of P ‘civilians hu s
conditi . unarmed civilians by the
- ¢ rajudicial Execﬁl?gsagZas affected by confljct .
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rgani
enalty- i
the death p .ym;uﬁlﬂf'
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2 1 AmnE.'St.Y Interna?l ?n:}f}gs and it E,,« .
ing the reporkt, man rights V10 a _ 1t put f
s to halt hu his end. These reco

rﬂ |
ions to T T
mmendat 103 some months before publication

a e he gUV ern ment ; ; _F th e .r,ep Urt{% "FTE Yo
bmitted 1:;{3 t . ub] 1cat10n 0 : by ;“ :. L-_..i-;-;-jjl"'"-"‘:f'
s Foy ﬂgrlre]gigent Mohamed Siad Barre ;ﬁﬁ 3
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1 to visit Soma

.sed a number of prisoners of
1 1988 the gOVerIIET Coners. In a further inportant move
1989, the gﬂvgrnment declared a General .AmRe‘iH k
January 5y “overnment also proposed a date 1D APY
?rf:gﬁ::{?t;na]’esgvisit to Somalia, but subsequently Y'EQUEStgd"—"}w-;
N

iy ‘*’-‘j*:} R
postponement. 15

ater 1
conscience and other

: % _Egzéii:.

Amnesty International’s y'isit to Soma]@ took |:_)'I gLﬂ
then, most prisoners of conscience and political prisoners
International had already been released under the General w
the months leading up to the visit therg appeared to I?e"a_ i
change in the human rights situation, with the authorities allowing

freedom of association and expression of opinion, including m

critical of the government.

-----
L T .



2 THE AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL VISIT

Amnesty International’s delegation visited Somalia from 24 June to 2 July

1989. This was the organization’s first visi
isit to the country for 20 years.
Ihe_:hgnssecrgtary general qf Amnesty International, Mr Mar{in EnnaTi,ahzd
b;§1re thoma11a for talks y1th the government in May 1969, a few months
ore the Supreme Revolutionary Council assumed power. In 1979 Amnesty

International twice requested the government to receive a delegation to
elegates was granted

disguss human_rights concerns but, as only one of the d
a visa, the mission could not proceed. More recently, in February 1988 the

government had not allowed an Amnesty International d
‘ ‘ elegate to go to
Somalia to observe the trial of six former members of parliament and

others.

The main aims of the June 1989 visit were to develop better

commqnicatinn between Amnesty International and the Somali Government and
to discuss the organization’s work and concerns directly with the

suthorities. With the release before the visit of most prisoners of
al, meetings were expected to focus on future

concern_tn Amnesty Internation
protection of human rights in Somalia through legal and institutional
International’s past

reforms, in addition to fol
concerns and learning more about the constitutional and legal background to
the utmost importance

human rights issues. Amnesty International attaches
to the introduction of statutory and other changes to provide guarantees

for the future protection of human rights.

Amnesty International’s delegates were Professor Kevin Boyle,
the University of Essex in the United Kingdom and a

Professor of Law at
citizen of Ireland, and a <taff member from Amnesty International’s

International Secretariat.
m of meetings for the delegation was arranged with

the assistance of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The delegates met
President Mohamed Siad Barre, Prime Minister Mohamed Ali Samater, Dr

Abdirahman Jama Barre, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Ahmed Suleiman
of the Interior, Mr Mohamoud Saeed Mohamed, Minister of

Abdallah, Minister
Justice and Religious Affairs, and Dr Abdirahman Hassan Matan, Minister of

An extensive progra

jals whose areas of responsibility

t the following offic
ternational has been concerned:

They also me
bout which Amnesty In

involve matters a
dministration of law: Dr Mohamed

_ officials responsible for the a
Omar Farah, the State Attorney General, Dr Nur Hassan Hussein, the
National Security Court Attorney General, Colonel Dr Al

Abdelrahman, the Attorney General of the Supreme Military Court,
and Dr Abdirahman Mohamed Omar, Chief State Counsel (legal adviser

to the President);
ation of justice: Dr Hassan

tional Security Court, and

officials responsible for the administr
f the Supreme Court;

Yusuf Nur, the Vice-President of the Na
Dr Ahmed Hassan Sheikh, the President ©

security servi
1 Mohamed Jibril
Major General

ce, prison servi
Mussa, Commander of the National

the heads of the
Ahmed Elmi Sahal, Comman

Brigadier Genera
Security Service,
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. ..~ General Ahmed Jama.ﬁ i

dier
d Brige C pae
4 1 orps: po1ice FOrees .
. {;ustﬂd‘la] Somﬂ11 P the gﬂvernment"f?s—f.f,’
OO lallE uS?:;nt i"togHuE respond to complaints o the:
vohamoud “iing C mgecember lgﬁvernmental organizations g,o.0U
M Pravest195 “yp 10 2Ty non-997%5 osident of the Natjgpay=™
Fvernnent, 2y jolat 9 pe isfar?iggine Transport and Ports, =
g rig tiona! * 0 S
man rna ' Ster " . oy e g e e
;TI;:HESFJ' Ig:}:sr‘t and ini : tred on c]ar]f'lcat']o"ﬂ 1“ 1!
security ; Ofﬁ-cia]s Cenmtect"-'d or failed H;_}
th govern™ . nd the 132 ; particular cases of human pjq
Talks WTCOnStitUtTUnd human l""'ghts.": human rights. Amnegfl_f__-.__,i-__,_l
o which.thé‘] Ty recog 1296 protectic ﬂimpr“ﬂvements m_huma__g ‘ahts e
fnternatmﬂa the f tur e]camEd thEA nesty Internatmna] S report in.-
5 bk They noted that the"

Nt tionss & jegates W= = Lon o
yiolat1%o 0115 de Jicat10 mnesty. €a tharsy
red i i b e north of the country pma

. i

b ove _ hts, Bl )
?Eptembncy which thefgprotectmg h Elict should not be used as a =
; gdoning abuses committed ‘-~_
ittTﬂg Or C? -latEd to the armEdfg ic

oGl

.+ion from the Somali Natign
“ont has faced _a;m$gtggg?$$ed when the SNM attacked tyq
ern towns, t . SN dRE
Sgr}mﬂf?nuing n Fh?tnoﬁh;&);g S:rts of the south durg?g 1n|
opposition activi yhich the government is responsi e : een indire
rights abuses for W flict, with members of the Issaq clan constityt
linked to the armed con SNM draws much of 1ts support from this clap,
' bhe mmitted by the SNM. Amnesty

? u?eapn;’:?onal has condemned the killing by the SNM of governméﬁ%é
sgcurity officials in Burao on 27 May 1988. ;. .

-t s ol |
Tl
e
- -

. - - tional, government m1
In their meetings with Amnesty Interna )
officials recognized their responsibility to protect human *_‘?:?}1.;4;1-_-
uphold the rule of Taw, and the need also for safeguards to protect

A LU

individuals against abuse of power even when armed opponents were placin

¥,
& w oAb
s

SLAa

.:-..,_:'-.'I_'_. b e

e

the security of the state at risk. They undertook also to "cooperate w
Amnesty International - specifically, to respond in future to m
and appeals from Amnesty International, to which they had rarely vrespon
in the past. The authorities made available copies of various legal ta
requested by Amnesty International’s delegates and stated that ?f‘
5?5;553"'”“ to observe the National Security Court in session j:

ol A ¥as
..- I- !-. : -'_.I_ A )
- |}

politically-motivated sources for its i

violations in Somalia. However

assertion: it is an caniesty International rejects this

. Ak
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which the Government of Somalia has itself ratified or said 1t intends Lo

ratify.
nal’s delegates met a numbey of

During the visit, gmnesty Internatio
d with human rights, including Ismail Jumaale Ossoblen,
. and Yusuf Osman

individuals concerne
a pruminent lawyer who has defended politic

' adopted as 4

st 20 years’

Samantar, a lawye
ience by Amnesty Interna '
1989.

prisoner of conscien
of certain individuals that

detention without trial.
sed by or on behal f
s if they met Amnesty

Because of fears expres
they might be arrested or suffer other reprisal
International’s delegates, Amnesty International requested and was given
sssurances by the authorities, i isit, that its
delegates could meet anyone t

reprisals for meeting them.
1 Jumaale Ossobleh was a

that Ismani
Somalia. The government denied that Ismail Jumaa
ternational’s delegates 1in Mogadishu or being
y International about human

for meeting Amnesty In
' ' ion to Amnest

RAJUDICIAL EXECUTIONS

3. RECENT_ARRESTS AND EXT
Within two weeks the
government arres ' st promin 13 July, in
Mogadishu and elsewhere. ' the lawyer mentioned above,
Jumaale Ossobleh; :vh Abdirashid Sh f1, the lmam of
i Aden Abdullah Osman, a former government
ntar Abdi, an

ia’s first President; Abdisalam Sama
rested in Garowe; and several other religious

leaders. d been among S€

On 14 July, the day after the arrests, there were protest
many mosques 1n Mogadishu and violent clashes between
Several soldiers Were killed and many

demonstrations at
demonstrators and security forces.
were shot by the security forces. The government stated that

demonstrators
23 people had been killed and 59 wounded but
he real totals Were nuch higher. A curfew Was mposed in
e large-scale arrests 0

sources t
Mogadishu and during the next three days there Wer
t opponents, who were arrested by
ere held by the National

demonstrators and suspec
or at their homes. Some W
ody at Danane

coldiers in the streets
but most were taken into military police cust
adishu, or in military

Security Service
50 kilometres southwest of Mog

military camp,
dishu.

premises in Moga
from the Medina district of

Those detained includ
Mogadishu, mostly members of the Issaq clan picked out pecause of their
clan origin, who Were€ arrested on 16 July and executed extrajudicially that
night by cpldiers on a heach at Jezira, 30 kilometres southwest of

ed 46 people
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tion of Ismail Jumaale Ossobleh

annesty International Was. "% o et meetings to overthrow the government:
an 11legal assembly,d ?n oesession of seditious and anti-government
_inciting tr U}I‘b]eﬁea::a;nof, however, charged with these or any othep

5??;;;5:: wnl.sfn{;fficial sources have suggested that the Fi '
seeking to link him with the opposition United Somali J{
opposition group formed in Italy 1n gar‘]y 1989 by_member‘s

clan from Mogadishu and the sgrmundmg areas, which decl \hqg
for the SNM and armed opposition to the government. ﬁf;
this large southern clan, Amnesty International believes tha . he had pq

been involved in using or advocating violence against the
was not a member of the USC. . a

ke

y
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Ismail Jumaale Ossobleh, a former political journal aind Min:
Information in the last civilian government in 1969, is a former n
[

Jh

of conscience who was detained without charge or trial for four vese

I.
3 - F
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~Tormer pri
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the present government assumed power in October 1969. As a oron
lawyer (for a long time President of the official 3
Corporation) he has defended prisoners of conscience’ ih nale
trials over the last 15 years, including most recen B,
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;g?ggitf;fhimDrisqnment were not disclosed), on the

Celcomed by Amnesty Internatiun21ame?hi13d Barre's government, has been

I : S AL overnment 1

Lcene T e s A el s S
= : . gthey pe | X |

believed to be still detained at the tiEeUE¥Ewiqiﬁi;Ed 3 el

rnment to investigate
of 46 prisoners al

(whose identities or g
20th anniversary of Pr

Amnesty International has al
100 so urged th
reports of the extrajudicial executinngby so?d%iii

Jezira beach on 16 July,
connection with the 14 July distu

rbances ' '
or are unaccounted for. In response 1o rzgir5t111 Y311 1ne

beach, and after initially denying that they had occurred,
y the chairperson of the

established a committee of inquiry, headed b
f the People’s Assembly, aqd reportedly including
However, its precise

members of the armed forces and security services.
composition and the progress of investigations are not

terms of reference,
known to Amnesty International.

although they occurre
have been taken int

The‘events in July 1989, d after the Amnesty

: Internat1ona1 visit to Somalia, 5 account by Amnesty

o International in drawing up this < in Somalia and in
ndations to the government for improve

formulating the specific recomme
human rights protection which it contains.

This section contains a summar
. 3¢ talks with govern

' J U8 conclusions a

4.1 THE RULE OF LAW
ion of human right

s depends on the observance of the rule of law
£ law and human rights. These are

The protect
instruments adopted by the

as defined by internati
contained in a wide range of internationa
ons, including he Internat1ona1 Covenant on civil and Political
' , and the Convention against Torture and

United Nati
t or Punishment. The

Degrading Treatmen
ts would signal the

Other Cruel, Inhuman Or | '
ion of these jmportant human rights instrumen
the rule of law.

ratification _
gavernment’s determination to uphold

The following comments oOn the question of the rule of 1aw in Somalia

to Amnesty {nternational prior to 11s

ublished in its 1988
ceived in Mogadishu.

delegates’ Vi
r9p°rt)i

vts and associated

ocedure

Code 1962) and the Criminal Pr
pied ; : ir trial. Offences

ablished by the P
rds relevant to fa
safeges The 1aws and the

which incor orate ‘
: ¢ investigated by the police.




are administered by tp.
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tration of into fﬂrce'delegat

ve not, in general, conceppay =
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y_Laws and_the National Security Court
ecuri n political offences. Thaca

and CUUI"FS gover 54 of 19 | -f’I‘J
A quite distinct set of 1305 HCeocunity Law (LW B ooy, which i S

taws, particularly TUF (established bY 1 troduced by a decree of the ' th
National Security CUE‘:.Ca] offences, Were mfter‘ it assumed’ pojas %ﬁ_f
a1l security and polTEA<C, g 4p 1970 soon AVEEl L o NI Ch e aceniai

P Revo]upunarg The National Se?umty t 'nvésti ate 'l“‘
ititary coup in.JoL 150 established 1N 1970 to i 47 igt ‘l.“,:!.;_‘., _‘
to the President, wa1s*hea National Security Court 1Sha l]Hnas er_"et
security offences. UG Fcourt Attorney General WO ZS SPPEINCEESOUSSINS
special National SecUriz oo n4 " as are the judges of ‘the Nationalssses

answerable only to the 2 security Court is a special court w chien

s t]ﬂna 3 s Lo
Security Court. The Na : 1°s de]egates by gﬂvernment n"_

| nesty Internationd. - Lclalssats
Ef Scr:;faeg 'Foiﬁgltitu{fon although it has e"”t?dhﬂ?: zodyga:'s_ There seep,
Do Move by the government to dispense With 1- @i BEINGREHERENNNNN,
1?'3 deeals with under the jurisdiction of the ordinary courts.

Complain
the ordinary ¢
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Complaints of human rights violations concern
laws and institutions, which are seriously at variance with —ﬁ;-r;._;;_;{]._t{_ﬁ-..

legal rights, including standards for fair trial. e

In 1979 a new Constitution was introduced to ?"Eplage the the 196]
Constitution which was suspended by the Supreme Revo]utmnam';;gj"

it assumed power in October 1969 and its chairman became '_i;..?*:.:-.r.:,. ois
Somali Democratic Republic. The 1979 Constitution gave supreme authows+

to the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party, the only permitted polsss
party, and its politbureau, headed by the President, and abolished the
Supreme Revolutionary Council. Bl
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With regard to the constitutional protection of hu
Constitution states that it "shall recognize the Hl
Human Rights and generally accepted rules of international lawh ¢,

'l'l.-.-" g
/' 1da

19). Article 113 of the Constitution states that laws  incAreats

The Constitution specifies that a Consti . . “introc
nstituti ourt camn

Supreme Court and members of the People’s A %

the Constitution should be amended within one year E
by the President should decide on the constituy varliament
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nges in national security legislation, particularly to the

major cha
Security Law and the National Security Court.

National

The President of the Supreme Court informed
. ‘ Amnesty | ' :

?S;Sga§$? E2225E2$ Cﬂnsg1tut10na1 Court had never been innﬁzigﬂ%t1g?ile5
e L Tut security institutions have continued to operate under
di vt tht;un Just as before, without this ever being challenged in
de]ibérate intent}e national sgcurity laws. which were enacted with the
Ul i jon nf departing from the due process of law, have been

; ince 1979 on the grounds that they are incompatible with the

Constitution.

On 2 July 1989 the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party central

ggmgittee decided tha@ the qustitutinna1 Court should be convened within
ays. No further information on whether it has been convened or, if so,

what issues it has addressed, 1S '
. : presently available to Amnesty
International. Whether or not the convening of the Constitutional Court

would lead to a thorough review of and chan ' :
_ ges to national security law
and the National Security Court remains to be seen. : :

The Constitution states that the State Attorney General shall ensure
he laws of the country and "shall ensure that the

the strict observance of t
decisions, orders and direction of State institutions are in accordance
with the Constitution and the laws of the country" (articles 104.1 and

the President of the Supreme Court and the State Attorney

104.2). However,
isdiction over national security matters. The National
Attorney General of

General have no jur

Security Service, the National Security Court and the

the National Security Court are directly responsible only to the President

of the Republic. The State Attorney General is thus unable to carvy out

the role allocated to him by the Constitution. The police and prisons are

tute as institutions of the armed forces and therefore

he President as Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. 1n

the Minister of the Interior

1 security matters,
d forces - the army, National

of the arme
isons - as, for example, during the

d-July 1989.

coordinates the operations

Security Service, police and pr
disturbances 1n Mogadishu 1n mi

Fnormous powers are thu

Secretary General o
The President 1is in direct con
and all branches of the

of its politbureau.
state power, including the security institutions
d the Constitution is so drafted that no provision obstructs

judiciary, an
f all decision-making should he wish 1t.

his exercise O
m which has obstructed progress in implementing the rule
of security agencies which have carried
d alleged government opponents. In
the ordinary police must

A major proble
existence of a range

of law is the
detained and interrogate

out arrests, .
cases falling under the National Security Law,
ted persons to the National Security Service, which has 1ts

hand over arres
own detention centres for interrogation of suspects, such as "Godka", 1ts
headquarters 1in Mogadishu, as well as other unacknow)edged

Benadir Region '
' These other security agencies, whose powers are not
rate in virtual secrecy,

1cafe houses". ‘
properly defined or coordinated, and which ope

include the following:
red berets, who also

the military police, identifiable by their rec
form the Presidential Guard: they are responsible to'the aymed
forces command and to the President, and have the main duty of
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4_2 PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE AND OTHER POLITICAL PRISONERS

?ggiizgnégt?:nizlzgilybe]ie¥es Ezat large numbers of people have been

T [ years ToOr eir opinions or because of their cl
321§;n’ indlwere prisoners of conscience. Al1l such people who Lzre iznwn
: nesty nternational and adopted by it 1n previo '

of conscience were released 1n late 1988, or in the 1
1989 under the General Amnesty. :

ional has welcomed the General Amnesty announced in

hich hundreds of_prisuners of conscience and other
d for indefinite periods without

~ison sentences, WEre released

Amnesty Internat
January 1989, under Ww
political prisoners, both people detaine
charge or trial and others serving long P
2gtween January and May }989. The gnuernment gave no indication at the

ime of Amnesty International’s visit that the General Amnesty Was not
all political prisoners

§t111 in force and qpp]icab1e, at the least, to
imprisoned at the time it was promulgated. No time 1imit or conditions had

been attached to i 2

Prisoners of conscience released since 1988 whose Cases had been

publicised by Amnesty Internationa

5 lawyer and former member of

_ Yusuf Osman Samantar ("Berde’ad”),
1975 and for several other

parliament, detained without trial since

periods since 1969;

_  some 2,000 Ethiopian civilian detainees who had been abducted from
Ethiopia during the 1977-1978 war and were_freed in August 1988 in an

exchange of prisoners of war and CiVv1
governments of Ethiopia and Somalia;

belonging to
National Secur

organization;
Omar Arteh Ghalib,

Tsmail Ali Abokor, former Vice—President, and :
former Foreign Minister, and four other furmer‘members of parliament,
who were tried by the National Secufity Qourt in

with Abdi Ismail Yunis, @ former uni . .
architect, and over 20 others detained sS1NCE 1982. Eight were

condemned to death path sentences were later
commuted), five Were senten and others were

o

(although their d
ced to long prison terms,

ashi Madar, 3 biochemistry gra

who was arres ;
ife by the National Security Court

nant and was jailed for 1 _
months bership of 2 subversive

nd eight other religious 1e
ational gecurity Cour

d to death 1n 1 _ :
sentences " .+ing religion for creating nat
e later commuted);

ssaq clan who were arrested 1n

_ hundreds of

duate and employee of a United
ted in 1985 when she was nine

aders Who Were
t in Mogadishu
ional disunity and
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its visit, the Government stated that on the basis of inquiries by t}
relevant authorities half of the prisoners were no longer detainec

were not detained in the prisons where Amnesty M] cai
been held, and in other cases where the information was more d:
obtain (referring principally to prisoners held in the north)
investigations would continue and a reply would be provide
International in due course. (No further information on

fact, been received). Officials pointed out
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Some could be still held at the time of writing

The Amnest) ‘nati
 eace OfTF%ﬂTﬁﬂaIB;iz:aE;ina] delegation appealed to the President for the
Beve still beina held inLH”i aﬁq rour other women political prisoners who
the National Security C -3199153 central prison, after being imprisoned b
o O _‘Loutt between 1984 and 1987. The government lat >
nesty International that all five were released in Augusi ?589

The cases | :
B on mtiziihof t\:o 10Ijg—term detainees still held in Labatan Jirow
1G0rernrent‘ a1tigzqiﬂﬁ311a Tere also brought to the attention of the
: 3 : s 0 reply has yet been received to indi
- W 3 T "“ ~ - O 1“ “c
they have been freed or their cases reviewed: ERSE MIRRNET

- Ahmed Dhor A st ‘ . ‘
" sincg ?gggsaxah. a district judge detained without charge or
-  Hussein Mohamed Nur, an Ethiop ‘ ' -
LRI : pian pilot detained since 1976 or 1977:
228h3d+1nexpﬂ1cab1y‘not been released under the terms of the August
988 exchange of prisoners of war and other internees.

Another po'ljtic:a] prisoner believed to be still held in Mogadishu
central prison 1s b_!ohamoud Ismail Mohamed, an army colonel, formerly head
of the army’s foreign relations department, who was convicted of espionage

n }981 and sentenced to 28 years' imprisonment. Amnesty International
helieves he could be a prisoner of conscience, imprisoned on account of his

opinions or his Issaq clan origin.

The situation of people arrested for political reasons in mid-July 1989

after Amnesty International’s visit is described above in section 3.
Amnesty International welcomes the release in October of Ismail Jumaale
Ossobleh. Abdulkadir Aden Abdullah Osman and Abdisalam Samantar Abdi, whom

it adopted as prisoners of conscience, and the release of others on 1
November. It has asked the government for details of other people released

by presidential amnesty on 21 October and whether others who were arrested
in mid-July on account of their opposition to the government are still

detained.

rnational is concerned that laws remain in force under

h or imprisoned for long periods for
:tical offences which do not necessarily involve the use
f violence. The definition of a crime in terms of national
security 1s extremely vague and such offences attract extremely severe
penalties. For example, the National Security Law makes the death penally

for "organizing a subversive organization®, "exploiting religion
o i i - and "organizing a strike”. The same law

for creating national disunity”, . : -
provides f’og long prison terms for "participating in a subversive i
"no <ion of seditious material”, and "yumour-mongering

jzation", "pOSSEsS _ -
organizat il o e have been convicted of these offences in recent

; ism). Peopl ,
(afminshar-1s%)_ ed fg death or sentenced to long prison terms. 1t appears
' were prisoners of

years and condemned tO SEC-T
1t that many such people
i B hyuhom A?nnesty International’s delegates
ded to abolish the

to Amnesty Intern _
- ccience. Yet no official wit _
cansCAREE e \at the government inten

+ aave any indication t ‘
et gave any indication that fhe SOEEC Ty
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Article 26 of the Constitution states that no one may be ¢
except when apprehended in flagrante delicto or pur‘suant_t‘q q |
and that anyone arrested "on grounds of security” must be brought bef
the competent judicial authority within the time 1imit prescribed by

B Y

The Criminal Procedure Code states that a person must be brought befor
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court within 48 hours of arrest (article 39) and must be tried wit
maximum period of 180 days after arrest (article 47). The State
General and other officials confirmed to Amnesty International
that this was the Tegal situation, and maintained that this
practice. However, in cases falling under the a
includes all political cases, the time 1imits of detenti
were removed by Supreme Revolutionary Council decrees
provision for habeas corpus, which in the “‘
un]awfu? detention, is not applicable to
security Law. There is thus no effective legal i

unlawful detention, > Tegal
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A recent amen -
B 1089) a1teregmi22 tﬁﬁart1ﬁ1e 26 of the Constitution (Law no 13 of
BN Fa<ted. on suspicion UE Lasg arrested on the grounds of security" i 4
PEREYaT and other official aving committed an offence". The Stateygttzr
ESrect of this aWEﬂdwmm%é s told Amnesty International’s delegates that Qiy
powers of Regional Se was that the Power to Detain Law and the detent‘IEE
Amnesty Iﬂternationa]gzréz¥ Committees were therefore "null and void". G
formally repealed. egates proposed that these laws should be

LB 15 N0% :
affects the indel?i:tzﬂpﬂzgiigg]Igzizﬁigéﬁni},Shnweuera %gag Ll S
et : : : omeone he or
rgfzi:;gaiéﬁzh;nhgt?oﬁ:%pgzzﬁiii;fgncetundzr tge Nz}iona1 Security Law or

. * _ _ ourt and ordered by a judge to be
2§§zg?$ﬂtfﬂr'}nvest1gat1nn. Amnesty International be{ieuis %hat this
e pr010n1oga Emendment cannot be a complete safeguard against indefinite
P hge_ arbitrary detention unless and until the National Security Law
1s brought 1nto conformity with article 26 of the Constitution, and there
1S an‘oppqrtun1ty to appeal against alleged arbitrary detention on
c0n§t1tut10na1 grounds. The Commander of the National Security Service
denied that_anyone was arrested for the expression of their opinions, only
for committing what he called a "erime”. Amnesty International believes,
however, that many people have been detained arbitrarily and for political
reasons, without firm evidence that they have committed a recognizable

criminal offence.

After the arrests of mid-July 1989 Amnesty International asked the

government why those arrested, such as Tsmail Jumaale Ossobleh, had not
been taken to court within the time limit of 48 hours or otherwise charged

with specific offences, but received no reply. The experience of these
prisoners indicates that the 48-hour 1imit on detention without charge,
which was not respected 1n the past by the various arresting and detaining

agencies, 1S <til1l being ignored.

d be informed of the provisions of
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and do

not 4 A
ensure Tair rial cannot co

v P . m
flawed 1N its basic role. PEnsat

As well as these procedur

~avely concerned that al deficiencs

gecent years WEre wrongnillalq{ de‘ceﬂt_lants n Nii%gﬁmqe“b’ International is

:ndependence of the court VG CHEC ey oS cUGLLY, COUL Byl

others convicted of membe{?shi 1S applies to the {r"?e’iause of the lack of

1982, of nine religious 'Ieadefl of a subversive or HERS 01_: doctors and

nexploiting religion for cre t? condemned to deai%aﬂ1zat1on in Hargeisa in

v]‘ce_President and three Otha 1Ng national disunit }.n 1986 for allegedly

ere -ondemned to death or SEY‘ former members of ya i_a"d of the former

e r treason. However 7 tﬁ“tenced to long pris‘; rliament and others who
’ eSe prisoners were fr2e5?2ﬂ5112 Figruary el

ate 1988 or under

the General Amnesty of 1989.

There was insufficient op :
portunity f

of members of the armed forces b or the delegates to di .
: y courts marti 0 discuss trials

g:?g;aggge, Emﬁggiyogn\:t‘:chi'though requestedial;agnii: tte Armed Forces

2 arrﬁ O rnational had received report F;hﬂwded i)

0 e army ad been wounded in the fighting 1 s that several members

centenced to long prison terms in early 1989 af%e:h“tkhe north were

demgns;cra:::}cﬂnt]n Moggmshu alleging that they were no?:yrn;ide' ;

medica’ ab 19'.1&;02 in bother care. Courts martial, against thlngdade_qqate

th{?TE 1S D€ 1d eth o be no right of appeal, are reported to h e decisions

prisonerSARSERes in 1988 and 1989, although no statistics a?*ieai{;‘}nqleameed

ik Dtge;ngoggng:é?ﬂ ?__'f_pﬁ]titi%a] prisoners violate fundamental

: e air trial in even more extr
are summary tr'!a]s by ﬂ_ﬂhtar‘y courts of civilians arreste?imeinwﬁfn‘er L‘:\es?‘
areas, and administrative sentencing by Regional Security Committeesg cy

j) Summary Military Trials of Civilian
nternational had received information that in areas affected b
flict along the borders with Ethiopia, "emergency courts" (or {
litary courts” as they are sometimes called in Somalia) have

to the government, and in

lian detainees sccused of opposition
have ordered executions which were carried out almost
[t seemed that such summary trials

a] denied the existe
t Attorney General

nilitary courts and both he and the Military Cour Gene
confirmed that military courts had no legal powers to try civilians. In
. December 1984 1n

response to 1n uiries about a suymmary trial i _
p : demned to death for alleged involvement with the
1 indicated that the

which 45 people Were con
mmediately executed, the Attorney Genera e
' ' not a military court.

s under Emergency Requlations

Amnesty I
armed con
"mobile mi
judged civi
many Cases
immediately.

The State Attorney Gener

nce of such summary
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. refused legal
trial were He explained that

cy- ;
that the defeﬂdﬂnftion for demen y ttees special powers

. B * et ‘
ﬂgpffgéﬁfaﬂsrlmand the righ SEC””tyhcsentenCes were reviewed

:ons gav the Head of State. HE ¥ 3
SErgEne reg”;:ét%h penally ay thaa1though oL <tate of emergency

to impose the LLL S commander, torms of a ti1 it
‘onal] military ¢ ey Theibele s m 1980 until 1
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said that this was P€ ea
wh;ch was in force 1N border ar 1t of a Peacerocedures were summary but

"lapsed" in Apri resentation and to
Sa'ig that under Emer‘gency.r to ]egéﬂ dEfenCe Y‘E,‘-'P kn{)W] edgE‘:, however,

that defendants had th nesty Internat omergencys and no £
BEBIL oD fOn C]emency'a'l-rgnﬂguncement 0 nb]ishEd by the authorities

there has been no form t have been pu £ the legal A5
| lated to 1 unaware of
Fe’glg;?:n?r{ ﬁggy;;ggg ;:relus appear to hagg]'?ﬁﬁgd which seriously affected

situation and also of proce

i e T £ other instances of “3
- eports 2 : : e {{;l*
Amnesty International has received r1588 2 “Gebileh near HargeTsa: |

for example in early
jty Committees

"emergency courts”, X%

i1) Administrative Sentencing by Regional SECEE et

: ' inistrative, security and
Regional Security Committees, Wh:lg?ec?gltp”r;é?niﬂning security in Somghgg
police officials and are respop. o = Jy yhich is located the capital of = = =
18 regions, including Benadir Regiofn (I LRy %) der periods of
Mogadishu), are empowered since 1980 not OMLJY ‘o tCt e earilin te oot
administrative detention without chargé on securi ng e 1=1:13' Lo }
days but also to impose prison sentences for aﬂegﬁ_ secut1 YO %
without any form of hearing or appeal. Cases of t 1shsor' agpeal’ T;
been rare in Mogadishu, but in the other regions of the country thewe |

said to be more cases. e

P ﬁrﬁ:ﬁ {‘" <k
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One recent case of a prisoner of conscience receiving an

administrative sentence is that of Hussein Mohamed Egeh, a ]
accountant. Arrested in Mogadishu on 12 June 1988, he was given a two-yea

prison term on 23 September 1988 for allegedly "opposing the unity of the
country and giving false information to foreigners about the countpy."

was administratively imposed by the Benadir Regional Security Commi:

the capital, which consisted of the committee’s chairman (who is the M
of Mogadishu), the Regional National Security Service Commander. an

Regional Police Commander. Hussein Mohamed Egeh was freed in
under the General Amnesty before serving the full prison term. Am
International adopted him as a prisoner of conscience. and belieue

fact imprisoned because of his Issaq clan origin an

a]t”:; he British embassy, which the government appears to
EH_ criticisms of human rights violations in Somal 4t
ritain or broadcast by the British Broadcdstine b
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such an administrative procedure of sentencina
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4.5 TORTURE

particular. [t included testimonies
933'!‘;”‘3;‘0” EY ?Ditm"s of a_number of°?o?3£?~“‘{{§ri"d reports on the medical
visit, mge; y "_er‘natmnaPs delegaties were tolgre victims. During their
proh1b]te y Ar:‘tm]e 27 nf 1§he Constitution. How that torture was
estgbhsh that it was a criminal offence pun%shamz“’ebr, they could not
claimed that torture hardly ever occurred. No instany law. Officials

or prqsecuhgn of any security official for torture cﬁﬁ?d"ﬁ investigation
qfﬁma]s, with the exception of a single police inquiry c e cited by
into allegations of ill-treatment by a police officer w%o ﬁ?mi R T

suspended from duty.

The Commander of the National Security Service and other officials

stated that alleged torture injuries which, in published r
sttributed by Canadian medical doctors to the iEchtion oip?:?;i}eﬁi ‘ng
scars caused by traditional Somali medical practices,

burns, were actually
which include burning with fire. However, these traditional practices
ts of the body in patterns and places

result in scars on certain par
completely different to scars which were identified as having been caused
by deliberate cigarette burns in evidence cited in Amnesty International’s

1988 report.
tional included the

Other torture methods reported by Amnesty Interna
"Mig® or "Vigs = which some officials claimed not to be torture but a
normal punishment in schools and the armed forces - where a person Was tied
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL’S RECOMMENDAT IONS = :
_ The government should consider ways of ensuring the early

implementation of the specific §afegu§rds L‘il -
recommended by Amnesty International in 1988 (reproduced h

the Appendix), including both the implementatiﬂﬁ'}’%’"

i . i
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provided for by existing laws and new measures,
-~ Thorough and impartial investigations should be made
allegations of torture and those found to be respon
torture should be brought to justice. @~
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.rged, in National Securj SO Dbeen
cY adishu. Accordi r1ty Service ; neld for ye
in Mo9 1ng to Amne (nvest ars, with
rrive risoners were routine1ysty In ernati%ﬁt{ﬁn Centrectﬂn'bE‘ﬂg
ortured al%s {hfepcalyovch as” God
and 1on ntormatio > 300K3
g-s n, newly

ere held incommuni . ta :
1cado, in e ater stages DfF Prisoners might
thEir detﬂﬂti%n

fhey. = Tk |
no ; ed and unhygienic

in all official prisons, that j;
’ is,

CUStﬂdia] Corps, famﬂy visit Priso i

~ymitted, relatives can se dS are allowed s administered b
ble. However nd f00d; and maii.an,COnres y the Somalj
: , Some political DTisEEd1Ca] treatmeﬂinqe .
ner VRS

h. treatment of prisoners € '
> Tepontedito >CCUrity authorities. 1In the

Throughout the country, i
had tO bribe prison or detzﬁt1t has been reported th .
i+h their relatives and t 1on centre guards to b at prisoners have ofte
V:;]atives sent to them. Ai awﬁ them a portion ?)f ih&Me Lo communicate i
qy guards for electri '\andera prison, prison e tood which their
to P y gl & ]]ght and water. It Haesr;-‘ rel atives even had
so well-known that

Lo ge bribes to the prison authorities could
treatment for a prisoner, or even release secure more favourable

The prison authorities whom Amne
sty International’
s delegates met

denied that prisoners were ill-t .
delegates Were not provided withriﬁgeiéxtniip&e requesting it, the
regulations. Having regard to consistent repaitcﬁuntw,s ori son
condit10ns from released prisoners, the suspicions R UE R son
“equlations are not compatible with the UN’s Stand“;l:étmt?e-that either the
ners, copies of which were provided b;“;‘;‘:gs‘i‘;hs for the

Treatment of Priso
11’s delegates for prison officials, or that the requlations are

Internation
not 1N practice applied.

TY INTERNATIONAL’S RECOMMENDATIONS

_ ns governing conditions in all prisons should be
reviewed and measures taken to ensure that they conform with the
UN’s Standard_mmm_RMes for the Treatment of Prisoners, if
necessary by introducing and implementing a new set of regulations

governing conditions of imprisonment.

d not be detained in places other than officially

prisoners shoul
designated prisons which are subject to prison regulations.

A special inquiry should be held into conditions 1in all prisons and
that there is no i11-treatment of

detention centres so as to ensure
prisoners and that no prisoner is held incommunicado or in secret
or is denied medical treatment.

_  An impartial international humanitarian org
prisons and prisoners sO

granted access to all

AMNES
_ The regulatio

anization should be
that i1t can advise

the government on necessary reforms.
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4.7 EXTRAJUDICIAL EXECUTIONS

ees fr°maaﬁggﬂezgeaﬁﬁg’°°°
: op1

PEONéngﬁpnfgseenﬁhgogﬁgs%mm northwest Somalia torﬁtg; grbitr‘ar‘y executigzd

August 1988, have reported that there was a patoﬁndiﬂg areas - incl uding

of alleged §NM supporters 1n the towns aggdsg;‘:ecﬂy by the 5".‘” - anhd

the port of Berbera, which was not attac By ggvernment artillery and

indiscriminate attacks on fleeing civilia jsa and Burao were

: in Harge
airplanes. U d civilians shot by‘troopS_‘lﬂ total numbe
est?rnated to :Sggsr ::;me hundreds, while estimates of his reat

; nge up to 50,000. In
those killed through shelling and aerial attacks ra Qd Jooting by Somals

SR i 173 e an
addition there were many reports of killings. {‘a?ighting. New evidence

army units far removed from the scene of actua
about these abuses which was compiled by Robert Gersony, a consultant of

the Bureau for Refugee Programs of the United Stail:EE E:‘gi;‘;'zz?t ?fwﬁtate,
corroborates the information received by Amnesty Inter ks I;lort‘ﬁ—x
Somalis Flee: Synthesis of Accounts of Conflict Experience 1N NOFrtnern

Somalia by Somali Refuaees. Displaced Persons and Others”, published by the
US Department of State, August 1989.) ot

Killings by the SNM of government officig1§ or supporters were alsg
reported. For example, some 50 officials and civilians were repﬁr'ted'ly R
executed by SNM forces when they captured Burao on 27 May 1988. Later i,
the year, SNM guerrillas were alleged to have killed some members of the
Ogadeni clan in refugee camps and elsewhere whom they regarded as L

e

government supporters. It has been alleged that captured combatants ha\,ef,,:

b e

been killed by both sides, and indeed neither side in the armed conflict
has so far publicly admitted holding any captured combatants. Both
deny having committed human rights abuses and each blames the othepr
for killings which have occurred. e

In the course of meetings with government officials in Mo ad -
fggges;f{e Jntern)atlona]‘ presented information about incidents ?i:'iﬁ.v"%:i}:-.
deli beratefeolf'le] detained on political grounds were reported to have been
baar un]awfgn 1 k?d by military personnel and unarmed civilians had
deaths of Y Killed by soldiers or militias in apparent

> 0T armed forces’ personnel at the hands of the SNM. o et RHES
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These included the following:

The extrajudicial execution
_ of
members in Berbera in June 1988hundr6ds



*]]eqa]]y, fol lowing
: C

thejp ary
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1ate June 1988. t on aArriva) o
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The n1aci1gf’:ev?‘]—“fl12;22 '?ﬁ E?ldwrs 00, OF Berbep,

nd 1 ')sa The victj wein dis r‘:‘ i PeOp] q

gf, Hatts tedly called +> InCludeqd tyaiots SOme 300 O Ka Shej

Jeve TMEpUIEES 5’.” ed together by doooels, aldape.Kilomatya. L Kh

:n Soof Dheer Village on 2 Octgpay gwg‘"ﬂme t offs.and ad;’ 3?1“
s WNO
n

3 WhEﬁ SNM

SOme
N from the; hours g

ci11ings_were evidently in reprisa) for th
oNM’s Kill

» there haye b
fGrCES fgughien

) 2 :
the ”eﬁ]y 1989. In particular, dozens of people weye’ between March ang

o ‘ : reported kj :

SepLe the Kenyan border, on 20 Septembey. : illed ip

Dobwhédogo nobleh by the Kenyan authorities g3 fewgggiin]zi‘;$1Edf;wt}lb“ly
> UESPite

N fled from opposition fighting to seek asylum in Kenya were a)
’ SO

separate from the reports of extrajudicial executions in areas

Quite s are engaged in counter-;
“ihe armed forces gag NLEer-insurgency operat;j
where thners arrested in Mogadishu after the 14 July demonztrat‘i{;?fsa a?zzens

of Pr1Se e been subsequently killed. As mentioned abov

1]11ege€ ,«5'st2nt and credible reports of the extrajudicial exee::uiq?;eb‘;a%
been‘pes of 46 people, nearly all members of the Issaq clan, on a beach
soldier ira, SOME 30 kilometres soutl]we_st of Mogadishu, on the night of 16
near Je%hey’were arrested in the Medina part of Mogadishu and taken in
July- " vehicle towards Danane military camp, where hundreds of other
mjta”' were also being taken. A survivor of the massacre is said to
prisoners ted the incident to the Minister of the Interior, and the
wave_repor ubsequently ordered a committee of inquiry to be constituted.
president ts;een no announcement by the authorities of the progress of this
There has ernational has received no reply to its repeated

nt . :
Annectiee horities about the Jezira massacre.

inquiry-.
inquiries

Those who are reporte

d to have been killed in this incident include

. - 1 : . : L] d
ing: he Abdillahi, a universily student; Mohame
# f;’],lg;;ggaﬂ"gg';‘gﬂnigzt Abdirahman Ahmed Dhimbil, a physics lecturer
sma | 5

_ 2 ityu. A1i Mohamed Diriye, a civil engineer;

' nal University; Al Mohame ' R : .

ﬂﬁsgzinsﬁigﬁlgzegaggah, a senior pohcef\ﬁf}‘;g@‘;hﬁ‘“;‘;iﬁgﬁ}?a‘;{,d‘i?ﬁi“a;‘“’ ;
ms officer; Khader N.!»!‘” Ja o .tian employee, and his cousin,

i
. &
_'_.|.:
v

e :'Qij'ﬁf',f“;-:'f.?u'af‘ iJanﬁl ; i
Abdirashid Ahmed Mohamed, a E“S BE%;‘.',“?“*h med, said to be an employee of
elief agency enployees Mohaned MUSEE I, (rgurver), Dean of ety
he Islanic Relief Agency; BECCL ‘Cang yusuf Abdillahi Rovlen, 2 1@

Ti National Universitys €U0 .o <ity.
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risoners Were Killed
orts that other g whereas the majority

: JLF, leased
| there hav he same U7 nd were rele
in vi%?agcejg];;gglﬂf Mogadishu a- Sbgﬁtt;eir "'ewtwesfgr the safety of

of those arrested wereksﬂ‘?” g;:ggdh there are n able to establish
after some days or weeks 10 Have appar

cople whose familiées

?ﬁ:?: :l?egeagouts since their arrest. ressed concern abaug
e hom Amnesty Internatjonﬂhiipsuch mmdentshcoz!nhave
iyl Lo Bl enerally denied U acknomﬁ-‘dQEd Lhe K1l 1Ings
extrajudicial executions, 907 ) 74 pe Interior @ n an investigation and
occured. However, the Minis e ha Fedias i3 result of the
3e ERgavas Tn: Hareh 1450 it E'ixecud that no soldier was

: -martia : :
that soldiers had been court-mar i1, He sal : i11ings had
killings, but he gave no further detanl Sand that reprisal killings to

allowed to kill civilians with ggpunity
be dealt with through legal means. it

been :
: : : . 1avo there has 11egedly responsible
If in this one case in Erig hment of those 4 vastigated r‘epurtg

report of unlawful killings and punis +ios have 1
thgre is Tittle to indicate that the aUthONtTdequate safeguards to prevent

d a .
of similar incidents elsewhere OF introduce col1diers deployed in

. 1 ar', -
such incidents from occurring. In partmul to have a clear idea of the

: - ea :
counter-insurgency operations do not app £ their weapons or 1in what ]
circumstances in which they may make o b e
circumstances the use of lethal forcé 1 e

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL’S RECOMMENDATIONS
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tions to all members of the
Stm;:’tn"ces and police, that _

—  The Head of State should ;ssue ;gity b
armed forces, including the se€cC e S R
unlawful killings of prisoners and unarmed civilians

unacceptable in all circumstances, _and tbatttgezﬁdarﬁngg:‘mna] g
offences which will be thoroughly investigate p - e

- Where unarmed civilians or prisoners are repm_'tet_i to have hee“
killed by members of the armed forces, these incidents should be @

impartially and thoroughly investigated, with the results of
investigations being made public. Those responsible for ik
such crimes should be brought to justice. s e
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- A commission of inquiry should investigate the circumstances in
which extrajudicial executions have occurred in the past an make

- . '””W'ﬁﬁﬂ;?'f
recommendations for appropriate measures to prevent any such

unlawful killings being committed in the future. B

4.8 THE DEATH PENALTY
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could be innocent of the cps malia could have been conudcts
CrTmE or Whic ' 2 ftﬁ?"ﬁJLm &
Cases, executed. Amnesty Internatlona]?Stgg{e;:;ggﬂ
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‘ cent years had be
centences 1N V€ : €n commuted by the Presid
:ﬁﬁﬁhgh dEtaE;SsgﬁiinEZE P;°V1d§d and no statistics were avai]ig%é on the
Jlﬁwr of ;des ti 1Mposed or executions carried out. However. e
??Ht (el EEE ﬁgi$0;§$ gz the President to commute all death sentences Ll
ed bY curity Court - which is evidently not the case -

inP?° " u1d not compensate for the fact th
;ggsh:ve s ey p]ace.at those condemned to death did
questions were also raised by Amnesty International’
S
jifferent aspects of the use of the death penalty. These 1ﬁilﬁggtiﬁeabOUt

f[ﬂ ] owing.

a Thg short period of time between imposition of the death sentence
and execution. For example, an army colonel was publicly executed
in Mogadishu in early 1989 just 30 hours after his arrest and only
hours after he was condemned by a military court. In this and some
other cases, those condemned would appear to have had no
opportunity to petition for presidential clemency.

- The imposition of the death penalty on juveniles. For example, Hibo
Nur_Madar was reparted]y condemned to death for murder by the
National Security Court in Hargeisa in mid-1985, although she was
only 16 years old at the time of the incident. The sentence was
gommu@ed in October 1987, but not on the grounds of her being a
juvenile at the time of the offence: she is currently imprisoned in
Mogadishu central prison, said to be seriously ill, without
adequate medical treatment, and still maintaining her innocence.

_  The reason for cases of homicide being removed from the
jurisdiction of the ordinary courts and tried by the National
Security Court. Amnesty International’s delegates were given no

convincing explanation of this situation.
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4.9 RATIFICATION OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS

Amnesty International’s delegates noted that Somalia was party to tt
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights but that it had not
other key human rights instruments. The Minister of Foreian Aff
assured Amnesty International’s delegates that the government was
point of ratifying the International Covenant on Civil and Politics
and the International Covenant on Economic, Social ’5’*" e

said that this should be "considered as done". The Chief &

informed the delegates that the instruments g" I

treaties were being drafted.

this assurance and reque

of the Convention aqas
| gainst To
Punishment or Treatment, and

Geneva Convention % ;g e
of civilians in T 1949, which

non-1i nternat ion BJ [ 3
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Ratification of th :
writing been co ese instruments, which has not :
it been completed, would be seen t-the infertiona el s a
Somalia. ment to improving respect for human rights 1ﬁ o

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL’S RECOMMENDATION

— T -
h23320:?32$§“2nzzgﬂ;gn{zt;zy all these important international
al _ _ soon as possible, and en
ratification process is completed before the end of iggg t2$t e

possible.

5. GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

5.1 THE GENERAL AMNESTY

The area where the most positive ste

: ) step has been taken by the governme
Ezgnpgﬁzeggon t]af human rights within Amnesty Internat%nnal’?s. mandn;tgthzgr
D neral Amnesty and the consequent release during the first half

of many prisoners of conscience, some of whom had been held for
ngg {ea;s.thThose released also included political prisoners sentenced in
b E eath or long periods of imprisonment. Amnesty International urges

1t the General Amnesty be fully implemented and that people arrested 1in

.July 1989, after Amnesty International’s visit, should have their cases
reviewed in the same light, in particular to ensure the immediate and

unconditional release of all prisoners of conscience.

5.2 INVESTIGATIONS INTO HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

tional’s delegates learned that a "Commission for the

f Human Rights Complaints® had been established by the
hed by Law no 6 of 31 December 1988,

n but was apparently not widely

Amnesty Interna

Investigation O
government. The Commission, establis

was announced in the official Somali Bulletsi
known locally or abroad. Its chairman 1is My Mohamoud Yusuf Ghelle,
President of the National Security Court, and its other members are the

f the Interior, the Commandeyr of

Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Minister 0
the Police and the Commander of the National Security Service.

Its function, according to the law establishing it, is "to investigate
lies to complaints and allegations from human

and give appropriate rep : :
nd personalities.” It has a subcommittee composed of
hose chief officer

rights organizations a
each of the government departments W
the results of relevant

representatives of ‘
ttee’s task 1is to examine
plies to the complaints

ic a member. The subcomms ‘
investigations into the comp1a1nts_and to prepare re | '
"allegations relating

for the Commission. The complaints are specified as
to people arrested for offences, particularly p011§1ca1 offences” and one
particular "complainant” 1s cited - the UN Commission oOn Human Rights.

re told that the Commission Was

Annesty Internatioga1;5 d:lehml ty International’s complaints aboul
| _.ﬂarl to dea -wi nes y nternati |
formed particulariy 50 1 had been informed by government

- iqhts abuses. Amnesty Internationa _
il lier in the year that this Commission Was responsible for

officials ear |
1mplementingtheGeneralﬂmnesty but this was not confirmed to its
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5 3 LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL REFORMS | B
ational 'S visit 1n June 1989 wa
A purpo§e ?f ATn:r?gyiggt?mtional background toO the human )
learn more about the '&3- | in the past. A =
‘ccyes on which Amnesty Interné 5 :Eegrying t op establien ¥
considerable amount of discussion Was devote ve the 180N ,...
facts in this area. Recommendations OF reforms tO " u
security institutions had already been put to the government DETS 5 |

changes had been effected.
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Several of the new reco |
changes. There is a danger that actions
would leave intact the structure of human rights violations which pe
them to occur. Amnesty International believes that the %

General Amnesty would be diminished if it | emDorar
, provided merely a tempora
respite, and was not followed by a thorough review of th{
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variance with the Constitution and international human rights standa
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ch have been responsible for human rights abuses.

nal urges the government to take steps tO avoid the

arbitrary imprisanment, extrajudicial executions an
es by making permanen institutional changes

ent such abuses. These concerns mus

d the liberty O 1V

of the institutions whi

Amnesty Internatio
rence of torture,

rious human rights abus
e designed to prev
le of law an

yecur
other se
which would b
addressed if the ru
upheld.

RNMENT AND AMNESTY TNTERNATIONAL

5.4 COOPERATIGN BETWEEN THE GOVE
its

mes the government’s st |
' 1 by giving serious

ional welco
th Amnestg Inter

Amnesty Internat
perate wi

willingness to €00

attention to the organization’s inquiries,
ational did no

ment in its re

recommendations it made to the govern

it recognizes that the government took action on several

which it had addressed. In addition to the releases of p01itical prisoners

between October and December 1988, the General Amnesty of January 19

to the release of the majority of po1itica1 prisoners who had been arrested

in previous years- Furthermore, until the events of mid-July 1989, the
ights abuses reported tO Amnesty lnternatinna1 in the first

| ' years, with tne exception

cases of human Y1
half of 1989 Were far fewer than 1n many Pprevious
of abuses by the cecurity forces 10 areas of armed conflict.

e wake of the

incerely hopes that in th

gwernment’s ch e to Amnesty International 1N ;11owing it 1O

visit Somalia, in arranging extensive talks with government officials apout

human rights, and in stating its "willingness 1O cooperate with Amnesty

International v . there will be a NeEw responsiveness to the recommendations

which Amnesty Internationa '
ed less than two

jghts abuses which occuryr
nal made

y Internationa : icit, Amnesty Internatio
' jgate the reports O
'mprisaned

rs, tO release those who were 1T
' ¥ the A8-hour 1imit on

them to a court, and to protect

solely for
detention

d reme

rotection an
P 1 reforms tO give ful

and institutiona
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APPENDIX
- Somall Government in

& t
) ’ ndﬂl.lﬂnf" tﬂ -
Mﬂitﬁ,ll_l.ﬂtﬂfﬂﬁﬂgﬂﬂl :iggiﬂﬁiture or IH-treatmEnt of Prisoners
ards_2
emberss especially th
e

1988 on_Safedt
jor overnmgnt m ) -
Stﬂte'a?g f’gg‘gdm?nistermg l1aw 3“‘1 justice, shoulq
b (Hqﬁcia15 who hold and interrogate
is unlawful and will not
be

(i)

<hould :
y crrcum 4
de a crimina

: py 1av¥ and made <
ted DY . -ted of inflicting it.

s or other stat
*Hmant
S

at confession>.
vidence in court

(iii) The government sh ensure th
ﬂbta?ned through tortur€ cannot be used as €
except in th :21s of 211eged torturers-
(iv) No-one should eld 1N secret O C 0"1edged detention. Th
government chould ensure that all detainees are brought befor e
judicial authority prompL1y ~fter arrest and that relatives € a
jawyers and doctors > 4 have prompt and regular access @
i ted by the 1aw. 0

them within the time
e to challenge in court th
- Lthe

(v) A1l prisoners should have the
reasons for their detention.

legality of and the
include regular inspecti
e C
ficials, judgEE, :;gﬁ of

(vi) safeguards agains
' by jndepend
' itarian organizations.

interrogation C€

ould be investigated

of tortureé sh
made public.

(vii) All complaints a
immediately and impartially and the results
(viii) Torture victl
victims should be compensated for thei
- - -Ir 1 ;
appropriate medical treatment and rehabilitationSUffermg' give“-"'l-ﬁ"




