Female
sumcision

Proceedings of the

2gies International

‘ing About Seminar on Female

ige Circumcision
13-16 June 1988

Mogadisho, Somalia

SWDO

an Association for Somali Women's
:En :;Ipm Democratic
HOpMme Organization



e “ FEMALE
CAN SOMAL 14 .

SR P

MPLICATIONS
OMALIA

every worarl underg% e

[ e J'l_

B e h = g
r‘:.r!':qﬂ il ¥ =
A et 1 Y T

= -

- -JJ.."u

A o
'

- =21 |
A
Sl
& of &
|' .t"'.T.I
0 == ‘11
':'.-.:rrf- F Ou
R 'Ih I
b T e a I
= g att
[ O R

L - -
o et S Tl

-
A
i

“ Y - a1 ’
& f » h
ry i g - -
; T A% -'..-:n:-- e e
¥ i i i I"h .‘ il F"-‘“F- @"ﬁ '..h!..n.
& il B W —r ;
P I e S e - 4
- - e e 3 .
A e P o 1
= e Rt H'- T __+ P ¥

—
N i@

i it
= -9 .If 0 i SFh
i REdss =
S H-Er'n ‘ i o N i
Te i ain

'|—I

£
i

o D L N
' e

Dma - ear.ly RS e =
somtl ™ somatia 14 SO o amothier S
eru
%} u v Y i ‘A
e ngiren residence abroad doe S NOot e,
al g"il‘l < from circumcision. as demgy
e ; among Somahasliél resgidjng in England +
f toward Circumcision by An
r I-re ' m 3 - b b _'_;[,T:j._l > :
9 I Restdgnts ). It g0ES without Saylng. that A
dded m ﬂje CultuI'E, 111 ﬂle | *_; 'J*—; 1:

g

4 - s L o
A o -

bl

chologY of the P er?p = t here 1S based on a stu

Uy

. done with two colleagues, Ms Sacdiya NEsEs
'« pesearch and Documentation Unit of SOMAg
f Social Anthropology. 1ir

s

e r_h e %
l,_,.l:. =
e L .

T 0

-."'"':'!: By
LE s -
R a B

fibulation

Wwomen's Ré
Aﬂ;fea Talle, of the Department O

'f';l L=

e ] Oe
1 .-I fiL

X
il T
e B
e
o - .'.-.'
3 e
: LA

The study }s part of a project on female circumcision

- r‘"" -"J'E
= g A R

aken in collaboration with SOMAC, the Faculty ‘ofs
Somali National University and the Swedish Ageney
Cooperation with Developing Countries (SAREC).

"

I.'="-J""'..F -

L]
!
3

e Y

As the faculty of medicine is most concerned with the
of the practice, we collected information on j
aspects for a more complete and balanced picty
Till now we have interviewed around 35 women

Y ::'L['n_.' S e e
L gt oty o " ol
Ml e ik l.l'_'t-f:l,:_'
g ﬁ 2Py
' By [ TRRNCERLC [
- 'ﬂ:';{ [ -
S g e RS, R 1 1
IR

F e ;’lt-i & "!'_Ia .

[



cessaTY because the information
e on will talk freely and frankly

c.)s .
: eéesc ribe their attitude toward
to

or 1 am going to focus on th
I 4 infibulation in Somalia

the future. e R e R G e
pat€ uch a part of the li il e R R N S
iq V Tl P VES Of the matartic oo aus s r Sl
veE majority of Somaly
' T I St U e L W ¢ 1 1 S i BN e, i
o b e T =AAALAAL AL ,ﬂ"_ s,

ib1273 probably always has been. But there are s -

4 there between now and in the past: & e
S S s T e e T

n difference one C&E R H S he tendency tc

he other forms of circumcision fto infibulation. atieas

« attitude. FOWEVEL; it must be note: t |

veen Sunna (excision ol Sy L pEE

'_ n t:jit;tomy (total excision .Df the
ol 45 far as the majority of th

minoraje have come across i
f Sunna was removal of a

o
'} S

.‘-‘.l' - 5
e Py ISRl TRV
1*“ 1 e | - 1 t !
W T
Tl

= ]
i b

a ¥ i T
"."il"ul' gl
1 the %
L r'%_’ -:-;‘i wn 'I. -II —— '.
o Chall T vl el -
L
- AT

i

ept O o

ot

e L -:." $ES A
|.| = hl_'.'.

} L] R B N 1.

- To these people anyth_ing ort s

e
|

:
x

ould be very careful of advoc

1
"

ot at all an area of AiSCUSSIGR

At the moment, since Cir
Eps e R e
. o A _-.'.J%'i.a'-'.i:"."-_l A Ay - E g
i r - ' _' & o T"L. I_ -..-_ ] !J_.._'_‘_ .:;-'.-{rf_._-:. s J i
is not much dillerence i
there s " M e 'I-_ _-.. N .:'_.'._":?1.".‘-' B - ilh";'l-":::-!':-i.;‘::_:l '._:..'_.. r .|. ] 1
R I S B - ol N

s T e =T fia - gy ¥
2NnC10-eCONOoIIIC
. |i='\-l - il . il PP Ry - . _.I_ .
] : ‘, _:', = : AT T e i el N ¥ " L '
! -« R T E S \} ez .-. ..‘ ".‘ L ..r AR )
. L T S e . S T
i, ! . b= !
_ a, ¥ ] s



Ly
)

F A Lo
i) "I'.. o

-
EE T T s
J o

N - Ny
SR N
F)

supported by UNFEA /UNESEEEE—
g ok petween the IO th‘e Ve y.
e ehters were InIbulated, SeEAEHE
dectomy accounted 1o "IuGEREESEE
hters. Another thj_ng wWor h‘a_q o R R
tice in the urban HI'

CumCi S I CaSﬁS e < Op

Strumerlts and apply local a ”!:f_i. it
5 ln t_he hospitals 1S dlscourag Iﬁ ln. .'*_;!-_"._-; 3 -
meiston T the practltloners home. ﬁ '

IID P ill tl‘l .I“.”
serformit s ol 1 way, wi out 1,, '. tha
- girls hf:)mf‘ o in the traditiona ys S
-"kF

ti -
1 sth thorils: e LlSed or not, all rESp nlu k-_u

w¢el |
bﬂgtg;wr complications and later U'}fl |
an

s with regard to pex T,_.L'f: atio

shared the same SlilifsllggeraUOH is an eVE':nt M |

. uOIIlﬁ‘n age, the small glrl is le h ,

4 she is unclean and child mn
dtoa posmve make-believe aS‘ ac

d be expected—psych m
turning point in the :~:

'I.'-r

iag Qre irreversibly changed and uCi:

1
I:.--.-

are of the harm in store, 1

1t small girls, unaw ok
3};\ they will be circumcised. This was indicated tm _

respondents, Who claimed that they themseL
operation. One woman told us that one day she S' v SO
<he knew being infibulated. She cried and begg _ 1er |

. ‘. I. L ..

her infibulation also. '-: '.
The pressure from the age group, together with the in

of the supposedly positive qualities of the inﬁb
to make the small girl want to be like eve

illustrated by the story of Anab, one of our respa ler
"When my older sister was circumcised, | was too v
anything. When girls of my age were looldng
would talk among themselves about their

and look at each others genitals to see .- -
?Penma If there was a girl in the gr oup Wh’a‘ .

ﬂ '.-,.-'-fr__ I-_ 11
} .

_E.

- . o J 'k e ‘ .’l gt
" L i
T &J '.r 3

1: i . o e A —
L 5 A T
m; , ‘

: ashamed since she hac
Thm Every time the other girls g



ynlike today an

tak

riage.

|
lation) and is told

accident and had

old her what I had done. I hag h
and tried to infibulate herself,

, straight, NaITow scar (line) with a tiny hole -

vomen and girl friends about the impor
of the punishment she can ex

niece quarreled with an 'oldg

infibulation, the girl's heag 4

a rite of purification bt

eard my

-'-
-
kA
]
'

a

o
\]
- .
- 1
= F I'_- il
1: i &

; Lo |
ﬁgﬁ‘f'?"“?"ﬁf? -

-
—

] - " ld—_.' —
i R o7 -
e

'I | -

§ B BT a :
L = a5 8 Bl e
et b ol ey .
o

-
L]

— T

i . i e
PNt

one woman folC 1S & SEEEEE
rom the nomadic area to stay with them

: b .
= sl ] T e L
“« '::E-‘F"*':'—' TR

been infibulated, but part of her ,__1

5

broken by accident. The girl’'s mother h:

L

_e.qlf!_l_._._r

R
P

: B R S
- | ﬁ‘,_-.' : l_

el ey O .

never had the ope
'-.._..f. -II . - ::EL_ ‘-' i
w 'I.'_r'__r ;.,l - R ‘...‘i 2

e, M A B Rt oy —
e 1] e B _".'1;.' bt
' =l -
W i h' - N Pl -
S =5 T
= LI

- e £ R SR
i

¥ s L s
' b

L

her of being “loose and indecent”,

woman present to look at
of them was indeed °
examined, the niece w
been aware of this s j el

Ih.*. — T & o iy |
o ol A T ﬁ‘—r‘_',.,”:__'.l T
] = .._.I: |:1_: e k ¥ .1;?‘ r";"l. i

> i
3 e L L
) ’ 'Ir :' W
i =P Tpwil

ol

o

= i
-----

g s

3 :'i-- s el DI . L
ke & ..1'"&- it el
. il ¥
'.I::""t" § & r
Tan) T R P ST
L_'l i'.'rl:-l o .u'l_.'-. ) y
L N
y T gl iy
oy fﬁ"l o 3 __r‘ pals ~r

1 ',:' '.l,'..d_'_ -
1 A
[ gl

A s B = R - . [ L
. 4 & _|'I L ‘_':'ll i i o, i _1- =, |=* .,._r - A iy s
, s T e e R o A et TV 2 o §o
ur = il i 7 % £} T WL LY =y e e el
A 4 - _ L e r-‘_-.- " o s 'F'\_ A et o f-..r e . g v }
< ﬂ e F = """l: = N e S il h | il__."_."_,:'! - '.h.:.'.|: e v “ I
: ! Al A J\"I', . ] !1 X II = - RN - Wi o J s
et L] 3 ;-_. Tu 1‘..'- . :ll k __'.__I ¥ 3 '..-Ih = " .1.|r : 3 5 h & o !
irror and look and compare their scare a o o ©
::_.' - oy ¥ "l|. = T & e - -, L] i = -'.—r':
e a mi €ir scars. A ni Ao
" F y »an r i

b 5 .-'-'.- = ; - v
% £ R = - T |
t o . - .

r |"..": e
S
- . L .

AS virginity is usually of great signifi ; g
if for one reason or another the infibulating i &

—

it is considered shameful and the women ic 1
1oose and immoral. All the time she is constan




......
S S
-

Mogadisho also Clafseii
tois ' their frai Lo =
(alked n) girl as their first v,

b s e b <
o P e
o

1d never be sure Qf

El . i
-h' L
T
™
Bk =y
C Y s
]

S b
&

g

i '; 1 ""_ = y 5 .‘ Tok B
" v B g I--J.‘ ' _._.'
I I t ' ‘ ,u Fe Bl ".'.E-J' . :‘I'li';_-"';'-d T".';I:' i
I’I] € i O . . s AN :J--.. ey wt T :r A lfr_..::_: T
s L - h. - - W o = - e e S
d 11 - he re e 0 e e ot l_=__,* ! -i :-". iy él-‘.lhl. L ..I‘l_+r - SeeTy, "
1 i I t 11t + S el T b e
] men AN L ST PRt
- g . e, (. " LA = -
- T N o F-.-I § - ..I'-..:‘, - - w -:.-"|"|l:l = :- - .-_-_
- 4 N _--“ G P e ‘.: R,
a 1011 3 | erilis - *F" AR SRl IS o T
i - ’ e ' O N S - %
u £ T -'1 i » ::' ey s, ‘5, UL B et g Ty
S g Ll El ’ - i v - A -..E‘ =
i . 3 ='a ol Ly '-_',.-1' e N
B 1 & } it &l l‘.i'l'r e
’ " [} - e 1 ety et S
) o 3

L L VR R
- L :
B -,
F i

S usc. R

on: uture - reservation o
S e ons O justlf}’ trclie geligion"?; O
S : (& 11, radit:

other T ffaa' 1. Thes€ inclu s

Ot -
i eir attltucles tow ""!J i}

L) [
"'|._- L

arlel & ftelzﬂld ers of the cust i
_fipulated they would SEEs :
S e doubtful, but thou 1L that
men W€ I lis do it, that is our way®)§
ot " 5 necessaryr(l tlfe girls. Stillﬂother women if:: _
ctice as prutal sed the educated women w
to alternative female roles,
the practice, and non-edue:
to question e of the operation and of .
o therefore are latently “ o

r

o .
ol N = 3
1 { |
- ]

o |
-I|
L
g
g
b
: -}
3

] 4 . .

o -

" el .

= a g '

g 2 ¥ .
' I . | i i

Wor N

T
g

=3 |

¥

%ﬁigg ile(;n-educated women, however, have access
female roles except the traditional ones, which H "
them have few other options but to adhere to the p

We have seen that the practice of female circumeision

lation is very deep-rooted and is part and f
‘psychology” of the Somali masses. We have also seer

e '
e
-.-.I-l_-l.:

=

r
h &
";-..- '-

.
'
. -

s
!

i

E Vi L
= 1
R T Y
— r -
= |
— ] n 5
= I
o
[ __
Rl

different cultural pressures are at the base of the ¢

t
F
-I L"I—
F
|
-
¥
v

-

A8
Yo e
w : .-._'- o I f
i { s - I
!-'ji' N i
1 1.' N & X -
' -
(=R :

practice, and it is easy to feel one is up agair
bstacle. However, through the interviews we cond:

numerous discussions with other Somalis, it
: N o : 1L

=

¥ '|._. iy o
-E-_-'"‘-'“ x i

N i .
! '|| = i 5
N ¥

i

e

WL ¥ e

¥ vl

y !






