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Lrerfollowviing Noten are Casad on work I did ia February add

, iarch 1977 with Simon Kara%a, of Korr, at, preseul working as an
" announcer on the Voice of Kenya KHendille service, My hope,
jéhﬂhEVEP, 13 that they will form the basis of g jeint article
! witn Mrs OQoman, of tle Dapt of Linguistics in Maircohi iniveraity,

! who has been woi'king for some time on Rendille with a differant

i .

informant, and who gave me considerable A2lp at tha z2tart of My
short spell or work, by explaining various EPR¥uNin s phenomens

(in particular those cornechted with focua) which 2lohit well have

B

confused m= aven more than they did ip faet, Utnerwise we workac
indepencently, so any similorities in our conclusicrns musg be
tecause of similarities in our data, There are many wireas which
she kncws more avout then I do p anc I ended up wrrving the firat
- draft of this paper Simply because I had time ané she didn' t,
She Las been wo rking under the Supervision of T¢of Bayrnd Heine,
Of the same department (inter alia), whoae ipitial description of
Rendille we have both drawn on extengively. (in 2friks unq

Vol LIX ND.3, JQTSJG, pp_l?f_ggf}
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- excellent work of Simon harabﬁ, witnout whosme 1in telligance

would have seecmed more EeNY difficult than it turnad “at tn thia

Ine transcriplion used heres 18 not the sarme as that used vl
H&ine, but rather one which seceaws to me to orlfer = Lrtte} basis fox
& usable ortnozraphy which Randille sveaKears themaoelves night vse,
By folliows the trznacription which Simon Karaba was using when we
atarted work together, in that it uses Swehili-tyre representations

| {aspecially kKh for Heine's X; and th/dh for the dental s4ons), Housver

[
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| 1t differs from both in uslng dounle vowels to chow lenath Ssand 1

having just one sccent marker over high-piteh vowesls (8o that Vv
lioppesentaialongiifial 1iing voyal ) T van scepticol ahout Heina's

I
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I cladm bhat Rendille hae thred distincy ‘ones(ani. nlso distinctive
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svress), but I am not at all confident that ny nmore parsimchnious

analysis is nasrer to the truth., either from the noin' of viey

0f Randille structure as a whale, or from the poirny of view of
! individual woerds representsd in tns fo]lng1né A0 5s a. L4
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2. Qutline of clause gstructure

-

2a. 0Order of elementa

The normal order of elements in the clause is
S - 10 - DO -V

but it is possible for any of the logically conceivable permmuations
of these elements to occur., This i3 s0 even in subordinate clauses
(in particular, relative clauses), suggesting that there are no
syntactic constraints on the order of elements. un the other hand,
there is another dimengion on which the structure of a clause can

be analysed, in terms of the distinction between ‘focus' end the
rest (see below), and here there is a restriction: the focus element
must precede the verbzfqubing—thiﬂ*TEEtr{Etiﬂn*thc~0ther”way-rﬁund,
the—rule is that the part-of - the clause up to and including the
verb must bc CSE;leta 1n iteelf ({in- th£; case qatzﬂivlng the -rule
thiat- each clause cantaln “Just one focus element;, -and the'" DltE,,Ph\
hlth‘fnllow*the—verb are— Gptlﬂnal cttraa (like'right- dféﬁﬂcdted'/
'Einum13 nﬂun—phraﬁe: in appﬂﬂltlﬂn ‘to-a pronoun—in English; as in

'He—likes-potatoes;our dog'):

/ / /
€.82. makhaabal iinam khoona a-siiche
man girl nut Foc. geve
S I0 DO  Foc-V :

/
makhaabal-e iinam khbona siiche S-Foc IO DO V

finam khboona makh@sbal-e siiche IO DO S-Foc V

/! i
makﬁhabal iinam—é khoona Eiichu S I0=Foc DO V

f‘l X
iiném—; makhéabal khoona siiche I10-Foc 8 DOV
Vi

makhaabal. iiném d-siiche khbuna S I0 Foc=V DO

’ Fd 4
makhaabal a-siiche iinam khoona 5 Foc=V IQ DO

4 ' Fa
4-8iiche makhhabal finam khoona Foe=V S'I0 DO

/!

4
¥iinam khoona aiiche makhaabal-e *I0 DO V BaFec

4 : / -
¥iinAhm khbona ‘a-niiche makh4abal<n *I0 DO Foc-V S-Foc.
KXRXOXKE X XA XXAOEIXAXKKX XNAEE XA E X XY AR AFXRAX AR KL N AKX XRE X

e.g. (subordinate clauses) ,

Vi ) / ' /
ohipni &nam iinam khoona sifcho, iinamee asdoonte =
1y boy girl nut givas girl likes (him)

Br #einow : Koy v :

f ; .I"r /s 7 ” Fa
chirri iinam allrhn 1nam khamna, iinam-e a-doonta

10 V o DO
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2b. Presence of elemants

ie. if they'd be object pronouns in English? I.e. can a clause
with a transitive verb but nox object mean ',..one'
thing'?

or '...somethiny

Subjects: Subjects are optional in main clauses \poss8ibly subject to

the same qunry as objects), but not in subordinate clauses -

' 7
e. g, a—dﬂnna 'Hﬂ likes her' or uas z-doons

chirri uus dﬂﬂno 'if he likes her' but not *cH&rri dgﬂﬂﬂ
(ot fan trmbemlires)

Focus: In mein igauscaﬁpnc elementi, and only one, must be marked
"Rl

as facu%f in subﬂrdlnate clauses no element must pa 80 marked,

e.g. inam makhaabal a-doona S DO Foc-V 4
boy man Foc~likes o,
inam-; makhaabal doona S-roc v0 V fﬂ'qzi
inam makhéabal—& doona 35 DO=-Foc V ‘3%¢¥?E§
*{nam makhaabal doona ESEDOSY +ﬁg££}}
_*{nam~; makhaabal é-déuna *S-Foc DO Foc-V -&A;}?%}
2R
chirri {nam makhaabal dooro, S DO V t%%}f,p
if boy man _llkea "‘% %
*chirri {nam makhaabal é—daunﬂ... ¥*S DO Foc-V r R4
*chirri inam-e makhaabal doono... *S-roc vO V
Copula: Some clauses containing a predicate (a noun-pnrase, an. 5
adjective, a possessive or a relative construction) also contain %
a copula ('be'), others do not. 4f the focus is on the l
prédicate, the copula is obligatory:; if it is on the subject, E
it 18 impossible; and if there 18 neutral focuas, i% is optionsal |
(Bee further snctiﬂn 6 below). E
e.g. dagah futeet-e yihi (focus on predicate,

stone light-rfoc is

/ i o i :
dagah-e futecet-e \focus on subject)
stone-roc light-Pregd.

dagﬁh ;—futeét
sbone Focus-light
dagéh futaet ﬁ-y&hi
gione light Focus—is / |
-'} PLAZ v Do 'hu. S '-'ﬂ-'-lk. .J'\_. t:«rm t—u-nJ .-'1.-“.-..;{ o, T {—"1""""""" A ‘;'E:'HJ
'-"‘*“-w-. t‘-’- Vet uh‘-l.'l-.ﬁ\.l 'L-i_]r ﬂ LA...,... Lﬁq#n -— e—lﬁ‘ {"’FfLL. (hr. Fﬂ‘-l--ﬂ . Lol e s T }
by B e WL

—

(neutral fnéua)

{hn- y EI'J"'I '-3. 1 ;""‘L M ""'f"'j :
e i : i Lx;’.._..__,._ -_'1 &N ."'"I W ma ('r-t-.




2c. Cliticization
Although the order of elements is in general very free,

there are some elements whose nosition is fixed relativa to other
words. Une way of accounting for their peosition-is to say that they
are attached, as clitics, to these other words. This approach also
explains why the postulated clitics often have different realisations
according to the word they ard added to (or vice versa). Postulated
clitics are the following: 5 T O s s
l. focus markers - are attached afteria nouqk or before a verb
(see all the examples given above)

2. negation markers - are attached o fore a pre-verbal focus marker,

if there is one; otherwise attached before the verb

< e.g. makhaabal iinam m-a-doono
man girl not-Foc-likes

4 s . L - # ,.-:'
chirri makhaabal iinam i-doonin
e man Zirl not-likes

3. object pronouns - in their weak form are attached before the verb
(the 'strong' form can only occur together with one of the weak
furma); if there is also a forus marker the pronoun follows it
(and any negative marker preceding it), but if there is a negative
marker without a focus marker the pronoun precedes it.frpi+;ﬁﬂ¢~u¢t

e o r s S N i i 2 _ ¢ u f
€.8. linam-e nah-doonta ?'I'_. }4'1:!‘\-1-: Cormd sl oot R Dl
L {v-(-

girl-Foc us-likes L

a—

iinam a-nah-doonta

glr. Fm:us".'ll’ms DEPT, OF LINGUISTICS & AFRICAN LANGUAGES
s - . :

iinam m-a-nah-doonto UNIVERSITY OF NAIR® B

Eirl no t—FﬂDUS*—li}{ES P. O. bax 30197, NAIROEL KENYA

T ORI )  CIT L Y SR ¢
chirri iinam¢ nah-i-~-doocnin

if girl us-not-likes
4. possessive pronouns - are attached after the possessed noun,
e before the focus marker if there is one.

= - -
8.8. Mmin-key
ﬂﬂuse—my
v . &
min-xaay-a
house-my-Focus

;?iz;dgherm'ners lik podsessive pronouns, Hhey\grifat}éched %fteé
; P , ‘

'ermineflnnu *f? there As one(ffe nre;tﬁg”fn'us ma

%

housexthis /// o A
\min-kaas-e N .
Ll -thf=1 Nt
ﬂL S_E} ...J t.t&jc \qr HL::H_M*‘: . .
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5. verb=prefixes (noted in Heine 1975 under 'derivation') - e.g.
Ka NG SUAO TR

e.g. chaay makhaabal m=i-keento 'She doesn't bring tea for the
tea man not-for-she brings man'
rd ” e - - . ]
min ka makhaabal a-ka-argze 'He saw the man in this house’

house this man Focus-in-he 8saw

6. clitic adjectives (see 6h) - attached before the copula

4 ’ - z
‘e. £+ 1lnam g-hﬂagan-yihi 'The boy is goodf
boy Focus-good-18
7. subject pronouns - attached to certain subordinating conjunctions -
e.Z. uﬁ(s) ‘wnen/since' - and certain relative-antecedent nouns

used as subordinatimg conjunctions - e.g. chir- ‘time (i.e. when)'

’ ’ !
e.g&. uus-an scokaho- 'when I wake up'
AL 7
chirri-an sookaho 'when I wake up'

(also: ch-6n sookaho)



6'\

3., Outline of noun-phrase structure

3a. Order of elements

ALl modifiersa of a noun follow that noun, and if there
18 a focus marker 1t i1s added at the end of the whole noun-

phrase.

T 4 - / 4
€.L. 1inam taas khoona tuhum-e

girl that (who) nut ate-Focus
- Relative clauses, adjectives and possessors follow the
determiners which introduce them (see below).
?0rder of numbers relative to other elements.

?If a noun has several modi.iers such as relative clauses

and adjectives are there any constraints on théir order?

5b. Presence of elements

No noun is necessary - any of the other elements can stand
on their own. (?If there's no noun is it possible to have, say,
an adjective and a relative clause?) On the other hand, if there
18 a relative clause, an adjective or a possessor-noun-phrase,

-

there must be a determiner, so if any of these elements is on ita

own, without a noun head, it isn't entirely on its own, since it

has a determiner with it. (Possibly an exception needs to be made
for cleft sentences, if these contain relative clauses, since the
latter occur without a determiner; see discussion of cleft sentences
below.) One possible analysis for explaining thess facts would
treat the determiner as head of a separate noun-phrase, which may
occur either on its own or in apposition to a noun; and relative
clauses etc would then only be allowed to have determiner-heads

as antecedents. This possibility can be left open here, as it

also has disadvantages.

/e rr o
e.g. inam ko an arge '"2%a boy whom I saw'
bﬂy a ¢ I B8aw
k@ an arga Xthxs'one whom I saw'

inam kn ruahul

boy a small

- P
ko ruchul 'a small one'

g P i
inam kKo makhaabal 'a son of the man'
A

s 1 * e
@nm%n rtx'ge }nm? r/ui}huq,, nmpﬂ_ﬁmqﬁhaapalﬂ.
|

! namf'a\bﬂy is’ COITLCh

=
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On the other hand, where there is no relative clause, adjective
or possessor, no determiner is necessary: inam on its own is
correct, and usually means 'the boy' (not 'a bov', as one might

expect from other languages).

3c. Determiners

Each determiner has one range of forms for masculine nouns

and another for feminines. The masculines begin with k, h or zero,
according to the phonological envirnnmant, and the feminines begin
with t or s, again accgrding'tﬂ the phonological environment. The
relevant environments are as follows (NB needs completing !)
masculine: k after h (realised as zero), nm,

h after vowels

2/ O CIREHAT S TR 115G P/ |
feminine: £ after vowels, h, r

sRRafenibd’ ens il (all realised as g)

The following are the de‘erminers, given in their masculine

form beginning with k-:

- ki 'the! ?'? DE
4 o v 1iff ﬂF“"‘-’Gngn
- ko a’, "'some Uwvﬁnﬁs FRICAN | 4
. ALY B NG

ik ot . O bux 39,5, O Maitc VOUAGES

/ ' ! ROB KENYA
- kaas that' (nearer)
- kuls 'that' (further)

(From examples in Heine 1975 it seems possible that numerals should
also be classified as determiners, since they can be followed

directly. by adjectives - yeele lama aween 'two big boys' (literally:
boys twu-big), which 1s ungrammatical if the number is removed and

not replaced by one of the other determiners.)

The first determiner, ki, is peculiar in that it only occurs
with a relative clause, adjective or possesor after it:

inam ki ruchul 'the small boy'
3 *inam ki 'the boy'.
Since a noun without any determiner at all is understood as
definite (see above), we might analyse such noun-phrases’ as
containing a zero realisation of the definite article — in other
wards; the definite article has two realisations: either ki, or

zero, according to whether or not there is a following relative
clause, etc,



3.3

Jd. Case

Only three 'cases' are distinguished: neutral, nominative and
poSSessive; and these cases are distinguisheqd morpnologically only
in feminine nouns. The nominative ends in -e if there is no vowel
already at the end of the noun, otherwise it ig InExXEgt¥x the same
as the neutral case: and the Posseasive ends in -ét (just -t after
a deel). Unlike the focus marker, these endings are added to the
noun, rather than to the last word in the noun-phrase, whatever that
might be; if the last word in the noun-phrase is not the noun, then

no case ending is added even to the noun,

neutral nﬂmingtive pPosSsessive

iinam iiname iinamet

NERL N "'",_. o . ; i 'd - W - -
llnam t1 ruchul linam ti ruchul linam ti ruchul

'the small girl'®
The nominative case is used for the subject of a claus E

of the pesessed noun, then a determiner, then the possessor -
€.8. min ki iinamet 'the house of the girl' (1it,: "house the Fala Ui

and the neutral case is used in a1l other places,

However, a case distinction is made morpholegically in sxmex

@t the pronouns, for which see below,

Je. Pronouns

The pronouns distinguish gender only in the 3rg aingular;'and
in the Xxx%t first plural a distinction is made between inclusive and
exclusive. The thirgd PErson pronouns have zero realisation as
clitie objects, so '4dn a-doona " can mean 'I like him or her or them'
(but not 'I like you'). We distinguish the following:

Lo long forms - can be used like ordinary noun-phrases, if subject,
but only in apposition to a clitie pPronoun if object(or possessive ?)
2. short Subject forms - can be ugsed like Ordinary noun-phrases in
Subject pﬂéitinn;

J. 2K clitic objects - are attached before the verb, after the
verb-focus marker if there is one, and before & negative marker if
there's no focus marker;

4. clitic POSsSessives - are attached after the nour., as thought they

contained a determiner (which is possible, since tney ell begin with
the usual range of masculine and feminine Ky Rt ines)

B e e T ]
. - - _J



Dot e Tatsieh ra do nLa 'You like him'

'‘He likes you'(1lit:
he likes)

You like him'

'vyour house'

You Focus-you-

2. at a-doonta
'

dma k—;h

e e

The forms of the pronouns are as follows.

l.long 2.8hort subj, Sl (AR Gkl Ll @laiimie
posses
1st sing. ani an (AN kcy/kaav
2nd sing. atti at ki kah
3rd masc. uusul uus 4 Kis
3rd fem. iche iche 0 kiche
> 4 /
1st.incl, iinno- iinno (i)inno keen
lst excl. nahe nah nah kenyo/kaany
2nd plur. atine atin (a)atin kin/kiin
Srd plur. 1cho icho 0 kicho

The alternatives in column 3 depend on whether or not there is a

preceding focus marker: if there is, the longer forms are used

(and in fact includé the focus marker, which is normally a-).

Similerly, the longer forms (ie. the second where there is an

WAternative) in column 4 are used tefore a focus marker.

W_

Postacripti in addition to the above forms, there are special

forms of the subject pronouns for use after certain'conjunctions’,
to which they aru cliticized.

(e.c. 'until he wakes up'),
either 'since/when' or 'Dﬂn t let.

In particular, 'he' may be just gﬁ

1chnwka—uu aﬂokahﬂ

F
and after uug) meaning

+'(i.e. negative optative), 'he'
can be even zero (or uu or uis) - presumably bacause of its formal

gy e ——

identity to the conjunction?



: , : OEPT, OF LInGUISTIZS & AFRICAN LANGUAGES
4, F?cuﬂ and its realisations UNIVERSITY OF NAROB

# P. O. Box 30197, NAIROM, KENYA
4a. The use of the focus markers

In every main cluuse other iLhan imperatives, there is just
one element which is maxk accompanied by a focus marker. There
are two kinds of marker: the kind which accompanies the verb (or
other predicate), normally realised as é, and the kind which
eccompanies a noun-phrase (or adverbial ?), normally realised as
8. We can call them predicate-focus and nominal-focus markers
respectively. It seems that if a nominal-focus marker is used,
then the rest of the clause goes out of focus, © to speak - it
becomes a presuprosition, in other words.

e.£. inam-g iinam doona  'It's the boy who likes the girl!

{nam iinﬁm4é doona 'It's the girl who the boy likes'

On the other hand, if the focus ndRkyer is a predicate-focus
marker, this may or may not be true, as Ihexneuiratxyasixsm this is
the neutral marker, used when nothingz is semantically rresupposed.,

/
e.g. lnam iinam é-d&ona *The boy likes the girl'

As we should expect from their meaning, question words like ayo,
'who', are obligatorily focus (*ayc iinam aadbnna ‘Vho likes the girl?',
1s not possible), but negatives also raise problems, as we shall see

in section 7, since the ne*atlva marker makﬁ§cludea other focus

iy, T ey "-..

elements.‘zylch is normally used in maln clauseé}
The PrEdlCth—fDCUE marxers are prefixed to the nredlcnte
while the nominal-focus markers are suffixed to their HGJn—phFHEﬂ.

Since noun-phrases may be used as predicates, xkxikerxzx which type

of marker is used depdnds on the function of the nounphrase.

/ | :
€.£. UUS XRaW makhﬁabal~£ déona 'It's a man that he likes'

s 7/ P
uus a-makhaabal 'He's a man'.

If two conjoined noun-phrases are in focus, the focus marker

B
&

is added just once to thé whole conjunction, not once to each of the

noun-phrases,

s SR Yok AN o _
€.8. 1lnam ichow iinam-e arge 'It waz a boy and a girl that I waw'.

I Tk
i’!-r.r'lr 1H :

O N F RO vl

i LR i J
QEPTL T WS g iy
! (PaNvER. £
( Jb « 30197, NAIRCEL &
p (. Ba

(YA
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4b. Reelisations of the focus markera

Predicate-focus: zero before a vowel
a otherwise.

lominal-focus: a after a possessive pronoun:
nyé afﬁér a modifying adjective ending in a vowel
zero otherwise after a vowel:

L] .l"‘
otherwise =a.

F

e.Z2. verbal: an ﬂ-dEDHH ‘I like him'

an g-arga 'I psee him®

non-verbal: inam—; doona 'It's the boy that likes him'
mualllmu—@ domna 'It 8 the tracher that likes him'

min ki-buur-a—nia an duona 'It'a the nlghmuae 1L 5¢

T

house the-big-Predicate-Focus I like like'

s s
min kaay-a an doona 'It's my house I like'

4c. Other similarly realised categories

Not only is there difficulty in bringing together the
varied realisations of the focus marker, but there are other
categories which are formally similar to the focus and are liable
to be confused with it. They are:

l. nominative case, in feminine nouns: also realised as -a,
though this -e is added only to the noun, rather than to the
?EfﬁiﬁJEhe iEF}a nmun-pﬂiﬂse. \8ce 3d above)

2. non-focus predicates {Founﬂphraaes or some kinds of adjective -
see saction 6,: realised as -e, but if the preceding word
ends in a vowel it is the preceding vYowel which is dropped,
rather than the -e, as with the focus -e.

s - ’
€.g. makhaabal-e maallim-e 'The man is a teacher'
man-Focus teacher~Fradicate (e mﬂEJilMu "teacher!')

e plural number

4. incompleteness: if a clause has a subordirate cluuse depending
on it it must have ME after its verb, and if it is followed by
a conJuined clause it may be so fullawed Hnwever unlike the
focus -e, this one alternates with -ye, which DCUHFE after
a vowel,

/ /
¢.g. inam ichow ilanE ia-Jﬂhenn ) lchuwka inam ledE

boy and girl each thﬂr—fUUght Incomplet.until boy ran awa-

i e L e T o e e ———



9. Yerb-classes NIS, S Vetbtisenits (Saev) fur reamrcoms | /

At the present stage of our understanding it is hard to
be sure how verbs should be classified as far as the rules of
syntax are cancnrnﬁd, gince different kinds of verb make different
tungea of distinctions in their morphology. The following classif-
+cation keeps closely to the morphology, and should be seen only as
& way of presenting the data clearly. On the basis c¢f morphology
and some syntax, we can distinguish the following kinds of verb:
a. suffixing verbs - e.g. dhoon- 'like'
b, prefixing verbs - e.g. h-m 'eat'
c. copula ('be')
No attempt is made here to cover varialions in the morphological
réalisations of the categories distinguished - irregularities, and
differences between monosyllabic prefixing verbs, in particular. All

we ar¢ concerned with are the categories distinguished.

ba. Suffixing verbs

Distinguished are: 1. present indicative (e.g. dhoona’ 'I like!')
2. present subjunctive (e.g. dhoono)
3. past indicative/subjunctive (e.g. dhﬁuna)
4. concessive (e.g. dhﬁmnéy]
5, imperative (e,g. dhoon 'lika')
. infinitive/verbal noun (e.zo. dhumnin)
7. verbal noun (e.g. dhoonan)
A1l but the infinitive and verbal noun (6,7) distinguish persons and

numbers as follows:

% gl TR ST 5,
1s, dhoon~a 0 g ey
28, &7%a 10 te tey /)
omg a 0 e ey
3f. ta © to te tey
1p. o VR Y Y e ney
2p. ten tan (NB) ten  tay a
p. an an (NB) en By

5bs Prefixing verbs

Dis tinguished are: 1. present indicative/subjunctive (e.g. aham 'I ea
2. past indicative/subjunctive (e.g. ahum)
3. concessive (e,g. uhumyéy)
4. imperative (e.g. aham)
5. infinitive/verbal noun (:.g. umhﬁn)

6. verbal noun (e.g, )



)f?5.P

Again all but the infinitive and verbal noun distinguish personcz

and numbers for the subject as followa:

/ ll .#Pl 1“3. f 4.‘
1875 a-ham u=hum u-hum=-yey
4 /
28, ta b fi-hamn
/ /
3m, ya yu
/ /
51 i ta tu
/ /i
1p. na nw
/ i i {
2p. ta=mh+in tu-mh-en ~-mh-2

op. ya-mhnin yﬁﬁmh—an

(The reversal of the h and m in the 2ng and 3rd plural ares due
to an automatic phonological metathesis rule preventing h from
being syllable-final, noted in Heine 1975: 187.)

5c. Copula

Df%;1n3u1shﬂd arei l.‘p?&ﬂﬂnt 1ndicat1ve subJuncctva viriible

« i ag el M\ N \\\ od e |5 a0l | ‘\\i

p esent nd1cat1ve/sub31n0t1vo invariable!

u f el ik 4 \;
(f-th

I S N

The term 'aubjuntti;é' in the above refers to verb-forms which
are found in subordinate clauses and also, in the cas= of present
tenses, after the negative marker mé. This classification can't
be applied to the copula, since there are verb-forms which are
used in subordinate clauses but nﬂt after the negative, and others
which are used after the negative but not in subordinate clauses,
QEHEHQHEHX13¥XHEKEPEEIfJXbHiEHFWhFihEIFHKIRIEFfE‘EXEFHY“ETFE =
InxXxuberdinats However, forms which can be us=d in positive main
clauses can all be used in positive subordinate ilauaes too, so
we need no main/subordinate distinction. Instead, we shmw which
forms may be used after negative particles. Notice also that there
is a pair of forms which are used specifiically for the past tense
negative in main clauses, distinct from the form used in negative
subordinate clauses (whereas in other verbs these forms are the
same) . ‘
Distinguished are: 1, present variable (e.g. ani 'I an' )

2. present invariable ( -e) (also used after

negative rarticle: m-eo tian't!)
3. past invariable ({hit/{hinit) (also used
after negative: mee ihit/ mee ihinit 'wasn't{';

; ¥ d
notice unusual form mee instead of m(a).)
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4. imperative (e.g. atédh 'be')
5. infinitive ( (h)eynan ) (used after negatives
.in both subordinate and past tense main clausss

| L o T S

S.ﬂyﬂrbnl'noun (iitaahén)

Of the above, conly the present variable and the imperative fary
according to the subject; their forms are as for a prefixing

verb (ahi, tihi, yihi, tiht, nihi, tihiin, yiniin; imperative:
ateh, ateha).

Notice that the infinitive (5) is not also usable as a verbal
noun, ﬁnlike the infinitive of other verbs - that 18, 1t can't bhe

used as object of dhonn- 'want' or as subject of an ad jective

"

- "f W -
Wl & ety Yilg bad'.

The above list does ndt include concessive forms —if they exist

they will be noted below in the 'Postscript on concessivea'.(§*f)

5d. Uses of verb=classes

E.. l. in main clauses (without clefting - see section 8):

present indicative - not after negative mha
? present subjunctive =5 Onliyas " "
past indicative - not " " 1
infinitive (weaning: past) - only : L "
imperative - 7
- copula: |
é a4 present variable - not after negative ma
G present invariable - with/without negative ma
. & past invariable =3 o " nee
A infinitive (meaning: past) - only after I "
imperative | wh 57

(for details on use of copula forms, see section 6)

2. in subordinate clauses

present subjunctive - not after negative ma or {z
infinitive ~ with/without " f 1

verbal noun - 7

concessgsiva | - not after nerfative ma or E

(8see 'postecript on concessives' below)

dﬂpula:

-~
present variable % - not dfter negative ma or i

present invariable e M " " 1 "



past invariable

infinitive

verbal noun

/S

Fi

: f
- not after negative ma or i

ol Gl-']ly " n "
s

e.£. A: suffixing verbs ¢numbers indicate verb-class in 5a)

o
|
-

A

5-"1-

Fr AN CANGUAGES

el e

IE-—I-"-“-F&-]‘.—.._.——_J

—

r-

-'r-q

- s
l. &n iinam a-dhdona 'I like the girl!
_ I girl Focus-like :
F 'y - i :
2 an iinam ma-dhoono ‘I don't like the girt'
3., an iinim a-dhoone 'I liked the giri!
6. an iinam mA-dhoonin ‘I didn't like the girl!
. Va >
D iinam dhoon 'Like the girl!"
~ ”
.  ichowka an iinam dh0ono 'until I like the pirl'
Fd
B ichOwka an iinam dhoone 'until I liked the girl'
/7 7 -~ 1ol
6. ichOwka an iinam ma dhoonin ‘'until I don'’t/didn't like the girl
' e -
4. an iinam dhooney laka LE Ve £N [N d oniih S et ha grrl’
s ’ 4 78 =8 ‘
6. linam dhoonin ﬁ—haagan-tlhl 'liking the girl 1s good!
gird: | Like Focus-good-1is
' - ”~ r
7. dineam dhoonan 4-haagan-yihi 'Liking the girl is g0od '
B: copula (for numbers, see 5c) DEPT, OF (1h tnep
UNIVERCLY OFf NATKE o
YYXX¥anxarhungun P. ©. Bax 3U177, NAIROBY KENYA
f&
1L an maalimu a-ahi 'I am a teache:r'
I +teucher Focus-am
e A o 7N 1 :
2 an-e maalim-e 'It's me that is a teacher!
rd s .
2. &n maalimu m-ee 'I'm not a teacher'
B an mazlimu a-ihit 'I was a teacher!
rd -~
3. an maalimu mee-hit 'I wasn't a teacher'
7 -
4. raalimu ateh 'Be a teacher!'
: -
B 4n maalimu mee-hgynan 'I waBn't a tdacher'
' A :
1, ichowka @an maalimu ahi ‘until I am a teacher'
i L 4 gty -
2. makhafibal ki raalin—e 'the man who is a teacher'
‘ . man the teacher-is
” of
Je makhaabal ki maalimsihit 'the man who was a teacher'
e - a"'" F -
2. 7 ichowka an maalimu ma-heynan 'until I'm not a teacher!
. ¥, - - &
6. maalimu iitachan ﬁ—haagan—tihi 'Being a teacher is good'
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The following revisions need to be made to the above sections,

be.Concessivea

Concessives (e.p. dhﬂmn;y Talii i should like') seem to be
used in just two environmernts: before laka 'even', or in a coordinate
structure embedded AzxEubjmeixefxsamexpredicatexbikexwatinvzba
¥ in a larger clause; meaning 'whether... or...':

e.¢. an iinam dhooney léka irda 'Even if I like the girl I'll go"
16 eatipil alaie even I go

e ’
an dhﬂon;y ichow ma dhoﬂnin;y irda '"Whether I like it or not
10 b S byl noit like 4t I £0 < il go'

(NB the conjunction is ichow which otherwisge meane 'and’'. )

There is no past/p ‘esent distinction in concessives, which
are morphologically more similar t~ the past than to the present
but can refer to past,present or future. Concessives ma2y be either
postiive or negative, and like the past indicative their negative
1s formed by using the infinitive after the negative marker ma.

In both positive and negative, the marker of the concessive is

—éy added to the verb, except that (a) this ey replaces the -en
of the 2nd and 3rd plural in suffixing verbs, (t) in prefiring

verbs yey is added instead of just €y. (This pattern is not,

# - a n Ll a !
however, found in the copula, whose positive concessive ias ihitey,

formed from the past indicative by adding just Ex.)

: . 7 e IAGTE
e ISTICS & AFRICAN LANGHAGT.
5f. Future tense -mfﬁﬁruﬁph.uﬂ?uﬁkﬂﬂm:Ti -

 NaAlROBL A

The copula (and apparéhtly”ﬂﬂij'thc copula) has a distinct
tense which refers to the future and not to the present, in additicn
to the normal present tense, which can also refer to the future.

-
It's forms are based on -atah: yateh 'he will be', nateh 'we shall be!

etc. (It is possible that these forms can also be used for the
positive optative, for which see 52.) The future can be used both in

main clauses and in subordinate clauses:
.-"' ra

8.8. maalim;yn a nateh 'We shall be teachers!
g

ichowka uls maalimu yateh inténe fiddiya
until ne teacher will be here he'll astay.
.

28+ Optative mood and 'subjunctive’

The following are wayzxazf semantically like imperatives,
except that the subject is not 2nd person (and cannot be 2nd person?).
Both positive and negative forms exist, but they are syntactically
rather different so they will be treated separately here. It will
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be seen that the discussion is relevant to the discusszion of

subjunctives in earlier sections.

Positive optatives

Forms: The form for suffixing verbs seems to he the same as for

the present subjunctive (dhéonto 'let her drink', atc.), in which

case it will be unnecessary to distinguish subjunctive and optative
for these verbs, However, for prefixing verbs the optative seems to
be different from the present subjunctive/indicative - for instance,
the 3rd feminine singular for drxxmk 'let hrr drink(water)' is

tibhaabe (cf. tabhub, present indic/subjunctive: tubhub, past indic.),

and similarly for 'eat' (*umhe, as against taham and tGhum) and
- F i g
'come! (timaate, as against tamiit and timiy). For the copula, one

-

attested form is e;ti, found after é plus adjective (e.g. a haagﬂn

eeti 'Let him/her etc be good), but it is possitle thait the future

4
form yateh etc can also be used (since the subject marker is optional

with this form, and as we shall see it does not occur with optatives
whereas it does with other tenses including (presumaoly) the future.)

/ - . : o
However, yateh cannot cccur after a plus adjective - it is only

attested after a noun-phrase (e.g. iiném(ﬁj aranto tateh 'Let the

girl be a2 mother' - literally 'girl (no subject marker) mother b=').

Uses: It is only a%xestmd found in main clauses, and occurs with
a focus marker (unlike imperatives), though it may be that this
focus is always the neutral preverbal a. The most unusua! fact

about positive optatives, however, is that the subject is not in

e o e e e T e S S —— W d— T — — — —

but in the neutral case.
e.g. iinam a-damto 'Let the girl drink'
jinam {inam khdona a-siichto 'Let the girl give the boy a nut'

iinam é;timaatc 'Let the girl come'.

Negative optatives

Forms: Like most negatives, these are built on the infinitive; in
this case, however, there is no negative marker as such (cf Sqmali?},
but instead a 'conjunction' is added at the b= ginning of the clause

(whereas negative markers always precede the verb, otherwise). The

conjunction is uuls), which otherwise means'when' or 'since',

Uses: Apart from the €fact that they are used on their own, clauses

containing negative optatives are syntactically like subordinate

clauses (including clauses introduced by uu(s) ‘wher'), in that
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r‘l""’w’. i
they must contain a subject, and 1f ihe puLJﬁcn 18 &4 pronoun 1u 13

atitachea to the conjunction a? a clLtic. Moreover, just as with the
bl 3 1."-'--1 .‘] 1.}
uUbGlendtlﬂE conjunction uu (& ) when', if the subject is ux¥x 'he'
iL HEE] eallsed as ; i
KRR axux HKF”FFL&l;EdiIDHhKTEEX11¥Klﬂmiuﬂlﬂg zero (which otherwige
is not found in subordinate clausea) -
rd ¢ -
e.g. uus-uu damin 'Don't let him drink it!'
- - .
uus-P damin 'Don't let him drink it!'

uiis iiname damin 'Don't let the girl drink it!'

It will be seen from the last example that the subject is in

the normal subject case (iiname, not iinam), in conirast with

positive optatives,

5h. Negative imperatives

These seem to be formed, once again, from the infinitive,
but this time the re gative medlNer is 4 before the infinitive

(which otherwise is used as the focus marker in rositive clauses!),
If the infinitive begins with a vowel, however, tne regative has
zero realisation. On the other hand, it seems that in at least

some cases the position of the accent on the infinitive is different

between the negative imperative and other uses of the infinitive.

As in positive imperatives, a distinction is made between
- [] - ] ‘ ¥

singular and plural, and this is made by adding -a (or sometimes
-na”) to the infinitive in the plural. Taken together with the
change in accentual pa%?ernna?%tmEde 5931db1y be best to separate
the forms used here from the infinitives proper, and call them
'negative imperatives'. The following are some examples, with
the past tense negative in brackets to show the normal form of

the infinitive.

r Negative imperative Past negative
DET, OF LINGUISTICS & AFRICAN LANGUAGF
LINIVERSITY OF NAROU gsin ular plural
P (. box Uil KAIROLLE KENY . s v > .-r
£ come a—ilmaatan f-iimaatana (ma--iimaatan)
o’ ~ rd 4
drink ﬁ—damin a-damina (mﬁ—damin)
; < / . /
drink water (@=bhaaban #-ubhaabana (ma-ubheaban)
/ / L
eat g-umhan '  @-umhana ~ (ma-umhan)
: / T4 Ry - 4 , £
like a~dhoonin a=dhoonina C (ma-dhoonin)
S ’ / /
go * ., @=iiran p-iiranna (ma=~iiran)

’ -~ o
be P-iitaahan P~iitaahana (ma-iitaahan)



6. Predicates 1@

6a. Permitted rredicates

"Predicate' is used here to cover only rredicates other
than verbs -~ those with which the copula may be used, both in
English and in Rendille, though in Randille the copula ias not
always usmdxwkikxa necessary. The following are possible as
predicates in Randille:
A. noun-phrases .. maal{mu 'a teacher
B. a noup-phrase consisting just of a determirner plus relative
. clause ea.gz. ki iinam dhoono 'the one who likes the girl'
C. a noun-phrase consisting just of a deierminser plus possessor
noun-phrase e.g. ki iinamet 'the one of the girl!
D. an adjective of-one class (called 'clitic ad)ectives' for
reasons which will become apparent below) e.2. haagan
'good, beautiful', ruchul ‘'small'
E. an adjective of the other class, called'non-clitic adjectives'

e.g. buir 'big', kulel 'hot'

'Prepositional phrases' (i.e. pnhrases containing a Fostposition
like ka 'in') cannot occur as predicates.

The problem in defining rules for use of predicates in
Rendille is that the Fresence or absence of a copula, and which
form of the copula if it is present, depends partly on *he type
of predicate comcerned (A-E in the above list) and partly on
the relation of the predicate to the focus in the Cliﬂﬂﬂ, and
also partly on the presence or absence of a negative marker. To
simplify the discussion, we shall discuss the various constructions
that occur, and state the conditions under which they cpcur.,

6b. Predicate alone

7 7 IFM H‘Lﬂ
FS5(4 {nam-& haagan %jha bﬂyﬂlﬂ good'

?)
conditions: a. Predicate is a clitiec adjective, or a possessor JP;

b. Focus is mnxthexsubjretxxxiy®my not on the predicate
(as when Focus is on subject in a main clause, or when

there is no bntus, as in a Eubﬂrdlnate clause)

e.£. {nam kl hdagan 'th& ggﬂd bﬂy
boy tLhe gcod

L)

-~



6c. Predicate plus invariable present copula

v - - ;
e.¢£., makhaabal-e maaslimu-e 'It's the man whe is a teacher!
man=I'ocus teacher-is

mfn—é buur-e 'ft's the house which is hig!

conditions: a. Predicate is either a noun-phrase or a non-clitic
adjective
b, as 6b above, no Focus on Predicate, except that
thereampuxax may be a negative m- combined with the

copularto give mee 'isn't'; this precludes focus

elsewhere, as usual with negatives;a d camnst veewr —
';ﬂ.r-l'li'r]{.,—-—-"-‘lk:- . 00 LA

/ -~ 2
min buur m-ee
house big not-is
Jdince mQdifying adjectives are in effect relative

clauses, the copula appears in them too:
- 5 -

min ki buur-e 'the big house'

house the big-is

6d. Negative (ma) plus Predicate

.8 inam ma. haagén 'the boy isn't good'

conditions: a. Predicate is a clitic adjective

b, clause contains a negative a2nd no other focus.

6e. focus (a) plus Predicate

r

s, -~
e.g. makhaabal a-maalimu "the man is a teacher'
-~ e

-~
min a-buur ‘the house is big'

conditions: a. Predicate is a noun-phrase, including noun-phrases

consigsting just of a determiner plus relative clause

Or possessor, or 1t is a non-clitic adjective,

b. Focus is permitted to precede the Péjﬁiﬂate (]S an

E
I

there's no focus elsewhere and it's not in a subordinat:

claugce).

6f. Predicate (plus Focus) plus copula

('copula' here includes all forms other than the present invariable)

e.g. makhaabal maalimu ﬁ—yghi 'the man is. s teacher'
man teacher Focus-copula
- i
raalimu makhaabal-e yihi 'It's a man that the teacher is'

conditions: a. Prodicate is a noun-phrase
b. Construction 6¢ is not possible, either because

there's a focus on the predicate or copula, or

s . - ; F ;I i B "I i ™ Ty N F" W A N s [

!
|
!

T



in a subordinate clause and ig preceded by the

negative marker. £/

6g. (rocus plus) Predicate plus copula

'corula' again excludes the present invariable.)

< e 7 o
e.g. inam a-haagan yihil

conditiions: a. Predicate is a clitic adjective

b. Construction 6b above isn't possible, for reasons

like those gifen under 6f,
AF | mrw”‘lr’f & “uFW"'*P’ LANGUAGES

!i, | f'_- i

1 .|;‘"-,._'1". . h

OElT.
6h. Explanation of 'clitic adjectives'

I i int &

Construction 6g is odd in that the Focus marker a , which
normally immediately preceddes the verb, in this case is separated
from the verb by the adjective. Similarly, in negative suborcinate
clauses the negative i 1is separated from the verb by the adjective,
and the negative ma in main clauses (past tense) is sepzratsd from
the verb hy the adjective:

/ G el & :
inam ki i-haagan-aynan 'the boy who isn't good'

. - o WA .
inam ma haagan-ihit 'the boy was not gooud’

One possible explanation of this set of facts-is to say that the
adjective is attached to the verb as a clitic, and 1s therefore
allowed to come between the verb and the focus or negative markers
(which are also clitics) in mueh the same way tha! vert prefixes
11@5’5@ 'in' and 'i 'for' do. This analysis also explains two other

facts: clitic adjectives, unlike non-clitic agjectives, cannot follow

the verb or be separated from it in any other way; and the copula

assimilates phonologically Lo ke a preceding clitic adjective hltaourh

it does not do so if the predicate is of another type:

clitic adj: a-ruchul-tihi (1-t realised as ss)
Focus-small-ghke 18

other: iinam taﬁy-a {inam ti ruchul Eghi 'Tt's my daughter who 1is
girl my-Focus girl a small she 1is a small girl'

(1-t realised as 1t, mot os)

6i. Clitic and non-clitic adjectives

The following is a list of adjectives classified according

to whether they are clitic adjeciives or non-clitics.

-

clitic adjactives
. s |
ruchul swall deer tall/long sﬂériyaw yellow
/ | : /
haagan good/beautiful gaaban short/low gudhdh;n red

'f'l- '.l" &
ulhaw green borgudhan brown  dhakhan white
’ h] ar i

— g e

RS SR — R e —

- s A e T e & e e AR s



6.4
non-clitic adjectives
bulr big futeet light dabakh cheap  khobo cold ¢>€
kulel hotb: huleés heavy. 3UU bad rendhille Rendille

f'
“orro Samburu
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. Subordination 2nd coordination of clouses

7a. Overview of syntactic relations

It is relatively easy to make a three-way distinction for

e o AFRICANTLARGIAS

e 1 ] i l'-."l"'lt
A, coordination o7 OF L b ¥ v NAROU
: y - ; e L A bA Nt - ¥ }h

. b1
B. embedding o O, Box 30T,

Rerdille as follows:

C. subordination.

Ihat is, there are these three possible relations between clauses,
Coordination means that the clauses are both of the same kingd

(e.g. both are main clauses, ignoring the presence of the 'incomple te-
ness marker' discussed below), and are syntactically treated as

equal sisters. Embedding means that one clause is actually part

ot the other - contained within it, that is - and they are likely

not to be of the same kind. Subordination is an intermediate

position, according to which the two clauses areseparate (neither is

& part of the other) but one is subordinate to the othor, =o they

are likely to be of different types.

The easiest way of making this distinction is with refarence

&

to the 'incompleteness marker', which is ( ;e added to the verb. A

1f the clauses are coordinated, then the incompleteness mck¥er is

RS e S e —

the incompleteness madkTrer is obligatory in the mxim clause;:which

T S —(— - E—— .

18 superordinate;: andi}f one clause 1s embedded within the other,
the incﬁmpletencss marker 1s impossible in either clause (urnless,
of course, the main clause happens to be coordinated to another or
to have another clause subordinate to it).

k- £ : ] r T 7 of - I r'd
ég.A.. inam ichow iiname f)=isjahen-s, inam-la firde
boy and girl Focus-fought together-Incomplets, 6 boy-and ran awa
v Vi 7

2 / Yo ; q ! :
inam ichow iiname @-isjaheny inam-la firde {same meaning)

7
B, chir ki makh&abal chay dame irte '“hen the man drank tea he left
time that man tea drank he left

C. inam ichow iiname ﬂ-iajéhen-é ichowka inam firde

boy and girl Focus-fought-Incomplete until boy ran away.

Qtheh differences seem to support this distinction, For one
thing, the relative order of the two clauses is relevant: in
coordination, the clause with the incompletenessc marker must precede
the other, and their constituente must be kept apart from each other:
in embedding, the embedded clzuse has the same freedom of movement
within the main clause as other elements do; and in subordination,
the subordinate clause must eiiher precede or follow the wliolcof the



main clause (as we should expect given the analysis of them as >

separate clauses); Moreover, xmxnwxm the distinction between
coordination and the other two relations is supported by the fact
that 'subjunctives' occur in the latter where they do not occur in
the former - that is, both clauses may contain indicative verbs

1f they are canrdlnu ted but not if one 13 subordinated to the cther

MFETbadh A aadded, ﬂﬁ;} suleRdInStr=a st RTERS I e TP B e te
ion and embedding 1s supported by the fact that XY embedded clauses

have the structure of relative clauses while subordinated clauses

do not.

It should be noted, with apologies, that the term 'subordinate’

has been used in a rather differant way in earlier sections, to

include both subordinated and embedded clauses 1n contrast with

main clauses - as for instance where the use of verb-formes was
being discussed. In this section we shall reserve the teirm 'subordin-
ate' strictly for xxxkx clauses which are sutordinated 1in the

sense defined at the start of the section - clauses wh cn are not

1 .'I-_]
- ey . b 1F|,["' . L r
part of the main clause. b LSTE SN N e
E'[ ik i | \J v “ h‘J
DELL. LJiein s eIy A

NAIRLODL
: p (O, LOJ S0l G
Tb. Relative clauses s

As noted in section 3%b, every relative clause is introduced

by a determiner —yhich may or may not in turn modify a noun (the

relative clause's antecedent). Nothing seems to be gained from
treating the determiner as a 'relative pronoun' (especially since
a determiner is also required in possessive constructions, where the
'relative pronoun' analysis does not seem possible). Instead, we
can say that the elecment corresponding to the antecedent within the
relative clause is either a zero pronoun (if it is object), or
absent, if it i= subject, or an ordinary anapnoric pronoun, 1if it
is a possessor. Where there is a pronoun referring to the antecedent,
it occurs in its normal place in the relative clause.

.. {nam kiy; iiname khoona tiis t{ihum 'the boy whose nut the

boy the girl nut his ashe ate girl ate'

One peculiarity distinguishes the determiner before a relative
clause from a determiner wrxthmutxaxfexww on its own, namely that

the former may optionally be followed by - X_ (-¢ after a consonant),

T S — e — N — T S S S BV e S S S w—— w— — T (_— ———— '--“—-"-_-—_*.‘-Fh.‘-_-“*-#—H_-_“--‘-'““r.-—

Note: Two more di fferences tetween subnrdlnated and smnbedded clausesn

on the one hand and coordinated clauses on the ot“er “(and main clauses)
ire that in the former a subject is obligatory, and that in the

former a focus-marker is not possible.



and frequently are so fullmwnd,(cf the last example above). No 2%
meaning has been found for this suffix, which also occurs, again

with no i1déntifiable meaning, after determiners before rossessive
onstructions.,

Like other embedded and subordinated clauses, relative clauses
must contain a subject, but if this would be uus 'he' and the
demonstrative ends in —Hﬁg, the former is allowed not to be
separately realised (cf. also the discussion below of ufis 'when',
and the discussion of ufis introducing negative optativas, in 5g.):

this is the case when the demonstrative is kuﬁE Rt ha L

ra rd - ,.:" :
e.2. kuus arge a-yimiy '"That one which he saw came'
that he saw rfocus-came

Also like other embedded and subordinated clauses, relative clauses
must not contain any fﬂéuﬁﬂmarker.

Une distinguishing characteristic of relative clauses (alss
found in 'adverbial relative clauses' discussed in the neyt
section) is that the marker of negatien is a t the usual Eér but
4. As usual in embedded or subordinated clauses, the negative markar

is followed by the infinitive of the verb, and no tense-distinction is

7 LIRS l il / : : ; , . Made.
e.2. inam ki iinam= i-dhoonin the boy whom.the girl deoesn't et

boy the girl not-like
As for the order of elements within relative clauses, it seams
that any order is permitted, subject to the following restrictions:

1. no elcmﬁnt may follow the reiative clause's vard;

2., the dmxerxmx relative clause's subject must follow the determiner -
ie. we might say that the relative clause's 'body' must end with
the verb and must also contain the subject, and must follow the
antecedent and daterminer. Howaver, thére seems tc be freedom
of movement for any mik=x element other than the verb, inside or
to the left of the body of the clause, and ¥f even the subject
may be moved out and to the 1left provided a pronoun is left to
replace it.

i P 4
e.8, 1inam inam ki khoona siiche (fwirte '"The boy who gave the girl
girl boy the nut gave Focus-left a nut has left’'.

SN F . il N
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z 4 - -
inam iinam ti1 uls khécna siiche @-ivete 'The girl to whom the
boy girl the he nut gave Focus-left - boy gave a nut left’
It is even possible for an element which is moved leftwards out
of the relative clause in this way to be treated a= the focus of
tne containing clause, even though the relative clause itself may

not contain a focus of its own. (This is a general phenomenon,



!t
applying to elements moved leftwards out of any kind of embedded
clause, as the examples below illustrate. ) | é?é}

/ LR, 7 0y - - /
¢.8. 1nam-e jid ki uus yuhum hanzan-yihi 'The meat which the boy
boy-focus meat th= he ate aood-is ate is good'
o -~ i Y p
biiche haas-e ubhaaban dhoona 'I want to drink that water.'
water that-Focus drink Ifwant

: ol - - gl b »
iinam-e dhoonan haagan-yihi 'Loving a girl is good.'
girl-Focus love good-is

(The second and third examples do not illustrate relative clauses,
of course.)

Tc. Adverbial relative clauses

A number of equivalents of English subordinating conjunctions
are at least diachronically, and probably also synchironically,
based on relative clauses in Rendille., This seem= to be the caae

for clauses introduced by chirri (abstractly, mhig '"time® plusithe

R i

2
determiner ki 'the'), with or without axfeXXmximgx ka 'in' following
the. whole clause:
ch{r ki makhaabal chay dame ki ﬁ-frte "After the man drank tea he
time the man tea drink in Focus-left. left!

(The ka found here is the postposition meaning 'in' which may be
added to the end of a noun- phrase, which supports the above analysais
of the construction introduced by chir as an ordinary noun-phrase.)
The only problem with this analysis is that chif abbreviates to

Just ch- 2f a subject pronoun 1s attached to it as g oliEic:
prcaumably ch- is not otherwise an alternative form fer 'time',

e.g. ch-an chay dame @-irte '‘When I drank tsa I left'
when-l tea drark Focus-left.

Otherwise constructions introduced by chir seem to follow &ll the

rules given above for relative clauses,

Td. Other enbedded adverbial clauses

Two other types of embedded advebial clause have been found
s0 far: those introduced by'ﬁ%ﬁ/ﬁﬁ—lﬂ&ﬁ/ﬁ}ti&ﬂﬂ[ﬁf&iﬂtr,
and those containing a conces=sive verb with or without a Jollowing
ldka ‘even’ (éf 56 on concessives), In contrast with re}ativa
clauses, these form their negatives with gﬁ rather than i, and
the latter of course contain verbs peculiar to them; but in other

respects they seem to behave ascording tvo the azme rules.

Yertzexiptrxlotarulsoxuns/uuxt xhent et nemtxs ct 1w
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Te. Embeddsd noun clauses 2

Noun-clauses - that is, clauses actings with nommnal functicons
such as subj)ect or cbject of a higher clause - seem to be of theee
main types:

A. those containing a verbal noun

» - 'd
e.g. iinam dhonnan-e haaggn-yihi 'It's loving a girl which is good'
girl love-Focus good-is

: P o~ s i
biiche dhhaaban a-dhoona 'lI1 want to drink water'
water drink-‘Focus-Il want

Anotlier verb which allows a verbal noun as object is wesy- 'feil'

B. those containing a relative clause with a noun like id 'way' as

antecedent
e "': S v s T o I . 1 .I"..-?l .

e.g. 1d ki iinam:ahulluwte f-arge He saw thac(?) the girl was
way the girl was angry Focus-he BEaw angry'

C. main clauses embedded as direct quotations

RS TN ¥ -~ -~ ’ ) . : .
e.g. iiname an khoona dhoona a-tidah The girl said she wanted a

girl 10 Fqubite want Focus-=aid nuGy

Too little is known about any of these constructions to expand on the

above.

7f. Subordinate clauses

The only conjunction known to introduce subordinatve

® & f 5 ] y £ ] #
clauses is ichowka 'until' (cf. ichow 'and'). Like s@thx=r embedded

clauses, these require a subject, and like non-rz=lative embedded
clauses they form their negative with &é rather than'i. As noted
in 7a, they can only mxxh®x occur eitﬁar before or after the

main clause, and the latter must have the incompleteness marcker

attached to its verb. g gt ‘-Euu”ﬁ

Tg. Coordinate clauses P, Q.

Little need be added to what has aleeady been said about
coordinatedclauses in 7a, except that the second conjunct need not
contain a focus marker, and that optionally either (or both?) of
ichgw an&biépmg§aﬁ%n§dég§dig the second cmnjunct._lgﬂég is added

at the beginning of the clause, but la is added as suffix to any

individual element within it, especially the first element. (Query:

: S AN
is icnow used between clauses, as well as between phrases?) Another

conjunction is omos 'or'
il e 7 e i ~ 4 : BT i
e.g. an gob P<irda omos imtane fiddiya 'I'll go home or stay here

I home Focus-go or here stiay,



Th, Serial verbs £
Za

A verb of motion can be used immediately before another verb

-With no kind of mark-of coordination between thern.

- g ’
e, 8. 1rde fol dikhde 'l went and washed my face’
I went face 1 weshed
e /. £5 z
min kiis moogile @-orronde 'I entéred his rouss and sat
house his entered Focus-sat down down'

It may be that such constructions are covered hy'the rules, such as
they are, for coordinate structures, but in tha sececond of the above
attested examples thare seens to be no fccus marker in the firet

conjunct (and possibly none at all in the first example, in eithsr

conjunct), so it would be worth investigating them furthezr.



G« hegatlion and clett senternces

e —

——

e

In this sactjion we shall review v

mhake the division of g sentence int
- involving negation. We st
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nescation.

Ba. Negation and its realisations

The chart below summarises the relations oet
and negative clauses, where other aspects of the ¢

constant. Since the negative marker normally occ

Lo, clausesa proh

lematic, all R

arious phenomena which

art with a look aut ordinary cases of

]

Jeen positive

1

-Auze are kept

urs just before the
verb, in the posfiiion where the focus-marker a coul

d otherwise gecur,

the table shows the focus-marker in those positive forms where it

can occur; 1t should be remembered that

it may not

in fact occur

before tne verb, as it may be attached to some ncominal clement

inatead,

in main clauses

positive negative

ll E_Prﬂﬂﬂnt iﬂdiﬂﬂ Eé‘pFESlSUblenc'

2, 8-~past s, Eé—infinitive
. e o

L * fr - 0 w .
4, impierative a-infinitive(?)

(see section 5h)

) éémptativc uu(s)...infinitive
COPULA ONLY

v
6. a-future | ?

7 ; 4 .
1. - pres.invar, ma-pres.invar,

. - ‘& 3
8. a-past invar, mee-past invar.
Notes

in non-rain clauges

positive

present sublj

past

concessive

(paatngi)

future

i S

A — e —

to 1/2: the negative marker in non-main clausas is

clauces,

to 3: maybe the suffix ~2y should be treated as a s

necativa

i
-~ = : - c .
. mali-infinitiva
mnmmn n

-

ma-nag,concassive
Tﬁg—infinitivc—pgl_

T . e —

U e —

. . S —]

A s T S

y
1 only in relative |

eparate element

in syntax, rather then as the morphological reflex of a special

'concessive' verb-class,

to4: maybe the verb-form used in negative imperatives is not the

infinitive, but a aspecial 'negative imperative' form.

N

to

cliticised to the verb.

the dots after uufs) show that it is clause-initial, not

f "
to 7: the -¢ in the first column ia the nominal focus marker attachaed
to the verb (required for the present inveriabhle ponitive 1g

be usmed),
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Bb., Negatien and focus 20
In clauses which may contain a focus-marker (i.e. in main
clauses other than imperatives) the ma negalive narker excludes
any (other) focus-marker, so it is reasonable ir. such cases to
assume that it contains within itself ths focus-marxker a (which
is oth:rwise the form of the focus-marker when attached before
the verb). This analysis would also explain the position of the
negative ma relative to the verb and to clitic pronoun objects:
as explained in 2c, ma precedes clitic pronouna, whereas i
(found in relative clauses, where theare is no possibility of
a focus marker) follows them. Since the focua-marker on its own
also precedes the clitic pronouns, we can say simply that the
negative ma takes its position from the position of the €ocus
marker which it containe=, whereas i, which containe no focus marker
occupies a different position.
A problem for this analysis is that @é also occurs 1in
clauses where no focus is possible, namely aon-relative embedded
and subroddnated clauses, In such coses we shall presumably need

to say that ma does not contain the focus-marker i. What needs to

be investigated is the position where this m& occurs relative to

clitic pronouns.

8c, Cleft nentences

Assuming that ﬂé does contain the focus-mﬁ&fgr, we can also
expkain another phenomenon: if a main clause needs to contain both
a nsgative marker and a focus on 56ma ot r element, its entire
structure changes into one resembling that of a relative clause,
For instance, if it contains a question word like ayo'who', this
must obligatorily be treated as focus, sc tae nsgative marker must
not also contain the focus marker, lnsteac, the relative clauss
marker i is used, and this (we may assume) brings with 1t all the
rest of the properties of relative clauses (except one, which we

shall note below).
o.2. iinamé dyo iché {-dhconin - ‘'Wno doesn't the girl 1ike2'
girl who she not-like
The part of the sentence following dyo is just like a relative
clause: it contains i instead of ma as negative marker; it uses
the infinitive as verb-form even in the present tense; and 1t has
Lo contain a subject in the 'body' of thé relt:ve clawm e (see the

discussion of relative claw es in Tb), evan if there is a subject
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which has been moved leftwards out of the body of the clause.- hence
the pronoun iche 'she' which is ooligatory in this sxample, renjacin:

1iname 'the girl' (which, incidentally, is marked as subject Uy tha

nominative case auffix —EJ.

The cbvious difference hatween such examxples and trus

; : | Toliow
relative clauses is that the latier have to FaFXacy a determiner,

whereas the former can't (sse the rules fer noun-pnrase structure
in 3b)., In other words, if we wanted a translia‘ion of 'the one the
giri doesn't like', with 'the girl' moved out tc the left, it would
have to bte introduced by a determiner (ke )is

iiname.....ki iche i-=-dhoonin
girl the she not-like

Because of this difference, it is qulite unclear wnether we should

in fact #nalyse sentences like the one above as simple or complex -

"

ie. do they contain any kind of embedded clause =zt all, or do thay
consist just of a mein clause to which the rules for relative clayse
structure have somehow been transferred? And if the latter jia t'a
case, how can we apply to a single main clause the notion of 'bodw!
of a clawse, given that as we have definad 'bddy' everything in the

clause would have to be its body and we could not say that liname

had been 'moved out'?

Similar constructions arise under othner circumstances than
negative 'wh' questions. First, if the focus is put on a nominal
element in a negative sentence:

e.g. inam iinam-e uus i-dhoonin 'It's the girl that tu= bov docsn't

boy girl-Focus he not-like like'
And secondly, in a construction which deserves much more attention,
which we can call 'negation of existence' constructions, whcse meanin
involves the negation cf an sxistential quaniifier.

e.g&. toor an khabo mee-le 'I have no spear'
spear 1 have not-is

(The verbform here, mee-la, is otherwise used to mean hasn't, as

in makhaahal mem-le 'She has no husband'; it is net covered by the

discussion of verb-forms in 5, but seems to contain tha invariable
copula mee 'isn't'.) wunlike the previous exampires, this one has the
negative in the (apparent) main clause rather than in the (d#pparent)
relative clause, but otherwise it is similar incontaining an

apparent relative clause structure (e,g. the subject an is obligatory

and there is no focus except ths mee), We might translste the
example above more literally as 'I haven't a spear which I have'.
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except that, oncs again, thers iz no dsterrminer to Ineiroduce the

relative clunse. (Another fact about such gentences. and alsc aboul
]a

sentences containing ordinary nee- ‘haven't', ie that nothins i-:

allowed to be moved out of theclause to follow mee-lsa, shereas

in other cases el=ments can be moved freely after the verb, albeit

with an intonation braak.)

fle leave this as a problem with no solution as yag,
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