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INTRODUCTION

We wish to come to the point right away, as it is urgent.
This does not imply that we are full of our own self-impor-
tance. The outcome of research, pressing research in our
opinion, multi-mattered and thrilling that we have been car
rying out for the past two years on the theme : The Somali
nation are not destined only for the experts on the different
subjects 1n question.

The aim of our investigation 1S to act as a vector : to
transmit and to help broadcast within the Somali community
this general knowledge that all « should have » (1), and
without which man cannot be expected to live in or unders-
tand life within the society.

Our epoch accentuates the necessity of such knowledge. It
makes of the natural sciences and technology on one hand,
and of the science of society on the other, the very condition
of the existence of a community and of the men who live
within it. Gone are the times of improvisation, strokes of luck
and heroics, etc.

They are not only useless in the world where all is measu-
red and calculated beforehand (or tends to be), but they have
also become dangerous when tenacity and audacity, always
essential, are not guided by the light of intelligence, by solid
and conscious knowledge that only science can give.

This general knowledge is the fruit of each people’s human
experience, each nation taken up by its own advancement
owes itself a broad assimulation adapted and enriched by its
own experience.
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This is the inevitable step which allows people to go ahead

on the path of progress.
There is no people,
moment of its history fo
their gravity depending on t
nent ones. Without this ever

no nation which has not at some
ught difficulties though variable in
he epoch, but which were perma-
—present effort to overcome diffi-
culty and dangers, there wguld behf*leitl;er CEDIUJIISEILT:::
history. Thus the problem 1s not t ﬁdt t ere dL, nE S :
(especially 1n a world whr;:re *there 1S mm:ttrl}inl ,{ L1 [hi
tendancy to survey and write 1n a I’I‘lﬂthﬂl‘l‘ldtl':.:i 1 n*!dn‘n;,r th
different part of a S{)l"ut'lﬂ'l‘l)‘ , but to fu-ml‘glah,l iT!‘rCEI y [:.i
given question in putting it in its proper hmtnnfua an .1 5_&11.. lilﬁ
context : that is to say in the continulty of _hunmn_ehpu_lg}m
and development of the national reality. [tis on this condition
alone that the intellectual step foregoing action can get away
from the powerlessness and deadlock with respect to the
snare situation brought about by the problem.

The Somali nation as a whole is today going thruu;h a
crucial moment : a cross-road from which radiate [hf:: diver-
ging paths toward the future. These of course won't all be
suitable. The crux of the matter, the vital point, let's say,
which reaches beyond internal dissentions and present wor-
ries. which will determine tomorrow the destiny of each on¢
of us, is to know which direction amongst them answers to
the fundamental needs of our people, to our most }cgltlm'—cﬂﬂ
national hopes : social advancement, in dignity. liberty and
unity. | .

This question overrides all the others becausc 1t revolves
around the very existence of our people as a mvereigq nation
working toward the recognition of its rights and unity.

This cross-road situation is none other than a crisis. )
crisis due to multiple causes reclad in transitory meaning an
character. Certain minds lacking depth and historical insight
or simply losing faith are seeing all negatively.

Worse again, there are some who declare that nothing _Cﬂ.“
come of this situation, letting themselves go consciously 10t

gy

extremes : (pessimism, egoism, sophism and demagogy)
adding more to the confusion in minds, putting the State and
the community into peril by their behavior.

The present crisis 1s double heded :

— on one hand, growing pains, linked to the advent of the
State and to the characteristics of our society.

— on the other hand, a crisis consecutive to a historical
ordeal.

The war of liberation of West Somalia 1977-78 (2) was the
pivoting event. All the internal difficulties, natural under
such circumstances, which came after the retreat of the
national liberation armies and the reoccupation by armies of
the East (U.S.S.R. and her allies) of the liberated territories,
were merely consequences. But the war itself preceeded by
inumerable bloody exchanges appears to be the product of
dismembering, by the colonialists of the somali nation and of
its unerring will towards definitive unification.

This crucial moment is a fertile one and will soon bear
fruit ; it allows Somali people to integrate a rich and burning
experience and to find its cadence in reaching out to its every
limit.

With the lull will arise a new outlook on things, the
outcome of the national synthesis, through the present social
and intellectual unrest.

The status that our country will hold tomorrow in the
Assembly of Nations will naturally depend on the way that
we manage our domestic affairs and on the possible advance
that we could allow ourselves in this respect through our
capacity of anticipation.

Such an outlook brings us in its turn to the knowledge that
we have of ourselves, of our society and of our history so as
to cast aside fiction and the unreal and to search for reality as
Its stands.

It is for this reason that this phase of crisis of maturation
both historical and temporary implies the call for a theoretical
effort. This will allow, once understood, to help us to link
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and arrange the present-day social phenomena il}d‘iﬂiﬂ‘l.ing all
the while, in so far as 1t 18 possible, the. j.uay 0 .Lu.:.u?ri. .1

In fact, the most important phenomenats th;t mi]rﬁm:, Itil1y i ~..
changing in its structures and mqg‘phjalﬂgy un ‘E'-lrrt EprisuEL
of multiple causes : natural, national, rggmna fu:l In cma-
tional causes. But, in the same way as « a_natu‘m .w_h}:m.u
politics is based on 1t geography » {Nd_plulft:ﬂn),jpx ll_ s, 13
must be. in a certain way, the_dynamu, synthesis of the

' ses which concern 1t.
Chglfll; it::eat;ltive minds, those who c_io not leF themselves b_c
swallowed up in the inherent confusion looking out exclusi-
vely for their own personal goals, can perceive the primary
sketch of tomorrow’s society which is in embryo through the
apparent disorder. i B

It will be different from to-days : in its organisation, in Its
men, in its ideas. Itis in this way that a nation must cast away
its old skin, make a new one, catch time it needs to pass from
one phase of its existence to another. In so far*as we are
concerned, it is our wish to aid this transformation part of
which the State, as an institution and nomadism as a S0C10-
cultural organisation form the two conflicting poles. Thls
rapport is dominant in our present-day society : it 1s decisive
for its future.

The interest of the theoretical investigation on this theme
can only be of a prime interest in our eyes.

It is for this reason that under the title of « State and
society », that we propose a study of the historical process of
the formation of both and of their reciprocity (IT - III - IV)
before examining, in the light of these considerations, the
situation of our people in this respect (V).

Our study will be preceeded by considerations relative to
the method (I) and will end with a conclusion.

I. METHODOLOGY

The differents parts of our account take in the development
throughout history of basic ideas relative to the method, to
society and to the State, taking their source, from reflections
of a certain number of philosophers and scholars.

Naturally 1t 1s not mere chronology which would be of no
Interest, but it is the evolution of these ideas in their conti-
nuity ;1t1s what one could call, in an almost darwinian term.
the /ife and growth of the concept in the true environment and
in the reflection of the human experience. It is then natural to
bring in one’s own opinion or to point out a preference for
one or the other of the theories.

Without doubt Plato is he, who in the greek world of old,
consecrated the most serious effort in thought in the unders-
tanding and rectification of the social phenomenon.

He 1s the first to have proclaimed that the study of the
soclety depended on science ; and that as a consequence, as
much elsewhere as here a special knowledge and a fitting
method were indispensible in the matter. His political
conception still valid because of his depth, its systemacity
and 1ts rigour deserves a place appart which would not be
relevant to this work.

I. With this new idea comes to light social reflection, so to
speak from mythology and miracle. He so ever who speaks of
science, speaks of objective knowledge relating to a concrete
object of which the external existence, independant of

conscience 1s submitted to determinism. Society has thus
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come under the same conceptual categories as the other
domaines of reality. Society thus turns out to be controlled by
laws. which « are the necessary connection springing from
the nature of things » (3). | _

Man, as he is not made as anisolated being, but forming an
integrating part of the universe, there will thus be « laws as
determined for the development of the human species as for
the drop of a stone » (A. Comte) (4).' |

These laws, defined, in so far as society 1s concerned, are
the outcome of precise causes.

Itis in this way that Montesquieu teaches us that at the base
of historical movement there are two orders of causes.
« There are general causes, be they moral or physical, which
act within each monarchy raising it, maintaining it or preci-
pitating it ; all accidents are submitted to causes ; and if the
chance of a battle, that is to say a particular cause, has
brought down a State, there was a general cause which
determined that the State was to perish by a single battle ; in
brief, the principal aspect brings with it all the particular
accidents » (Considerations...) (5).

The moral causes, which shape « the general character of a
nation » (Montesquieu) (6), rise, form its code of morals and
customs, whereas the physical causes have to do with the
f:hmate and the nature of the terrain on which the community
In question evolves. If these presuppositions are true, so
« the political and civil law of each nation should be so fitting
for the people Jor whom they are made that it can only be a

considerable coincidence if those of one nation suil
another » (Montesquieu) (7).

it As_iﬂ the kingdom of inorganic matter, human socie-
ties comprise constituting elements. Their varied combina-

tions obeying particular laws determine the general and spe-

L]

cific nature of each community according to the time and
place of its existence.

IThe)’ give to eqch society its form and structure.
1 a way the individual and the family represent the

e

« electron » and the « atom », these basic elementary reali-
ties and their more and more complex progressive associa-
tions giving birth to molecules, then to the social body. So
Spencer (1820-1903) explains to us that

« Social evolution begins by simple aggregates ; that it
progresses by the union of some of these aggregates with
larger one, and that after having been consolidated these
groups join other similar forms to even bigger aggregates »
(8).

This process presents even a mathematical nature in its
rythm and its limits ; indeed, « society are simply different
combinations of one simple original reality. Now, one single
element can combine with itself only according to a number
of limited modes ; the resulting being, in turn, subjected to
the same law, especially when the composing elements are
few in number » (9).

However, combination does not merely mean quantitative
condition.

An 1mportant dialectic element is going to intervene and
state the decisive difference between the whole and each one
of the parts that it comprises. For « Society is not a simple
sum of individuals, but the system formed by their associa-
tion represents a specific reality which has its own features »
(10).

A pertinant reference on biology will clarify the meaning
of this fact for us : « Biological phenomena are explained
analytically by inorganic phenomena. Indeed, it is sure that
there are only molecules of raw matter in the living cell.
Only, they are associated therein, and it is this association
that is the cause of these new phenomena which characterise
life and of which it is impossible to find the seed in any of the
assoclated elements » (11).

Combined human actions thus give off « a new product »
which is « the resultant of social living » (11) and is naturally
connected with « the number and nature of the elementary
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parts which comprise society » (12) and which stirs ip its
breast. |

The comparison with biology covers a deeper aspect. This
comparison has scientific, methodological and politica] Im-
plications because it places the animal societies in the furthe-
ring of the vital process. So Espinas (1844-1922) believes
that it would be necessary : « In order to found the political
doctrine on a firm basis it is necessary (...) to admit that

sociology is simply the continuation and the blooming of

biology, that human society is concrete and li Ving thing in the
Same way as the animal societies » (13).

In the same way of thinking, J. de Maistre (1753-1821)
affirms that peoples are realities.

« That are born and perish like individuals ; that have a
general soul, a true moral unity which make them as they
are » (]4) |

Individuals and groups within society are simply the or-
gans of this living body .
fnghlS E{?nc?pnon also shows the steps to take in the search
o an objective knf)wl.edg'e of human communities : indeed,
fr:fi:ii ;if;;!:ﬁ; afhm biology, scientific exploration lw:‘N use
o ;:’ e fhrefe’ ﬁmdafnem'a! modes, that is to say
o e ; exper:men{atmn and lastly the compara-
i (C:}mt apted essentially to all studies on human

| N (1S)

The regard for severi
More and more, the ip
Provement in other (j
tion of the unity of scj
at least the existence

De Bonald (1754-18
general laws of orde

ty 1n order to tighten social reality
fluence of already accomplished im-
sciplines and the under-lying convic-
€nces, that is to say the applicability or
of similar laws in different forms lead
48) to look into and determine « the
i [ between moral beings which society
cal?:isiaté m:sggnepl? and Newton wishedgto discover and
e °ral laws of the physical world » (16).
PTecise manner, he endeavours to point oul .

e ana

« The generative or only constructor principle of society in

general, and of every particular society » (17).

He concludes thus that « abstract propositions which have
become obvious truths, principles » (18) to have undergone
the trial of history itself which in the words of de Maistre is
only « experimental politics » (19).

With Saint-Simon (1675-1755) already roars the imminent
upsetting of the social theories in force.

« Copernic overthrew the old theories of the world... He
believes that the earth is not at all the centre of the solar
system, much less the centre of the world... Copernic’s
demonstration undermines the scientific scaffloding of the
christian religion at its root » (20).

3. Neither man nor society will have the same status in the
universe. Science diminishes the myth and megalomania of
man.

It binds him to modesty and realism. We will therefore
study the conditions of existence of the different societies in
time and space, the laws of their evolution and of their
Inter-reaction in history.

Without doubt, the most original theory and the deepest
one from this point of view at least in so far as we are
concerned, 1s the one that assimilates society to a living
organism and integrates it into the animal kingdom. We will
refere to it throughout our study. It represents the different
human societies in a whole which demonstrates a common
origin, an internal logic 1n their variations and successions,
their bond of kinship and their kinds thus allowing the sket-
ching « the genealogy of the social types » (21) similar to the

tree of life.

From the primary state of civilisation « humanity has
evolved according to necessary laws of development » (22)
which permit us to fill up the gaps where we lack « interme-
diary links » in the « organic succession » (23) and to show

« the great sequences of human progress » (24) since « the
human race has the same origin (and) has gone the same way,
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by different but parallel paths on each of the continents i a
similar manner » (25).

4. Naturally, a philosophical and scientific research gych
as this has an ethical finality for goal : it will be a question of

setting up a harmony between these three different but com.
plementary orders : the human, the social and the natural

orders, whilst eliminating the causes of contradiction and
contlict which set their elements one against the other and of
course respecting their hierarchy .

It is obvious that we will attain this result only if there is,
first, a « spirit of discipline (...) founded on reason and
Lhn_lth » (26) that is to say « a homogenous moral » (27)
which is the condition of existance of life in the community

In order to be part of and take active part in the movement
O.f the social body of which he is the fundamental and deci-
sive element the individual must thus possess beforehand
reasons of behavior which conforms with social norms. Only
then will he be in a position to appreciate to its full extent, the
fundamental role of laws (judicial and natural) which govern
tht? moral, social and universal world. He will no longer
;2;1;1113{; ls{:::(;gl fO}I'liways « to be free against laws » (28) and
. -l-mels OWN personal interests without worrying
of it ? > SUC‘EI}’,_fGl‘ « as soon as anyone says « What

* » about matters of State We must count that the State 1S

lost » (29)
permanent i {his specific living body, undergoes
e 8¢ IN Its Internal organisation (anatomic and
glcal we would say), its external configuration and

its connections w;j e
roundings, al sphere and natural

regI;;zln E}Uiﬂsszn-?e.ﬁfﬂ of _thfi individual the same denmnd In
the field of th Ml be fitting to extend and throw lignt on

Failing whij ehc?]nscmnﬂﬂ of the citizen.
and to doubt [{1:1 (s would run the risk of running aground
certain thresh ; ‘f’ery survival of society, over and above 4
eshold : « The more social reality is complex, the
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more itis moving and the more change and adaptation to new
conditions are needed from man » (30).

Thus, the lower and mechanical solidarity will be replaced
by an organic one founded on the division of work between
the different parts of the social body.

Interdependant and complementary the different sectors of
social life converge simultaneously in a harmonious order in
the general interest which is, in a certain manner, the com-
mon denominator of the particular interests, the good of all
and personal interest upholding the same dialectic relations
as those that link the parts to the whole and reciprocally.

Mechanical solidarity, says Durkheim is the one of the
mineral world. This phenomena is to be found also in the
human groups at a certain stage of their development. But
« the social molecules which could be coherent in this one
manner only could therefore not move with uniformity unless
they have no movement of their own, as the molecules of
inorganic bodies do, it is for this reason that we suggest
(calling) this sort of solidarity mechanical » (31).

The organic solidarity appears quite different : « This so-
lidarity ressembles the one that we can observe in the higher
animals. Each organ indeed posesses its special physio-
nomy, its autonomy, and nevertheless the stronger the unity
of the organism is the more pronounced the individualisation
of the parts is » (32).

5. If we see society as a living being obeying the funda-
mental laws of live (birth, growth and decline), we must also
define the conditions of the state of health of this being so to
be able to determine the « pathological cases » and detect the
abnormal perturbances which effect the working of its orga-
nism.

Only this previous knowledge will allow the research of
the appropriate « remedy » in order to restablish the balance
that was ruptured. This is what Durkheim explains and goes
on to justify the continuation of this study : indeed, « thereis
a state of moral health that science only can determine com-
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petently, and as this has not yet been carried out fully
anywhere it is already an ideal that can be endeavoured to
approach. « Whatsmore, the conditions of this state change
because societies are transformed and the most serious
practical problems that we have to settle consist precisely of
determining it again depending on the changes that have
occured in the sphere. Now, science is supplying us with the
laws, by which variation has already passed, allowing us to

anticipate those which are accuring and which claims the
new order of things » (33).

[1. SOCIETY

Upon tackling this research, one can ask the methodologi-
cal question o know which, society or the State, deserve
priority.

The answer does not seem easy.

State and society uphold, in their development similar
relations to those existing between thought and language.
That means the furtherback we go in time and as rudimentary
as it may be society carries in his breast a form of power ; the
evolution between the two terms, State and socjety, being
prallel and linked dialectically. | |

We propose to follow the life and the growth of society in a
triple point of view which will be a thread in our investiga-
tion : . N
|. Power as the centre of gravity of the community in ques-
tion.

2. Economy as absorbed energy which is necessary as much
for the upholding of the group as for its quantitative and
qualificative growth.

3. The internal organisation of the social elements under the
influence of the two aforegoing elements, in other words the
structure and the exterior morphology of the group.

|. The primitive horde : the plasma

Naturally, we no longer believe, at least from a scientific
point of view, in the propagation of the human race from a
couple, resulting from Creation.



L.

There was on the contrary the slow moving and progres-
sive making of man from one or several animals specjes
under determined geological and climatic conditions mur;:
and more defined by scientists.

One can consider the horde as the outcome of this long an(
dark process : a transitory phase where animal nature ends
and where the dawn of humanity rises.

This hiorde « would be the true social protoplasm, the seed
from which grew out all the social types » (34).

\}’e establish that power works from the beginning, as if
society, no matter where it stands in its development could
not do without I for even its own existence. [tis defined by g
triple characteristic - '
E) IL1s absolute : the domination i« total on the whole.

) 1t is fﬂunf:led On violence and force. The horde (and this
ﬁ:gﬂ S[[liem like CDTUI_'HI}’) would be thus « a homogenous
i th: gtf;]rts ,Odeh]Ch do not distinguish themselves one
Py €r an 45 a consequence would not have made
. de%ﬂ?:{ﬁ;lgs one with the other (and which) in brief would

s any defined form and any organisation » (35).

€ chief forms the single and acti 1!

hai : gl€ and acting pole for the whole

€1n relation to whom g]] th ‘

distrbnted € members of the community are

iy 0 IWo categories according to sex : the male is

mitted to his will and th fem: o 46« pivals

Bttt et ¢ Iemale, to his needs : rivals
& Subjugated or excluded.

The chi ey
forced b E{E'ﬁﬂsures f_nhﬂ d{recllﬂn of the internal unity, rein-
Hispoyw © Bregorious instinct of the group.
° as long as he js i 4 Position to govern, persues

two pl"imar : ;
Y objectives the vita] nature of which is obvious !

th&t 1S the Sati :
atisf ; :
appetite. action first of all of his sexual and alimentary

Said in g
no : _ ; ;
ther way again, ang here is an important point,

POWer gives g e
only « Dbjet;-tscielsf o the Possibility of disposing of the two

I . 3 L P
tance and Woman. i by S0C1ety at this stage : subsis-
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But this list is not limited as the evolution of power will
show.

Lastly, the economic activity which has for limit the exclu-
sive search for daily food by root picking and hunting of thus
ensures the first form of production ; that is to say the
reproduction and preservation of the elements which com-
pose the horde.

This living and mobile formation, united by mechanical
solidarity at the basis and by the ever-present repression of
the chief (temporary) is by necessity nomadic.

Its life closely depends on the hazards of the natural
environment which supplies it with the means to subsist. It
must be pointed out lastly that power is, from the beginning,
the stake of a struggle.

2. Family, clan, tribe

According to Rousseau, the family is « if one wants to call
it the just model of political societies ; the chief is the image
of the father, the people is the image of the children, and all
of them having been born equal and free, alienate their
liberty for their own use only. The whole difference is that in
the family the love that the father has for his children rewards
him for the care he renders, and that in the State the pleasure
of governing makes up for this love that the chief has not for
his people » (36). :

et us put aside the political implications of this compari-
son to limit ourselves to the coming of the family and its
consequences. Family life, in other words, the shari_ng
between geniters women and offspring, seems a compromise

putting an end to the struggle, mortel or enslaving depending
on the i1ssue, which opposes the chief to the other male adults.

In fact, family which has undergone different and succes-
sive forms throughout history (37) bears witness of the final
defeat of the chief whose absolute power, discretionary and
direct on the community fails partly to the advantage of his

rivals.
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Bar e ey e PRCHOINCIK '--f:’-.',-:-‘:-‘. ‘-‘.‘_J:f.';;r,'-h.,,' Vedl
cnoiuce  MEiEy OOt in relation 1o e previous stdit TNeritt
;1?_;;::1- DSt -i_iﬂwrpyewti{m Z Lﬁ‘: fathers of the . family
represent the multple image of the fallen and dead ;.:hi:f 'a_-hm
is reproduced as a social personnage but also as an indispen-
sible function. +

With the breaking up of the absolute power practiced by
the chief on the community, comes at the same time the
stoppage of homogeneity, the loose and pria_*nary unity of the
horde. Conjugal life sets up simultaneously in the heglrt of.me
group the first structuration, composed indeed of identical
unities in their simplicity : the family, which is « the oldest
of all societies and the only natural one » (38), supplies the
basic frame on which the building and future development of
society will take their support.

According to Freud, «the establishing of the family
consecutive to the murder of the father by the sons marks out
in fact the birth of human society as a group obeying a moral
reglementation to master the destructive effects of force »
(39). We can also add that the first cultural elements, rites,
beliefs, etc., draw their roots in the consequences of this
emancipating gesture and the family.

We can, moreover put forward the hypothesis according to
which the offspring forms for the parents and in the frame of
the family cell the original and primitive form of property in
the way that they could dispose of their children.

Lastly, the family carries in its breast the possibility of
social stratification which is carried out when certain histori-
cal conditions are present. To resume the role of the family
and look on the perspectives that it opens to human develop-
ment, let us see what De Bonal was already writing : « In the
beginning of society, the laws of the family form, by their
development, the law of the State which springs from the
famit'y' like a tree from a seed that concealed it. The progress
of political society has been to pass from the domestic state 1o
the public state and to fix civilised people, for the new born

e A

people are nations divided into families and civilised people
are families bound together in the body of a nation. .. » (40).

However the institution of the family always reproduces
on a smaller scale the primitive horde from which it has
come : as an economic and social unit relatively autonomous
when the day-to-day production is consumed daily, the work
division being based on the sex, whereas the common pro-
perty of the means of subsistence is not yet broken down by
the demographic pressure and the arrival of inheritance.

From there on, the formation of society seems to follow
along quite a simple theoritic schema : the incessant struggle
against the environment, the external threats coming from
other groups render necessary solidarity and the union of a
certain number of families : thus the clan i1s formed, compo-
sed of the unity of these groups ; the clan formations give
birth to the tribe ; a certain number of the later results accor-
ding to the same process, in society.

The clan is an intermediary form between the family and
society : an « enlargened family », but at the same time, 1n
connection with it, a more advanced model of future society.

The clan represents a certain number of typical features
relating to the organisation, to the power and the situation of
the members which go to form it. |

What defines the clanic (or tribal) structure is « a system of
homogenous segments, similar one to the other » (41).

Nothing, in fact, can distinguished one individual from
another : itis the same for families, clans and tribes. Through
a process similar to that of scission in biology :e!nd which was
rendered possible by this supple articulation xyhlch 1S
« segmentation », the group can easily splitﬁltself Into e}e—
mentary units (the family) each time there 1s need for it :
search for food, overpopulation, danger, etc.

In comparison with the horde, the clan introduces little
change concerning the economy the objective of which 1s
always subsistence, the survival of the group. Bl

Another ressemblance with the family, the « primitive
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society » iS « basically c:ﬂnummimit', lacking hﬂpnrru{u
commerce, Prfuaffg prgpgrq?, economic classes, or f.’f(”ﬁpt‘)ﬂ{‘
rule » (42). | ,

The situation of the individual results from the organisa-
tion of the clan. a2 ‘ (e e

The freedom of man coincides with his identification in his
i tellectual and social life to the group which works like a
« uniform mold » (43) for all 1ts membem Thc mﬁeu:nberr-;
demonstrate this identity in their behavior, their beliets and
their ideas.

In fact, « primitive society distinguishes itself not by {/w
family organisation but with clanic organisation. Everything
is determined within it, everything is lived and thought out
not in reference to the individual but to the group » (44).

This feature is perhaps explained by the fact that the clan
assumes, in a manner as yet indiffenciated. the different
forms of power which will be established separately later. It
is « at the same time a political, familial and religious unit »
(45).

Thus the total submission of the individual to the group
and the attribution to the latter of the power of the sub-groups
(power delegated to a patriarch if need be) brings to mind 1n
certain ways the state of the primitive horde ; at the same
time, the flexibility of this integrated organisation permits to
the clan to survive better. The reciprocal independance of
men and of families and the intermittent character of power
come well to the head in this text of Waitz (Anthropology) -

« As a general rule, families live beside one another with a
large amount of independance and develop little by little in
order to form little societies (read about clans) which do not
possess definite constitution as long as the internal struggles
or external danger, take war for instance, do not bring about
that one or several men must break away from the mass and
put himself at its head. Their influence which depends only
on personal ability does not spread and lasts only while the
confidence and patience of others last. Each adult stands in

front of such a chief in a perfect state of independance. It is
for this reason that we witness such people, without internal
organtsation, holding together only by the effect of external
circumstances and as a result of common habit » (46).

In other words, as a general rule and for the most part.
these societies are united by what we have called mechanica
solidarity and which calls for the necessity of mutua
connections (and so to speak minima) between the physica
elements.

Anything else is organic solidarity ; the structure of socie-
ties where it is preponderant is composed of « a system of
different organs, all of which have a special role, and which
themselves are formed of differentiated parts. In the same
way as the social elements are not of the same nature, so they
are not disposed in the same manner. They are not put in a
linear juxtaposition like the rings of a ringed (worm for
instance) nor do they fit one into other, but they are one to the
other in coordination and subordination around a central
organ which exerces a moderating action on the rest » (47).

It is the social division of work which according to Durk-
heim creates this organic solidarity : it covers a deep mea-
ning which goes beyond the simple unstable human motives.

« It is not only a social institution which has its source in
the intelligence and will of man ; but a phenomenon of
general biology the conditions of which, it would seem, one
must search for in the essential properties of organised
matter. The division of work appears only as a particular

form of this general process, and societies, in conforming
themselves to this law, seem to yield to a current which came
into being long before them, and which entails in the same
way the whole living world » (48).

To summarize let us say that we had first the simple
element (the individual), then the social cell (the family), and
lastly coming from the latter the clan formation. |

Naturally, the passing of the clan into society (englobing
an entity of these groups) is carried out depending on the
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determined historical conditions which vary in time and
space. For the moment, it is fitting to grasp the transforma-
tion and the decisive role of power in this evolution.

After having been exerced 1n an absolute and permanent
manner by the chief of the horde, then recuperated in the
father figure of the family, we now see 1t 1n a third phase.
again concentrated in one external and superior point to all
clans (or tribes) comprising society ; focal point and pole of
union where the phenomenon of power demonstrates its
intermittent throb : the subsequent social progress with
which it will go on developing a dialectic inter-action, will
consist of stabilizing it in its justification and its function.

We have worked from the principle according to which
society makes up a « system, analogous to the structure,
functioning and specializations of parts of living organism »
(49).

We can, in order to deepen this comparison, establish from
now on Fhe fundamental correlations between the living body
and society knowing that the nervous system, the organs and
the skeleton which comprises essentially the superior orga-
nism correspond respectively to the government, 0 the 1ns-
titutions and the economic structure of the /iving social for-
mations. This analogy naturally brings us, and from &
methodological point of view, to clarify the particular cha-
I'E,’fCtEI"S of the living being, as it has been defined by darwi-
nism in particular :

l 1) Unity and interdependance of the organs in the com-
i:r“&‘:“tﬁ;}’ framework of their different functions going (0-
a0d fanda Same 303! ) fl:Dm which the rempmcu} mﬂuem:r.f

ney to equilibrium between the parts of the whole

(law of correlation).
msgeﬁiziuT;:;?gfﬂdagtative evolution whi:::h is also a p_cr:
s functional and morphological one. hfi?r"}
Onithe cities ha?ldsﬁon lf}f vital advantageous apmudt:’:h ‘d{lt %
ristics. Evolution Gbe junaten of unfavourable characte-
eys a determined logic explaining the

)

variations and survival of previous states, as well as the
existence of the different species and their parental connec-
tions.

[t expresses the heritage of the living being’s past, regis-
tered on the genetic level, and his dialectic interaction with
the environment to open to the future ; thatis why all biologi-
cal phenomena have reason to be in their existence even if
they do not apprently seem to be useful to the organism to
which they are linked : whereas the recapitulation by the
ontogenesis of all the previous development of the individual
perpetuates and proves at the same time the continuity of the
evoluative process.

3. The organism forms a homogeneous sphere of which
the dynamic of the internal and external reactions ensures the
preservation within a relative identity.

4. Lastly, the living body 1s a whole of which all the parts
are arranged among one another and subordinate to the
nervous system.

Having pointed out these marks, let us now come back to
social reality.

On this level. the direct projection of the biological and
physiological data 1s particularly striking in the stirring pen
of Michelet who writes in his Histoire de France, volume I,
about national life : « Life has one sovereign and very de-
manding condition. It is really life only in so much as it 1s
complete. [ts organs are all interdependant and act only
together. Our functions are linked and imply one another .

If one is missing, then nothing lives. In the past, it was
thought it was possible toisolate with the scalpel and to study
separately each one of organs. This cannot be as all has an
influence on all else.

[tis for this reason that he will try to study in all his aspects
the formation of the French nation throughout the epochs 1n
order to grasp, inits unity the whole of its historical,, physical

and vital movement.
Political society begins to take form at a moment when we
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do not yet observe any of the IllquiD?ﬂEd organs. 'Th‘i_bl'ﬂltﬂ 1
that is to say the power as a principle of coordination is,
thoueh it is at the embryonic stage, the one which emerges
first - when one of the chiefs of the clan (or trlbe) sees humclf
vested with a new mission which places him outside and
Jhove the different groups, his own included and that he
assumes within the given limits, the command of the entire
community. Here we are at the origin (?f the State, though the
birth of the institution is difficult to situate 1n the current of
time and social evolution. Thus, for Deguit, the presence of
the State can always be noted, whatever the degree of 1ts
formation :

« In taking the world in its most general meaning, one can
cav that there is a State each time that there is a political
differentiation however rudimentary or complicated it may
be, in a given society ».(50)

In other words. the less the state institution is developed,
the more it intermingle with pure power, which always exi1sts
necessarily in every human society, in one form or another.

The State appeared in determined circumstances ; It 1S
modified all in developing, its functions, its organisation and
its structure as well as the way it is perceived by men.

It is of interest to study the phenomenon of the forming of
the State, and its different phases in the Greek world. Indeed,
as Engels has us notice, « the genesis of the State with the
Athenians is a particulary typical model of the formation of
the State in general » (51).

Engels justifies this priviledged situation by the fact that
the Greek State was formed in the absence of internal and
external violence ; it sprang immediately from their tribal
organisation, and by the fact that we dispose sufficent ele-
ments of information.

The Greek experience indeed shows us how the State
comes slowly out of the primitive organisation of hellenic

society in integrating progressively and in modifying itself in
consequence.

e

|. The Greek firstly divide themselves into four tribes
(each one composed of 12 phratries) set up on the different
territories, and ensuring the governing of their own affairs.
These tribes are going to cease being simply on juxtaposi-
tion.

« The change consists especially of the setting up of a
central administration in Athens, that is to say that a part of
the affairs up until then governed in an independant way by
the tribes was declared common and attributed to the general
Council sitting in Athens » (52).

This event has so a triple meaning : firstly this decision
represents the undermining of the tribal authority from which
is taken a certain number of affairs which up until then were
in its bounds. Then, in conceding collectively and volounta-
rily a part of their power to the benefit of an institution
distinct from each one of their tribal formations they take a
primary step in the direction of their integration into a unit of
which the configuration will never cease to gather precision
throughout the evolution of greek society. Lastly, the partial
transfer of this tribal power renders possible the institution of
a new structure which will confirme itself more and more as
an autonomous system, imposing itself progressively on
society, but which, at this stage, appears as the dynamic
centre destined to promote and forge in its own image the
society of the future, that is to say the nation.

It is also important to call attention to how, the new and
common institution substitues a historically and juridically
more advanced notion for the clanic or tribal solidarity limi-
ted and « mechanical » (as says Durkheim) : the national
right which ensures the protection of the Athenian citizen
even on the territory of another tribe ; a priviledge which
begins to work on a parallel with the security provided by the

tribe that it will end in eclipsing. |
2. The second step of the process of national construction
will consist of the introduction of a new principle touching
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this time one of the basic elements of the organisation of the

traditional society. | ' i
« A traditional institution attributed to king Thesée was

the dividing up of the whole people without taking phratries
or tribes into consideration in three classes : euphratries or
nobles, geomores or agriculturers and demiurges or craft-
men » (53).

Up until now, the distribution of men between the different
groups comprising society were carried out according to their
parental ; now it is their professional activity (and soon
private property) which assigns each one his place in the
bosom to one or other of the three classes each one having a
definite role to fulfill. The economic necessity to divide
social work seems to replace the reference to consanguinity
or the common ancestor.

Tribal formation here lets out an essential domain of its
authority : in giving into the principle of its internal organi-
sation it finds itself in a position depriving it of even the
possibility of using its « subjects », of arranging them accor-
ding to its own demands.

3.Lastly, in order to totally undermine the old groups of
consanguinity in their bodies, the correspondance between
the tribe and its geographical demarcation was broken in
prdex: to get rid of the territorial element which was entering
Into 1ts existence.

| Indeed, the country was divided into 100 circumscrip-
tions. Each citizen had to enroll in his administrative cir-
cumscription and take part in the political life of the commu-
nity through it.

Naturally, these three steps in the evolution of Greek
Society represent only relative modifications of the old tribal
organisation from which came little by little the Athenian
State. But, for a certain time, the principles of organisation
and the elements of the two societies (traditional and natio-
nal) go on coexisting and work in parallel. For, when a « new

organisation begins to come into being, it tries to make use of
the existing one and to liken to it » (54).

But this intermediary situation, transitory by its very own
nature reaches necessarily a limit which calls for the final
rupture with the previous state, indeed : « This mixed arran-
gement cannot last for a long time, because between the two
points that it wants to conciliate, there is an antagonism
which is bound to give (...). Therefore social matter must
enter into completely new combinations to get organized on
totally other bases. Whereas the old structure, in as long as it
persists, opposes it | it is for this reason that it must disap-
pear » (3)).

This phenomenon seems perfectly normal to us if we still
hold to the theoretic conception which grasps social forma-
tion as a living substance subdued to the same laws of
evolution and transformation according to a continuous, dy-
namic process throughout its different phases.




I1I. THE STATE

A. — The Greek city remains all the same an intermediary
organisation between the tribe and the nation endowed with
the appropriate public power. But it is at the basis of the
modern notion of the State transmitted to Rome and then to
the Occident. It already represents the state structure advan-
ced enough 1n the way that it carries out the differenciation
and the development of the functions taken on globally and
without distinction by the tribal power for the group as a
whole : governmental functions, judiciary functions, war-
fare functions, etc. The central adminstration with 1ts Coun-
cil and its hierarchical ramifications as far as the different
social groups and teritorial circumscriptions ; 1ts institutions
corresponding to organs ; its armour supplying the skeleton,
the Greek city takes on a form and consistence while shelte-
ring in its breast elements of the previous social order which
play essential roles in the new collectivity (such as tribes,
phratries, etc.) as intermediary bodies between citizens and

the central power.
The construction of the Roman state follows along the

same lines.

« A more or less forced merger of Gens into curia, and
curia into tribes, and tribes into a same and unique gentilitial
society » (56).

Morgan enlightens us on historical movement which,

throughout the successive reconstructions of the precedent
forms, brings us to the progressive arriving of the state entity
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as we know it to-day with its diverse instances that let its
origin show through clearly (their « ancestors » we could
say) : « The Gens born from the need that was felt to orga-
nise society ; from the Gens came the chief and the tribe and
its Council of Chiefs ; from the tribe was born by way of
segmentation, the group of tribes which later dissolved into a
confederation and finally became consolidated by the mer-
ging into a nation ; from the experience of the Council came
the need of an assembly of the people, with the sharing of the
government between the two organs ; and lastly from the
military needs of the united tribes came the supreme military
chief, who in his time became the third reprensetative of
power but who remained in a subordinate position to the two
other superior organs.

« The latter’s responsibility in his turn is the origin of the
one of the supreme magistrate, the king or the president. In
this way aren't the principal institutions of the civilized
nations but the continuing of those which appeared at the
uncivilized epoch, to develop into the barbaric epoch and at
last reach the civilized epoch where they exist and progress
still » (57).

B. MESOPOTAMIA

In the ancient Orient, the State comes into being and
develops on an analogous model just as logical where trade
and agriculture play a decisive role.

. — Re!igiﬂn, the leading influence supplies the princi-
ple and basis of the social organisation. The places of cult
where the faithful come together rapidly become urban cen-
tres. Cities are raised around the temples which attract a
certain amount of crafts and commercial activities. The priest
s naturally endowed with the social and political function on

top of his mission of spiritual guidance : the organisation of

e, B s

:;tg_riculturul production and protection of commercial cir-
CuIts.

2. — Here, like in the Greek world, we have recourse to the
same procedures to face external dangers : the Council of
Elders elects a chief who in Mesopotamia becomes a tempo-
rary king for the circumstance. The Lougal, the temporary
highest in charge of these interdependant villages from which
the City-State will come, is a war chief as well as a rich
land-owner. From there on, the process of formation of the
State takes 1ts natural course.

3. — The first step will be the unification of the political
power by the elimination of the temporal of the Priest.
Monarchy becomes permanent ; it grows taking in cities anc
territories to come to the construction of a centralised and
bureaucratic empire ; the unification of the economic, social
and judiciary reglementation reaches its end under Ham-
mourabi, which also solves the threat presented by the no-
mads, by their settling down and sedentary state.

4. — Lastly one must bring to mind a new justifying element
of sumerian power : Narram-Sin is the first who has proclai-
med himself to be of divine origin (38).

C. INDIA

It is within the first thousand years B.C. that the first state
structures of the Ganges Valley came into being. The evolu-
tion of these structures will take place, in India, according to
a « schema that will be repeated, modified and reorganised
later on, but whose essential elements remain the same »
(512D).

Vedic societies comprise clans ; the evolution consists
precisely of the progressive and inevitable weakening of their
teritorial and social solidarity to leave room for the coming of
the State. This transformation of the social structure happens



to favour agricultural development, and correlatively the

' jation 1nt jal classes.
differentiation into SOCId + i
Here, as in the case of Greece or Mesopotamia, the chief

becomes king 1 trying to sel his power on a divine basis
through the rites and sacrifices which associate the chief to

the supreme Being. i |
But royal authority has a weakness resulting from the

rivalry between temporal and spiritual power. th
The strengthening and development of the state organisa-
tion will essentially be the result from the z‘ictmnhnt monar-
chies, growing at the cost of chiefdoms which 'fmlf;—:d to take
the decisive step which would raised them to the height of the
independant communities, that is to say strong and structured
h. ‘
ﬂﬂ%lf the contrary, we can see «d slow fﬂ”*bﬂ(‘k of
chiefdoms faced with the coming of the State > (60), since
« where clan territories were neighbours of kingdoms, the
sovereignity of the clan was undermined either by .Ihf:’
conquest of area, or by the encroachment Qf the r.nnnlur{'hr cal
power, operated through clearing and cultivating new
grounds, and the setting up of agricultural colonies »+(61 ).
The incorporation of all the elements of the clan 1n the
State structures being complete : « The ries had for goal to
assimilate the divinity of the local clan, to integrate 1S
territory in the new State and 1o make its priests either
brahmen or special civil servants in charge of the temples
consecrated to the divinity » (62).

We can conclude from these experiences that the chiefdom
represents an intermediary step between the segmentary and

egalitarian society and the state fully developed entity (63).

On the other hand, one can consider economics as the
energy source of which the permanent flux proofs to be
essential for the working of the social system (we could say
of the social « machine ») ; power, in so far as itis concerned
would be the mode (we might even say code) of distribution
(judicious or not) and reglementation of the energy mass
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which irrigates the social body ; as a consequence, the union
of these two priviledged factors which, it is true to say, do
have a connection, has undoubtedly made up an essential
condition having impressed a powerful impulsion on the
structural and social differenciation of the communities ;
which supplies a justification for the theory according to
which the coming of State implies the appearance of an
aristocracy in relations of political domination and economic
exploitation with the body of soclety.

The natural and dialectic link between economy and poli-
tics is demonstrated in the tendancy of the public authorities
to keep constant and closer check on the national life in this
light. This reality is obvious to-day and has even become an

contested characteristic not to say a duty, of the modern
States.

D. THE ROLE OF THE STATE

The continual research of political philosophy on the sub-
ject can be resumed in the well known eternal questions :
1. What is the State ?

2. What is its aim ?
3. Which must be the best State

It would seem that Machiavel is the first to have used the
term in its modern meaning (64). A precise definition of the
phenomenon of the State .« so much the more difficult that its
reality shows from the origin in societies and covers almost
all human history, as Deguit observes judiciously ; indeed,
« we are wasting our ime, we will never find any difference
in nature between the power of a chief of a horde, and that of
a modern government composed of a chief of State, minis-
tries and Houses... There is a difference of degree, not of
nature » (65).

Power fulfills in the human community the same function
as intelligence or at least - otinet in man and living beings ;
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that is to say that it coexists and evolves with the social body. totality of the social system is reo ‘
" . A =4 'l-l i " 5 % - ; ; e = - L 4 - o 1 3 L &
/ithout it, there would indeed be no soclety at all because aspects » (69). reanised in each one of its

< vital Tole is « 10 judge what is useful or harmful to the d) Lastly, for certain theoritici
) oriticians, the State «1
. « N bu: GII

prg_ggrv(nf{}” of the Fﬂciery Gfu:fhi::h he s .[,‘.\‘II'{"}C{HH! HJ‘{‘{HH!}{{F idea » (C. de Malberg) (70). It exists onl ,
in order to cast aside the obstacles which run against this power of man : « T}I{:*?H”E’ is not s only through the will
preservation > (66). ‘ et | like the clan, the tribe or éhe H{?H:;); ar]ur.:q} , 2 hgfm”m”ﬂ'”
In other words, pOWer represents the conscience of [l"[f_: human intelligence as an explanati Al 21 LD filﬂnsn*u.::md by
social body and 1t works as such 1n order to preserve 1ts social fact that is !}(,55{55,{{{ ”i fim a;idj{“"w?””f“” of the
survival. o * ] power. Its reality is merely
Having said this, 2 second difficulty lies 1n the plurality of [f it is true that as a coroll: :
points of view in defining the State depending on whether determined behavior in regard t:f ::h ljfl e
one considers 1t from the historical, economical, pnlitical. man so that this institution can work 5 _a.ttir X ne'e(']Ed ol
judicial point of view ; the political consideration that we true to say that the phenomenon of L; Héf rﬂuld, e e IFSS
take on now, being the MOst important. As a fully-fledged individual psychology, a material re.:lit tdtﬁihﬁnds‘ outside
definition 18 hardly pﬂssible (nor is 1t even desirable), 1t 1S support on social DrJer itself upon the ot L
fitting to adopt another attitude ; it will consist of distinguis- nature. i i more general one, of
hing different levels in the state entity . material, judicial and
moral. . AIM
a) It has been said that the State was « d particular way of The Greek thinkers were in the pursuit of a practical ai
being of society » (67). [tis a vague formula too closed up on for the state institution, « find out how to build LES;C -lj:a a;m
itself. live in it for the better » (12). ke
b) The second definition throws more light : the State as Three conditions were required :
organising principle of society. It take in the advantage of . a high enough level of living, |
not contradicting the primary characteristic of power, 1S . the morality of the people. :
cnntemppraqeausness with the historical social milieu which _an institutional organisation, allowing on a given territor
she}ters it : it admits, in addition, the possibility of being the carrying out economic and political independanée i
enriched by the open perspectives it proposes. Of course, the pragmatic construction of the state ﬂp]':)ﬂl'a-
The' sta}e organisation sets Up a new order founded on tusthmughouthismryis far from dispelling the philﬂﬂﬂpher‘s
cnorc_timarmn and harmony of all the elements - human, €co- WU{‘I‘%ES of logic and humanism. [t 1s hc}fvever possible, in
nomic and territorial (68) which enter into the dynamic and antlmpating the historical development, to define the Staté as
changing composition of social formation. This last function a social, human and rational milieu which is destined to
shows clearly !’.he fundamental feature of the State as an ensure th'e internal and external security of each one, and to
autonomous, dlsqnct and superior power 1in comparison 10 promote its free and full physical and intellectual blooming 1n
the rest of the social body. This reasoning leads us to what is an ordered and harmonious manner with the whole social
perhaps the best definition. group. But whatever the objective be, that we can assign to

¢) The State as « an independant variable aroun 1 which the the state organisation of the community we could not be
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unaware of the origin of the State, in at least a waylﬂlhut we
can see it on the conceptual level. Without doubt it 1s the
famous Rousseau, who on this subject expressed the most
complete and rigourous expression as much on the reasons
which brought man to form a political society than the fina-
lity persued by him. ‘

The new organistion had to bring together the advantages
of the « state of nature » and those proposed by the new
community, while reducing to a minimum the negative sides
of both situation ; the Contrat social intervenes at a precise
moment (not so much in time as in the order of reason) where
the rupture of the primordial equilibrium puts the survival of
man in danger. Taking therefore this condition as a hypothe-
sis of work, Rousseau « supposes men reached the point
where the harmful obstacles to their preservation in the state
of nature prevail over the forces that each one can use to keep
himself in this state. So this primitive state can no longer
subsist, and human kind would perish if it did not change its
way of being » (73).

As a consequence the goal of le Contrar will be to « find a
form of association which defends and protects by the force

of the whole community, the person and the belongings of

each associate, and by which each one uniting himself to all

others obeys still himself and remains as free as before »
(74).

But this at goes well beyond practical necessities : it crea-
tes a new social entity in whose existence is expressed the
quintessence of le Contrat social. « Each one of us puts his
person and all his power in common under the supreme
direction of the general will : and we accept into the body
each member as an integral part of the whole » (75).

Le Contrat introduces a qualitative transformation not
only into society but also and perhaps especially into the life
of the individual, who, at this moment, discovers true liberty
and the‘v::_'ilue of virtue. The passage from the state of nature
to the civil status « produces a remarkable change in man in
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substituting in his behaviour instinct by justice and in giving
morality to his acts which they lacked beforehand » (76).

Indeed, man, who in his relation with his acts has Llp till
now refered to his desires only, « finds himself compelled to
act on other princpiles, and listen to his reason before
listening to his lendings » (77).

And becoming clearly aware of this experience of radical
change intervening in his view of things, he discovers that
« the impulsion of only appetite is slavery and that obedience
to the law that one prescribes for oneself is liberty » (78).

He pulls himself away, in this manner from his primitive
state such as a « stupid and restricted animal (to become) an
intelligent being and a man » (79).

3. How to build the best State ?

It 1s of course the crucial question for which there is no
ready-made and definitive answer. At least, we can put
forward some indications by way of elements of solution...

It 1s first of all an essential condition without which the
State could not exist ; indeed, « so that there may be a State,
this power of constraint must be irresistable. [ mean to say
that it will only be a state power if inside the group it does not
meet up with a rival power opposing it and preventing it from
carrying out by force its will » (Deguit) (80).

This will of monopoly of the public power has brought the
State to wage a relentless struggle throughout history against
the feodal system and the Church in order to conquer, at their
cost, the whole of the power. Thus, in France, for example,
monarchy progressively takes hold off the rights of the Sei-
gniors : « From 1484 to 1515, evolution marches on : the
king ensures exclusive rights on tax, justice, army... » (81).

In so far as the Church is concerned, the long secular duel
between the temporal and spiritual powers ends in the law of

1905 which, in proclaiming the separation of the Church and
the State, consecrates the final defeat of the former.

From this fundamental outstanding feature of public po-
wer comes the tendancy forward the arbitrary domination of
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the state institution and the abqses of governers wl‘m.arc‘
acting in its name. But if the public power went to the limit of
this tendancy, it would end up supressing which 1s at one and
the same time its goal and the basis of 1ts very existence : thm
is the common good of men and of the collectivity 1n }uhu:hﬁ
they live. Itis for this reason that a whnlesqnw mechanism of
auto-regulation 18 developed 1n ‘the breast of the state sys-
tem : that is to say an auto-limitation of the power through the
respect of principles on which itis founded itself, and rules of
rights concerning those governed whose liberty must only be
submitted to restrictions when it proves necessary in order to
ensure the safeguard of general wefare (82). +

Thus the public power, this absolute sovereign which
cannot « impose upon itself any law that it cannot infringe >
(83), if it does not want to risk reducing itself to nothing,
must however submit itself to rules so that its strength is used
« in a regular and uniform way » (84).

In the social body as a whole ; and so that through this
conformity to the laws it is deserving of respect and obe-
dience in the eyes of the citizens.

But auto-regulation can operate in a permanent and suc-
cessful manner only if one condition is respected : the sepa-
ration of the three powers, legislative, executive and judi-
ciary since only « power checks power ».

But this will not be enough to reach the goal sought after. It
would be necessary to establish a balance of proportion
between the different constitutive parts of the State : 1S
greatness, its strength, its cohesion and its ease of move-
ment, etc. ; indeed, « as nature has given proportions 1o the
stature of a well formed man, outside of which it makes only
glants or dwarfs, so there must be. regarding the best staie
constitution, some bounds to its expansion, so it should be
neither too large to be governed nor too small to maintain
itself its existence.

In each political body, there is a maximum limit of strengl h

that it cannot overstep and from which it moves away with
growing. The more the social link spreads the more it

slackens and in general a small State is proportionnally
stronger than a large one » (85).

Even if one cannot put forward seriously « a defined
relation on mathematical level between the territorial seize
and the number of population adequate with each other » . it
is none the less true that a « strong healthy constitution »
(87) of the State implies a mathematical relation (variable by
definition) between all the given data, be it geographical and
demographic or social, legal and human in such a way as to,
writes Rousseau : « It would be necessary, so to speak, for a
kingdom to spread or to tighten with each reign according to
the capacity of the prince » (88).

As for the best of governments, a universal formula valid
for every nation does not exist but « as many solutions as
there are possible combinations in the absolute and relative
positions of people » (89).

The work of the governers would thus consist more simply
and solidly of determining for each people, taking into consi-
deration of its own characteristics in time and space « a
particular system of what would be called the best » for it
(90) and that one can reach through reflection as the single
real position of a given political society, since « as there is
only one proportional mean between each relation, then
there is only good government possible in a State » (91).

Having said this, and once the framework of its legal
action is mapped out, the State should be able to exerce 1ts
supremacy on the collectivity in order to reach the goal wt!mh
iS it reason to be : this brings us back to the biﬂ!aglcgl
conception of the social reality already spoken of in this
document. vy

According to Rousseau, indeed, the constitution of politi-
cal society by the Contrat social creates a living being who
has « his unity, his common me , his life and his w1}l » (92).

In this body, he indentifies with « the legislative power
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(which) is the heart beat of the State (and) the executive

power (which) is its brain and gives movement to all its

parts » (93). . _
Whereas the government carries out the « union of the

body and soul » that is to say of society and the.State.

From this situation, there will result for the public power a
right which founds the exclusivity of the strength and power,
the obedience toward it and assumed responsibility to attain
its fixed objective.

Also « if the State or the City is only a legal entity whose
life consists of the union of its members, and if the most
important care he has is his own preservation, he needs a
universal and compulsive strength to propel and place each
part in the most suitable way for the goal.

As nature gives (to man) an absolute power over all his

|

Given that man himself is the agent through which the
generation of this energy takes place, the portion of the value
created by him that he must yield and be transfered to the
collective project, will no longer have as a consequence, the
drying up of the source of this activity but on the contrary the
stimulation through the protection of the human being and his
property and in the framework of the safeguard of social
equilibrium and the progress of the community. Here, in
fact, we have the very meaning of tax with regard to the
tax-payer, and consequently to society : the citizen gives a
part of his own « fo have the safety of remainder, or to make
pleasant use of it » (96).

As a follow-up : « there is nothing that wisdom and care
should no longer settle, that this portion that is taken away,
and the portion that is left to the subjects » (97) 1f we wish to

members, so does the social pact give an absolute power 1o
the political body over all of its » (94).
In its terms the development of this tendancy ends up in the

maintain in the appropriate limits the political and social
effects of the fiscal impact. These considerations should keep
governers away from the easy and dangerous temptation of
situation whereby the modern State fills in « all the social wanting to measure the income of the State on « what the
space » (95) taking in the whole social body in the network of people must give » ; but if ever, adds Montesquieu, from a
1ts relations. practical point of view, « it is measured on what the people
Lastly, and if we consider power, law and tax (in other can give, it must at least be what it can always give » (98) :to
words : physical strength, moral authority and means) as avoid the State having to prepare a budget that is uneven in its
defining the elements that constitute the state organisation financial dispositions...
and action, it is not possible to end this part without refering
to the necessity and the role of the resources of the State. The
tax returns form an indispensible income in the accomplis-
hment of its mission. Tax allows the government to carry out
its fruitful junction (one could say fertile) with the economic.
Through this channel, public power invests itself with the
necessary means to ensure the reglementation of the energy
circulation through the social body ; in such a way that
harmony can be set up between the volume, the rhythm of the
flux and the needs of preservation and growth of social
formation. It is this relation, changeable as all others, that
link living realities are, which brings about fiscal law.

4. THE POWER

A State without real power is no more real than a circle
without radius. ‘

The extent, the particular statute, the mode of production
and legitimisation of this power make up the fundur{lental
element, which with the /aw and tax, form the deﬁnitmnﬁ of
the State. The remainder, that is to say, the administration
and the institutions come from the material orgnisathn nee-
ded through which public power demonstrates its existence
socially, and which confers reality and efficiency to power.
But this has not always been the form of power.
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We can distinguish three stages in its historical develop-
ment : 3
a) In what we named « the state of nature, where everyone
was struggling with one another and vice versa, power was
simply put down (0 physical strength ; strr::ngth coincided,
became part of the right, of which it determined the extent in
space and the duration in time. This situation made of each
man, for himself, an « absolute sovereign » and potentially a
submissive being who falls into a state of slavery just as soon
as he ceases to be the strongest ; the purely contingent and
transitory superiority creating neither right nor duty of reco-
gnized obedience for him.
b) In the chiefdoms the momentary right of command is
given with regard to the personal physical and intellectual
qualities of the candidate. But his election or his designation
already represents progress compared to the previous situa-
tion where there is no focal point of power, ever temporary.
¢) It is only with the coming of the State that a separation
between the power and its holder is established. The proce-
dure by which the power is physically detached from the
body of he who uses it is institutionalisation . It confers to the
public authority an independant existence regarding the ha-
zards of human life and in the same way a continuity in its
social function and its efficency. So « the institutionalisation
of power is the legal operation by which the political power is
transfered from the physical members of the government to
an abstract entity : the State » (99).

Itis this procedure that founds the le gitimacy of the power
and the right of he who is to exerce it. According to Duver-
ger, what is legitimate is « the power which conforms to the

FIIGC[I‘IHE- of the sovereignity that is admitted » in the society
In question.

IV. THE AFRICAN STATE

Let us now resume in a few points the first results of a
present research on this matter
I. — The works of the eminent Cheik Anta Diop introduce a
true revolution into the conception of the past and the role of
Africa.

This new light brings to an end to a huge and monstruous
falsification : it is no longer the history of Africa which is
seen and commanded from Paris or London : it is on the
contrary the black continent which becomes, through a re-
versal of the historical meaning, the origin and the starting
point of human evolution.

With « exhumed » prooves whose authenticity and se-
riousness make them irresistibly convincing, the author of

The negro nations and culture (100) upholds the Egypt was

the cradle of the first human civilisation and that was of negro

origin, contrary to all that was undertaken wittingly to

« whiten » it.
According to Cheik Anta Diop, this civilisation blooms

first of all in Sudan to then emigrate towards the north
following the Nile valley where it attains its zenith and from
where it radiates toward Asia and Europe.

His research leads him to discover the common roots

between the Egypt of the pharaohs and the African people,
whether it concerns the social organisation, philosophical
and religious conceptions or the language. Only the taking
Into consideration of their common characteristics that we
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meet nowhere else, will allow us access (0 a true understan-

ding of Africa. .
2 g_ One can distinguish three phases in the history of the

Africa : i
E;ﬂlgli‘rsl:f?elgsir?; the region of the great lakes (nricdl?tal Africa)
and following along the course of the « Great “-'d[til‘ : tth%:—
Nile), they settle in the valley where they become h{:"dﬂ_ﬂﬂliil}’
and devote themselves to an agricultural acitivity which s the
basis of their evolution. From there they carry thfc flame of
civilisation in the Middle-East, Arabia, India, in Europe and
even America... ok
b) Then, and under the pressure of more and more foreign
elements, attracted by the prosperity and bnlhanc? of their
civilisation, the black people come inside the continent and
go to the west and the south of the south-nnrth axis which
marked their first itinerary. This migration, certain move-
ments of which could be subsequent to the christian era,
never let them forget their origins and that they came from the
east : as we are taught by the organisation of their commu-
nity, their traditions, their legends, their cultures and their art
forms. ki |

Up until the colonial conquest, the political organisation of
the African society characterizes itself, in general by the
existence of a constitutional monarchy where the king, elec-
ted, and assisted by a Council, was nothing of a despot as
well as a deliberate misinterpretation of history tried to give a
deformed picture ; whereas the democratic spirit and tole-
rence governed the social relation between members and
groups comprising the community.
¢) The colonial invasion brutally checks all evolution. It
dissolves the economic, social and cultural structures, to
establish domination, pillage and slavery.

3. — The colonial State presents two esential traits linked
directly to its « mission »

a) It is a matter, by definition of an imported and imposed
State with the purpose of exploitation.
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b) It 1s a malttgr, Hecun_dly_ of a State of which the normal
process of reciprocal integration and adaptation with the
society 1s willfully destroyed so that the colonial administra-
tive organisation does not contradict what represents its de-
clared aim : a force of expression and exploitation which
cannot be one with the submissijve community.
4. = The pn.a'r'-{'u/ﬂn'fu[ iSHHE’ Springing directly from the
previous one ; 1t carries in it the deep stigmas of its origin.
and of its historical, national and International cnmditigns.
which surrounded or even organized its birth -
a) Firstly, the State rests upon a territorial basis which is
badly cut out because of the arbitrary colonial dividing up,
admitted in such a way by the O.U A. |
b) As a result, it artificially envelops people who are ethni-
cally and culturally heterogenous, forming an unstable and
precarious multinational social body.
¢) Itis given an institutional and legl organisation traced on a
foreign pattern (capitalist or socialist) which cannot supply
an appropriate framework where the life and the dynamism
of African social formation can be reflected and expressed
truely.
S. — It is for this reason that the post-colonial State is a
dependant and under-developed State.

Such a State, threatened itself as an institution and what-
smore confronted by enormous, not to say insurmountable
problems, will hardly contribute to the progress of the com-
munity.

This explains the violence, the last resort of those who
govern and sign of weakness of the regime, in order to « keep
quiet » the problems failing solving them...

The end result is that State and society because reciprocal
disadaptation seem prisoner of one another and locked into
the infernal cycle of protest (society) and repression (State)
leding to a series of « coups d’Etat » which are as much
attempts to get out of the deadlack but which are bound to fail

and so bring back the same process and so on...



A — First phase : the
clans in their
natural dispositions

B — Second phase : the ad-
vend of the State

The struggle of the clans
against the State

C — The final phase :
The victory of the State
and structural transfor-

mation
of the social corps

V. SOMALIA :
CONFLICT STATE — TRIBES

A nation must be able to represent clearly its self Image
and that given back by the people amongst which it leads its
existence ; this double-sided image of itself is the result of
the historical development, of the intellectual level and the
}vill of the inhabitants to know their own collectivity and
International reality better,

thiunal conscience develops and becomes richer with the
positive assimilation of the history, and by analytic thought
On 1ts present state, and by opening onto human experience
and the prospects for the future. It must even. in this respect,
ft}rm within it a group who will devote itelf to this vital work
for its existence if we believe in what the profound Darwin
says.

[t must, in fact, supply the necessary theoritical effort
allowing the events (in appearance) dispersed and chaotic to
be integrated into an explanatory system which at the same
time results in ways of action. The intellectual penetration of
the phenomena means for man that invaluable advantage of
reducing to a minimum the losses of energy and multiplying
the possibilities.

l. — Here it is for the somali national collectivity, apart
from the difficulties linked in general to the setting up of the
State in Africa, the three fundamental problems the conse-
quences of which map out directly its future existence :
a) the dismemberment of the national ground,

b) nomadism,

¢) and the conflict between the State and the tribes.

These three questions have naturally brought about diffe-
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tfocts. We will not see all of them here.. We put aside
AR t 1 of the national entity even though up until
e dl‘smlcanfhas absorbed the greatest part of the energy of
23?[;;?};‘ because it deserves a separate work.

In so far as nomadism is concerned, it UHLdIt:}'}L ‘;ULEI an
excellent way of surviving but to-day WL};L.E L\1 r.?a‘;;d ‘[1;2
the movement of social progress. like a ¢ 'LC tl)n}: L'rh{t:?[ .
the diffusion of culture and technics : wr?% have ‘r%ut_j‘ it E
in a previous work which was of course, but a beginning

(101) in a study that is always going on.

We will keep ourselves her‘e to the SFate and the ;unhtll;é
which opposes it to these particular sc:m_al gr:.:iukp‘a W 13 a f
clans. The solution to these prabtlems implies an u; er o
priority which does not necesﬁsanly correslponq t? ﬁtl _e;une
of their importance or of their chronological auc,t.ub:m_mi;
Thus the State-clan antagonism seems to us to be covering
a decisive, determining meaning in so far as the evolution
of the two others are concerned. This conflict between l‘h.e
state institution and the different parts of the community
disperses and paralyses through « fixed. ideas » fln the
psychoanalytic context) the capacity of mtelle':::lual prt?:
duction, pratical activity and the normal working of the
« nervous system (State) of the social body ».

The precarous situation of a State struggling for the
freedom of the city in society and to win the comrl'nl of the
elements comprising the social formation can dispare of
only very little time and very few mens to fight 'under-de:
velopment and follow up the national goals with all the
strength, the steadfastness and regularity that are needed.

2. — Between the State, a rational system with a univcr'tﬁi‘]
vocation and exclusive and closed-in tribal group., there1s <
total opposition. The strength and authority of one is inver-
sely proportional to those of the other.

N

Of tribalism,
(102).

For the herdman of the tribe, his group 1s perceived as the
largest, the best, the most illustrious if need be in arranging
the genealogy in order to relate to an ancestor who satisfies
the preoccupations of the clan.

Thus, « genealogies, the stakes of political and ideologi-
cal struggles are signs of the status of the social groups which
manipulate them constantly depending on their economic
Interests, their political and matrimonial alliances » (103).

In brief, each member of a tribe awards to his own, a
certificate of superiority relegating all the orders to a position

of inferiority not to say scorned upon. So, tribal psychology
gives a false, passionate and lusionary image of reality.
Considering the excesses to which it leds. it is possible to
qualify the tribal ideology as « harmful systems of view,
propelling hatred as retentive as it is artificial, mistrust and
imjustifiable hostility » (104).

' The conformism and the discipline imposed on tribal
members put heavy pressure on « dissidents » particularly
by the help of exodus towards the towns and of the ensuing
endemic urban unemployment ; at the same time. this situa-
tion creates for the ambitious intellectuals the temptation of
making use of the group as a political manceuvering force.
But on this matter experience shows us that « no political
man has ever succeeded to solve all the problems that his
tribe can have. He simply relieves some and treats satisfacto-
rily even less » (105).

Iribal psychology undermines the foundations of the mo-
ral and administrative structures of the public power. Indeed,
because of it and the disturbing facts to which it leads.

« people lose more and more the notion of justice and equity
in_convincing themselves that someone belonging to them
Must support them in the leading instances » (106) which
can, in certain cases bring institutions whom functioning is
made erroneous, to pay into nepotism and corruption as a

it has been written « a group mentality »

——
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w-up of this abnprmgl behaviour of citizen;_ The
consequences of this social situation have in turn an action on
the tribal mentality and sn'er}gthens it : to the point what the
intellectual life of the individual becomes one with the de-
mands and political 1deas of the group.

In fact, this cohesion of the clan covers rather [he aspects
of a gregarious instinct accentuated undm: the empire of tcm':
ignorance of history and nature Df the 50{:1'31 lllechgn1sln. ;t S
against this massive retentive, blind and mmndltmnal tr1balh
cesistance that the however costly and praiseworth efforts of
the young african States failed tragically in an effort to try to
escape from under-development and dependance, as the pre-
sident N’Guabi explains bitterly.

« But alas ! this bound forward was to be broken some
years later by tribalism, this shame of our century, tribalism
which drives children of the same country against one
another, tribalism which leads inveitably to the cult of me-
diocrity, tribalism which brings one to consider even the
most objective criticism as a demonstration of the « race for
power », tribalism which kills objectivity » (107).

It is the very nature of the tribal group with its horizontal
hierarchy, its backward and erroneous vision of the State and
its anti-national behaviour which make of it a particular
entity whose weakening and final destruction appear as the
very condition of progress and stability of the social body.
Indeed, « the tribal formation, attached to its autonomy.
sometimes living in autarchy, is in its principle of anti-stale
character » (108).

logical follo

For its followers the State « was never considered as d
finality but as a strategic cross-roads in the centre of inter-
tribal relations, therefore a strong place to conquer » (109).

For this reason, « the process of destructurisation (-.-) 'S
found at the centre of the State » (110).

With the decline of the tribal power and, reciprocally the
coming and the strengthening of the State the citizens will be

_._—___
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ab‘le to build together this supreme natinal unity, the only
thing that assures its members in a continuous and satisfac-
tory manner the [‘{]H[El‘la] and moral advantages necessary for
a decent l‘!uman life. So « the new man (...) will have to find
in the nation the same guaranties that his ancestors found in
the family and in the tribe » (111).

3. — Alteration of the somali society

A) The somali society, for the most part pastoral is to-day in
full change. To take the census of the causes of this evolution
which is happening under our eyes, in a thorough manner is
hardly possible in the limited framework of this work.

This would demand deep, patient pluridisciplinary stu-
dies, necessary to see clearly and mesure the effect of the
social phenomena taking place. We can at least attempt to
point out the headlines.

The nomadic society, egalitarian and segmentary, 1s for-
med of independant unities in time and space, the collective
solidarity working only in certain circumstances (dangers,
etc.). Its body is marked out, according to the lineages, by
large divisions that are subdived in their turn and so on, in
pratically unlimited dividing up which stops only at the
individual., the last link in the genealogical chain. These units
and sub-units do not present articulation founded on perma-
nent political or economic relations.

We indicated earlier that the clan identified itself to a
group of more or less large families. Using terms belonging
to chemistry, we can compare the family to thearom., and the
family group to amolecule. The clan can thus be described as
a unity of molecules (see diagrams). _

The characteristic of such a unity is precisely itt_:, spatial
mobility, its formal and structural instability, the inherent

leaning to the dispersing of the constuating elements. (figure
A).

B) The arrival of the modern State represents perhaps the
most important event lived through by our national commu-
nity in the last 25 years. It prevails on all the others : revolu-

—#
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tion. war, drought, etc., even though naturally It submits to

thﬂgslgt:}?;]cci?:ile, different ﬂrgunisqtiun qnd power. mp:ils-
tant beforehand, demanding a place 1nlsucml U the Slch.
could barely avoid going Into an mgvuablyq{:?nﬂntlmg‘r?la-‘
tionship with the clans. We shwfed in the afore-goin g‘p.;l‘l[ {_ﬁ
this serie that the clanic formation was d F'udtmf;’:ntm y state
organisation, and as such assuming functions, intermittent
admittedly that we to-day attribute to the SttltE:

It in turn is brought to drawing arms against rival groups,
that it aims to strip of all their advantages, to its own profit .*
The nature of the State is to monopolize the total control of
the social 'bc}dy. It is even right there the sine qua non
condition of its being and efficiency. As a consequent, I
must submit the clanic or tribal forces which claim the rlght
to what they consider an encroachment not to say an intrusion
(figure B). It has been said the consolidation of the state
structures and drawing back of the positions held by the clans
are inversely proportional. |

The very existence of the State implies their virtual, ine-
vitable and effective death. This total antagonism of which
the stake is all at the same economic and political social and
cultural must, in the long term end up with the triumph ot the
State, the struggle of the tribal or clanic factions being indeed
illegal, illicit, disorderly and contradictory, bound to fail.

For, in crinciple, there could never be conciliation but only
temporary compromise.

This unshakeable conflict contains a double meaning : the
Ideological and political hostility developed by the traditio-
nal groups of society can be considered as aprocess of rejec-
tion with regard to the State ; from the latter’s point of view,
on the contrary, the necessary domination of the social body
Is seen to be doubled by a will of assimilation (figure C) to
form an ambient environment to its own image by the struc-
tural destruction of the clanic or tribal units and the reorgani-

sation of their constitutive elements according to
of the new society.

This conflict, so marks out a historical Stage essentual for
the economic and social development. We can apprehand it
as growtng pains , a necessary period of maturing ans trans-
formation at the endo of which the national somali commu-
nity will live the stability of a new social balance, allowing it
to start upon a new era in its evolution.
¢) Those who have the future in mind, will turn their atten-
tion enough to the beats, to the deep-rooted rhythm of our
national life cannot but see the present modification of the
great given factors which up till now act upon the movement
of our community. Our to-morrow’s society, which is being
born, will be totally different to what is is to-day.
|. — Firstly because of the moving and redistribution (in
global terms and in parts) of our population on the national
territory. It will hardly be easy, to-morrow, to circumscribe a
region designated to and recognized as belonging to a clan
and where it (the clan) would claim the majority as to arro-
gate to itself exclusive rights upon it.

This phenomenon, whose consequences will cause deep
repercussions on political life, is the obvious result of several
factors : war drought, exodus to the towns, circumstances
related to under-development but also to the struggle
between the State and clanic formations spoken of above.
There will be as a result a greater homogeneity lending to
unity favourable to the action of the State and to social
progress in the national stability and entente.

2. — Secondly, the traditional town-country balance 1s
ruptured. The demographic swelling of the urban sector
makes the country lose value and draws its inhabitants whose
70% used to live there and who feed the town. This as general
as warrying phenomenon in the thrid worldlwhich presents
those in change with serious problems, even msurr_nnuntable
problems if they go beyond a certain point, effect directly the
economic basis of the nation whose essential element was

the norms
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animal husbandry. The decline of pastoral life (with the
arrival « en masse » of the no_madsf to the towns, we must not
overlook a relative regression In the level of political
conscience on the part of the people, a normal, momentary
regression which will be followed by a positive reaction in
the direction of progress) — renders th[; dvelopment E‘;f ﬂther
activities necessary, especially in agriculture and fisheries
sectors which attract more and more manpower and capital,
and seem, rightly so, to be the sectors of the futurc_i A.n{:w
dividing up of possibilities and capacities of production is set
up, with all its implications, not only economic and commer-
cial but also social, political and even international.
3. — Lastly, everyone is aware of the conflict between mo-
dernism and tradition, the present bubbling of ideas, the
coming of the young generation, bearing new ideas and
demands and who, on this point as on many others, are
making the somali community change its way of thinking.
The putting into writing of the national language, which 1s
prospereing whatever the circumstances, this unpersihable
giftt (perhaps the greates !) of the revolutionary regime to the
somali people, has without doubt supplied the decisive tactor
of this cultural explosion where the richness and personality
of our nation is so admirably expressed, as well as its contra-
diction and question on the future. The general result of all
the causes is resumed in the transfomation (indispensible and
current) of our society.

CONCLUSION

|. — This reminder, necessarily schematic. of human evo-
lu_tion enlightens us on both the positive and negative role of
tribes-clans in the coming and the consolidation of the State.

As it is shown in the fundamental work of Lewis H.
Morgan (Archaic society)of which the conception prolongs,
on the social level, the vast and deep views of darwinism. the
search for the origin of the State leads up, going back over the
centuries, as far as the clanic, primitive and tribal institutions
of humanity ; so that the present state institutions (Council,
Assembly, President) « descend » so to speak from these
forms of social organisation which brought them into being.
We have said that the clan was an « embryonic State »,
where we already discerned the different functions which
will be assumed, differentiated and developed later by the
public power. The Chiefdom constituted a transitory stage
between the clan and the modern State.

But at a cetain moment, the positioning of new political
structures had however to come into conflict with the tradi-
tional organisation of society ; underlining the anti-state
character of tribes-clans and the necessity of their progres-
sive destruction as a condition of the strengthening of the
State power. The internal logic of the latter will bring to the
elimination (or submission) of all rival authority in order to
conquer the total control of the social body.

2. — Depending on where one stands different definitions

are put forward : we retain the one which designates the State
a5 a « principle of organisation », like an « autonomous
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variable » around which come into order all the ele-
ments. material and human, that comprise the collecti-
Vity* : a “» T ALY
In as much as, it demonstrates specific characteristics,
which are exclusive to it and the essential parts of which are

summarized below :

1) The State, is first and foremost tf,ipmrm:.‘A Iegitil?latc
one and accepted as such under certain chd{tmns, defined
and put into effect by the institutionalization pmcedure
which aims to separate the power from the person of its
holder. |

This power is absolute inside and sovereign outside.

2) Though the State is distinct and superior to the social
body, its mission is one with the general interest of the
collectivity whose survival and prosperity its guarantees.
3) The State, whose power cannot sustain any rival power, 1S
however submitted to a demand for auto-regulation which
allows 1t to limit the arbitrary acts and any excesses 1n the
public power : in order not to miss its aim, in being on
contradictory terms with its reason of being : the physical
and intellectual blooming of the citizens.

4) The State constitutes an indispensible mechanism to
control the inevitable social conflicts within the compatible
limits of the demands of life in community. For, in the
absence of a respect of these norms and of the necessary
balances that they imply, there would soon be neither society
nor State.

5) Lastly, the sedentary state, the agricultural works needing
irrigation and as a result the organisation, on a vast scale ; the
resulting social differenciation and stratification seem to be
the principal causes of the formation of the State.

3. — The comparison of the State to the nervous system of
Society, to a living being, seems pertinent to us and, to-day,
generally accepted. In order to complete this analogy, let’s
add that the economic framework (the bone structure) take
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the place of a skeleton and that the different inst;
the role of the organs. But. a living being :

1) goes through a well known cycle birth, growth, repro-
duction, decline and death :
2) has a genealogy which explains the
which link him to other living beings wit
common generic characteristics

3) ensures its existence by avital synthesis of double contra-
dicting movement : homogeneity of the interior miliey and,
at the same time, structural and functional adaptation to-
wards the outside milieu in constant state of change. Itis only
on this condition that he can survive -

4) constitues a unity whose ordered and hierarchical parts,
subservient to the nervous system, hold complementary re-
lations and reciprocal dependance and are driving at the same
goal ;1nsuch a way that any modification of an organ implies
correspondent changes in others so as to conserve the vital
balances and harmony of the whole from which come, In
their turn, structure and morphology particular to the living
being ;

5) carries a heritage : the one of the species recapitulated by
the embryonic life (ontogenesis) and stocked on the genetic
level and used (« treated ») during lifetime then transmitted
to descendants.

These can be applied to social formation, prolonging of
biology ; for this reason, it is governed by natural laws just as
determined. But it is suitable to point out this important fact,
belonging solely to society : the cultural code is added to the
genetic code, it is entirely acquired by the individual du{'ing
his lifetime and transmitted to each one, through education,
by the community.

tution play

parental relations
h whom he shares

IV. THE AFRICAN STATE

The african State carries the stigmas of history. Of exoge-
nous origin, it is ill-adapted to Africa realities ; it 18 necesa-
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rily under-developed and dependant, submerged by enor-
mous problems and often driven back, as a wrong way out, to

the internal cycle of violence. %
But two fortunate events of a decisive nature come to

soften this pessimism in_prt}jecting, through the humilia-
ting drama of hunger, a light of hope on the horizon of the
year 2 000. AR _

1) The upheavel of the direction Gf history operated by
Cheik Anto Diop in particular, Africa is no longer that dark
and compact past, the indefinite of non-entity... It1s beco-
ming again what it was, the very source of humanity and
civilisation...

2) The current movement of the african rebirth which will
perhaps allow our continent to pull itself away from the Hell
of absurd. chaos and suffering, at last.

V. As much by its newness and complexity as by its perspec-
tives, our present national reality calls each one of us to
reflect. For our society is right now in mutation ; that is to say
ina period of gestation where the elements in movement have
not yet got back to their respective positions to design the
structure and the final form of the community.

This transformation is a sign of life, of dynamism. It
demonstrates the will of adaptation of the social body to the
new conditions of historical existence.

Nature and history, and we might say knowledge, com-
prise articulated and coherent wholes which allow their real
meaning to come through only if they are recognized and
grasped for what they are. This period of change renders
necessary a theoritic and essential effort in order to clean up
current phenomena and to seize them in their real meaning.

The present day transformation of our society seems tO us.
from this point of view, to be due to three orders of factors -

1) The causes which effect the nomad community in 1t

economy, its social organisation and, as a result its relation
with the urban centres :

2) Those which are related to the general and reciproca

adaptation process (state<society) such as those we have
endevoured to analyse 1n this study ;

3) Lastly the historical conflict between the State, as an
institution and the clans. *

Thﬁ: snma_li_ nat_ion 1S drragging the resulting iniquity of
colonial partition like a weight rounf its neck. But it will have

the Suength to carry this heavy load until the day that it can at
last get rid of it for good.

It is for this reason that the present situation and the
difficulties that come with i1t will not deter us from the
essential, that 1S to say :

1) our hopes, our legitimate national ambitions, always the
same ones : the unity and liberty of our people !

The somali nation may well have an undreamt-of future !
2) the deep upheaval, unprecedented in its size of our wolrd
to-day (the ageing of Europe and the decadence of the Occi-
dent. the rise of the Third World,etc.).

3) the second Africa awakening, the rebirth...
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