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s owell known that in Somalia the nomadic society 1s organizsd
following strict tribal and cabils divisions, every tribs has his
cwr chiaf who is, in most casss, the sldest man, when thsrs is

neithaer & Sultan, a Bogor, a Malak nor othsr minor authoritiss

@

which can  be identifised in the group.

By tradition the chisf iz helped by a council of slde
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%, chossn by
the familias 10 Lhe tribs CHERD these slders, acting as
representative agents of the chief, are in chargs of kessping order
within the tribe, =solving problems concernlng single psopls or

agroups, and of maintaining peacs with neilighbouring tribes through

1

ohemrvancs of traditions, which ars  the fundamental b

peacaeful living togsther.

The main activity of nomadic nations, has always besn based on

breseding cattle and on sxploiting landed property, when it exists,

both for pasturs and for crops.



Whero an armed skirmish ocourred, among tribes or cabila, they used
to form a mixed committes, 1ncluding all the parties conocernsad, in
ordaer make an inguiry and find out possible responsabillitiss.

Depaending on the raesulits of these investigations, adasouate andg

necassary staps ware taken to

xig‘

zolve the oass, but whatever the
result, the partiss abildsd by ths resolutions taken,

EFFECTS OF THE CIVIL WAR

The oivil war has created 2 new situation which cuestionsd the
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traditional falth-based relationshlips among nelghbouring cabila
gmong other things, the mutual safeguard of peopls’s safety within
their own boundariss during hard timss has falled. The most dirsct
rasults have besn cattle ralds, and then, tragically, acts of
violancs and raps,

These fTacts togsther with othesrs have inevitably caused an armed

fight among nelghbouring cabila, strongly  Jdsopardizing  their

wacatul living togsther and ohanging their traditional ethios.

This situation has bsen caussd partly by the council of elders
lack of control over the situation, partly by the uncontrollsd
introduction of wsapons, which often ended wup in ths hands of

voung bove or lrresponsible psopls.

The wery existanocs of shephsrds has bessen sndangered: in fact
has bescoms damgermug to move cattls from one arsa to anobthsr 85
it used to b dons, looking for grazing fTields and water, as it
has also bescome risky to go to town in ordsr to satisfy  the

orolinary necsssitles of Lifs,



This and other difficoult situstions have lsd many nomadio

communitiss, once bound togesthsr and sharing & common fate, bo

and, thus, has led voung people above all to move
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into towns changing Ffrom shapherds into outlaws organized in armed

GrouRs .,

ORIGINS, CAUSES AND RESULTS OF THE CONFLICT

In Somalia the outbhreak of the civil war  and the wavys the war is
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led, iz influsnocs

{

mostly by  the sxistsnce of strongly felt
divisions and contrasts among different tribal and cabila groups,
which are characteristic of ths Somalian sogisty’'s traditional
organization, this iz a problem which has never been finally

aolved not sven with Somalian incdepsndence or the birth of the

Somali Republico,

Thass divisions, have survivad sven 1in urban anvironmant al though
the ocountry has been united trough the birth of a2 Nation; these
internal  oontrasts on the  ona hand  have plaved & negative
influence onn the national political oulturs, on the othar hand
have  found a  Fundamsntal mean of consolidating and FTusling

themselves right in that sams political culturs,

Nowadays, nobody can deny that the traditional culitural ordsr 1is
re longer strictly  confinsd within  the nomadic  and  pastoral

populations but has already spread to the whols society and shows



manifestations
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itesld in svery Tsaturs  ancg social  and
political life of the country.

With the introduction of the political factor into the tribal
Wlture of the Somalian sooclety it is no longer possibls for the

people who were once considered as the trustses of ths sooleby

cultural wvaluss to handle crisis and Ffreguent gusasrrals among

social groups; we refsr mainly the tribal chisfs who hold the

meEans to pacify soclaty.

Satting those traditional charactaers in t e background i
comparison  with the nasw  avthority of public  and  political
officials or, else, thelr btransformation intc public officials,
srnhances the disagrssment and strumsntalizaes tribal controversiss,

thus the disagresment concerning dav-to-dav azpects of scocial life

is asxtended bevond justification, while once it was immadiately

Orn the other hand if the politicizing of the shepherds society
culture has strongly influsnced the svolution of the ocountry’s

t ois @oually undeniable that the war, with its

s

gansral situation,
devastating results, has impaired shephsrd socisty sconomy  and
worsened people’s living standards, which wers alregady precarious,

We must say that pastoral rnomadic aotivity has alwavs bsen ons of
the most dmportant, not to say the most important, income souros
af  national economy, avan 1 the active population dirsctly
involved, which is a largs part of ths total population, draws

very few advantagses from the activity it carries out,
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War has damaged., may be ilrreparably. pastoral economy hitting it
the most wars 1ts malin characteristic resource liess, social
cartainty.

Mors over gensral reduction of the active working population which
was gualifisd to mantaln and ingcrsass zootscnlc resources, and ths
Orecarlious safaby situation hawve , indirectly, damagsd thas
ghvironmaent  causing a raduction  1n  gra
abolition of internal markets  and has strongly jeopardized swpord

trads.

The decreased availability, in guality and in number, of grazing
lands haszs had a negative influsncse on ths number of animals bred,

which has negatively contributed to the national sconomy.

411 this, of course, means the drving up of that fFlow of capital
deriving from the sxport of live animals on the ons hand, and on
the othsr, tha collapss of intsrnal trads , which msans & raburn
oy oa barter sconomy internally. This fact, tecnicsally difficult,
is, abovs all., oulturally unascesttable becsuse 1t balongs to a

past which was thought of as long forgotten.



AVAILABLE SOCIO-ECONOMICAL REORGANIZATION SOLUTIONS

sgmong  the  splutions  which can contributs  to stop Ffights  and
promote a pacification process among nomadic psople the following
can be pointed out

- saparats, as much as possible, tribal matters from politics.
This difficult separation, is needed to gilve back itz right place

to the tribal order.

aotually 1t would allow the cabila cohisfs to regain control and
restore the falth-based relationships sxisting betwsen tham befors
the outbreak of thes clivil war.

strangbhaning UND and NGD intervaention programs in the sanitary

and agro-roo-ndtritional  Fisld; in particular  what is most
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gssary is to integrate enterprises.

Special  attention should bs pald to the zootsonico fileld, fFor
axample digging more artificial reservoirs, and digging as many
wells, scattersd  over wvarious arsas  which  would certainly
gncourage a fast recovery of ths pastures and the coming back of
many wvoung people who nowadavs dwell in towns, to thelr homsland
rural snvironment.

This fact alones would avold the majority of ths fights bestwsassn
nomacic peoples, becauss water and grazing fislds ars at the veary

root of thelr guarraling.
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HYPOTHESIS FOR A " SUPPORTABLE ZOOTECNY " IN SOMALIA

The present political and social conditions do not allow one to
know the country’' s real agro-zootecnic situation for oertain, but

on the basis of the knowledge T hawve
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2 acouired in thalt country,

i

taking intersst in sanity and animal production problems, T think
it can be assumsd that it is possible to esxpress some hyvpothesis

for an integrated-zooteony "supportable’” development.

It dis still obvious howsver that these proposals for steps  and
programs for the agro-zootecnic field need to be thoroughly tested

whern it will be possibkle to sct frasly in Somalias

First, 1t must be ramsmbsred hesrse  that any hvpothesis for a
supportable development must be sssn 1In closse  connschtion with
local traditions, but also taking into consideration facts which
are related to the opesrative reality of a country which has its
AT particular distribution of people working in ths zootscnico

Field on the land.

another factor which strongly influsnecess zootesonic developament
programs  supportability  ds related not only  to ths zootsonio
animal speaoiss local psools bresd, bub mostly to the motivation
for bresding such species,

Morsovar ong mnus take into consideration Somalian habits  and

traditions, sxpecially those concerning nutrition.
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PARTICULAR FEATURES OF SOMALIAN SITUATION

The steps Lo be taken can be divided up undser ths following
heading, to be carrvisd oubt scoording to a strict time schedules
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particularly to be applisad in Somalia  wherea
organizational systam  or adsguates  struchuras  to  support  an

integrated zootecnic program

1) supportable zootecnic programs should be divided
relating to the area concearned
da } grﬁ&f 7= Nl o L
Ia} arsss along rivers
lod aregs wibh semisedentasry pooulstbions

i) arsas wibth nomadic populabions

2Y zootecnic production programs must bs preceeded by
programs which can guarantss minimal fesding for

cattle in order to have an senergy share to assignto

production

3) zootecnic production increase programs must be
precedsed by, or, at least, occur together with, the
organization of landbassed medicine service. This
service 1is needsed to gain a minimum level of

sanitary organization, even using traditioal
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raprints:

veterinary medicine opesrators.

4} zootecnic production improvemant programs should be

supported by adeqguate sanitary assistance,

expacially field profilaxis.
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