

















List of projects to be carried out during 1985 and 1986:

l.

Camel management and labour migration (Mohamed Al Hussein, SOMAC) stems
from earlier work on traditional camel hushandry. It consists of two parts; to
prepare activities in Northern Somalia, and to detail the acute labour shortage
situation in order to reveal its effects and what could be done to ease the
situation.

Camel milk composition (Ahmed Mohamed Hashi, Faculty of Agriculture, Soma-
li National University). This project started late but is now in operation.

Judging from experience two more years may be expected before this sub-

project has generated its analysis.

Camel milk proteins (Muctar Ali Mohamed, Faculty of Industrial Chemistry,
Somali National University, and Mirtha Larsson-Raznikiewicz, Swedish
University of Agricultural Sciences) aims at analysis of camel milk caseins and
to find ways to produce camel cheese, something which is impossible today. If
successful, this sub-project would open up possibilities to utilize overproduc-
tion during rainy seasons.

Camel dairy farm (several persons involved in the project) is a new sub-project
with two parts. One consists of a mobile laboratory intended primarily for
chemical and micro-biological studies on milk and blood parameters. With the
mobile laboratory and activities linked to it, the framework is set for the other
part, to run a stationary dairy farm, including a processing plant, fermentation
and preservation product research.

Camel oral fraditon (Ahmed Ali Abokar, SOMAC) is a documentation of
material gathered and analyzed during the last two vears. The book that is
now being published in Somali will also be translated into English with an
added introductory chapter providing cultural contexts and comparative
references.

Camel health and disease (Fatuma Mohamed Jama, Serum and Vaccine Institu-
te, Hersi Guleed, Somali National University, Mohamed Farah Dirive, Min-
istry of Livestock, Forestry and Range, and Set Bornstein, National Veterina-
ry Institute, Uppsala) involves both a continuation of some earlier activities
(the discase survey, the health status and the sub-projects concerning brucel-
losis, toxoplasmosis and trypanosomiasis) and extended activities such as a
study of udder infections. These infections cause pain to the animal and great
milk losses to its keeper. The proposed study is connected with the dairy farm
proposal and the suggested mobile laboratory,

Breeding and reproduction (Hussein Mohamed Nur, Faculty of Veterinary
Sciences, Somali National University) is linked with the health and diseasc
research mentioned above. It provides basic knowledge of values for the
understanding of current practices and future proposals for upgrading and
specialization,

Camel herd dynamics (Mohamed Ali Hussein, SOMAC, and Anders Hjorr,
Scandinavian Tnstitute of African Studies) is important for the analysis of food
availability and for a deepened understanding of long-term changes in camel
herds. The study is based on a combination of acrial photography and ground
SllI’VCyng.

12

9.

10.

Camel browsing (Ahmed Abdi Elmi, Faculty of Agriculture, Somali National
University). The camel’s browsing behaviour is studied. Both nutritional
quality and quantities arc analysed, as is the plant selection made by the
camels. The next phase in this study will concern how efficiently the animal
can make use of the nutritional content of the feed.

Breeds and classification (Mohamed Ali Hussein, SOMAC) is based on carlier
studies in Southern and Central Somalia. Presently, long-term studies are
established in the southern part of Somalia and are gradually being extended
to the north. To the extent that the great variations 1.a. in milk production may
be referred to differences in race, this research might prove decisive for further
specialization of camel production or for up-grading.

- Marketing and commercialization (Mohamed Said Samater, Faculty of Econo-

mics, Somali National University) is a vast undertaking, covering a wide range
of economical aspects of camels and camel products. The research activities
are presently limited to camel export and milk marketing. Other studies
planned concern trade networks, local camel markets and export markets.

Apart from the sub-projects listed above, a few case studies are being carried
out on individual herds, The prime purpose of these studies is to uphold a
continuous dialogue on all possible issues to be raised in connection with camel
pastoralism.
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