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2 Chapter 1. A New Generation of Research Facilities

Considering the above arguments and given that a new collider at CERN has to match the
existing LEP tunnel, the LHC was designed. It is planned to be operational in the year
2005. The LHC will be a p-p collider with a centre-of-mass energy

√
s of 2 × 7 = 14 TeV

and a design luminosity of L = 1034 cm−2s−1. Apart from accelerating protons, it will be
possible to use the LHC with Pb-Pb ions at a centre-of-mass energy in the PeV range. The
LHC will consist of two separate beam lines (with counter-rotating beams) which will be
installed in the existing LEP tunnel and will be filled with 0.45TeV protons delivered from
the Super Proton Synchrotron (SPS) and its pre-accelerators (see Figure 1.1).

*
*electrons

positrons
protons
antiprotons
Pb ions

LEP: Large Electron Positron collider
SPS: Super Proton Synchrotron
AAC: Antiproton Accumulator Complex
ISOLDE: Isotope Separator OnLine DEvice
PSB: Proton Synchrotron Booster
PS: Proton Synchrotron

LPI: Lep Pre-Injector
EPA: Electron Positron Accumulator
LIL: Lep Injector Linac
LINAC: LINear ACcelerator
LEAR: Low Energy Antiproton Ring
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Figure 1.1: Schematic view of the CERN accelerator complex.

The beam line will be occupied with super-conducting NbTi bending magnets, quadrupoles
for the beam optics and accelerating cavities. These magnets will house two separated beam
lines with opposite magnetic fields of 8.4T strength. The 1232 dipole magnets which are
foreseen along the beam line will be ∼ 14.6 m long.

At the interaction points, the bunches will have a transverse radius of 15 µm and the length
of the bunch will be 30 cm. This means that the position of the vertex will have a rather
large spread along the beam direction, the effective spread of the distribution of the vertex
position is expected to be 5.5 cm (r.m.s) along the beam direction.
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trons and photons. For the jet reconstruction, the calorimeters have to be sensitive
for the direction of the absorbed particles.

The electromagnetic calorimeter is a lead liquid-argon sampling calorimeter. The
lead plates have accordion geometry providing at the same time fast and low-noise
signal readout and high homogeneity. In the pseudorapidity range |η| < 1.8, the
barrel electromagnetic calorimeter is preceded by a presampling detector used to
correct for the energy loss in the inner detector including the solenoidal magnet.

The barrel hadron tile calorimeter has a shape of a cylinder which is divided into
a central barrel part and two extended barrel parts. It consists of plastic scintillator
tiles embedded between iron absorber plates.

At larger pseudorapidities, where a higher radiation resistance is needed, the radi-
ation hard liquid-argon technology is used for the endcap calorimeters. The hadron
endcap calorimeter uses parallel plates as absorber material. The very forward
calorimeter uses rod-shaped electrodes in a tungsten matrix with thin cylindrical
liquid argon gaps.

The energy resolution of the calorimeter system is 50%/
√
E for jets and about

10%/
√
E for electrons and photons with energy E.

3.2.4 Muon Spectrometer

Thin Gap ChambersCathode Strip Chambers

Muon Drift Tube chambers

Inner Detector

Resistive Plate Chambers

Fig. 3.7: The ATLAS muon spectrometer with its four chamber technologies. The inner
detector is shown for the comparison. An opening in the central region at η = 0
serves for the passage of cables and services for inner detector and calorimeters.
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Fig. 3.9: The sagitta S of the circular trajectory with curvature radius ρ through the
points A,D,B is defined as the shortest distance C̄D from this trajectory to the
the middle point C on the line connecting A and B.

track position measurement is performed in bending plane of the toroidal magnetic
field. This means measuring with high precision the z coordinate of the track points
in the barrel and the r coordinate in the x− y plane in the end-caps.

µ

Fig. 3.10: Display of a muon trajectory traversing the inner detector, the calorimeters
and the three barrel chamber stations of the muon spectrometer.
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ìÄÌ/È�Í¦È­ØRÒ{Ï/Ð7È­ÍQÈ­É�Ë�Þ�ÎRÕ�É�Ë�ÒNÏ/Ò7È­Ö à ÎRÐNË{Ì/ÈPË�Ð{ØRÊeè Ð{È=Ê­Î�É/Ò�Ë�Ð7Ï/Ê=Ë{Õ�Î�É�å�Î�É Ë�Ì%È�ÝTÈ­É/Ö%Õ�É/×�Þ/ÓIØZÉ/È�æJí
Ë�Ì/È#î7Ò7Ï/Þ�È=Ð�ÞTÎ�Õ�É�Ë{Ò{ï/í�ØRÐ{ÈQÏ/Ò7Ï+ØRÓ�Ó�Ù¡ÊeÌ/Î�Ò7È­É?ØZÒðË�Ì%È¦Ê=È­É�Ë�È=Ð�Î à Ë{Ì/ÈQÍ�Ï/Î�ÉñÊeÌ+ØRÍ�ÝTÈ­Ð�Ë�Ð{Ø9ò
ß�È=Ð{Ò{È=Ö�Ý�Ù§Ë{Ì/È`Þ+ØRÐ7Ë{Õ�Ê=Ó�È�å(â+×/ë«ó�ë ¯ æ!ëNìÄÌ/È`Ò{Ï/ÞTÈ­ÐNÞTÎ�Õ�É�Ë{ÒwÊ­Î
Î�Ð{Ö/ÕÔÉ+ØZË{È­ÒNØRÐ7È^Ë�ÌéÏ/ÒNÖ/È=Ë{È­Ð7Í¦ÕÔÉ/È­Ö
Ï/Ò{ÕÔÉ/×ôË�Ì/È�ÕÔÉ à Î�Ð{Í¦ØZË{Õ�Î�ÉçØ�ßZØRÕÔÓIØRÝ%Ó�È à Ð7Î�ÍõË{Ì/È�Ò{Õ�É%×�Ó�È§Ö%Ð{Õ à ËÄË{Ï/ÝTÈ­Òðå�Þ+ØZÐ­ë�ó�ë�ö/ë ® æ!ë
ìÄÌ/È ÞTÎ�Õ�É�Ë�Ð7È­Ò7Î�Ó�Ï%Ë{Õ�Î�Éç÷`å�øRæ�Õ�É�Ë{Ì/È�ó�ëXù�Ò{Ï%Í¦ÒÄÏ/Þ�Ë{Ì/È Ê­ÎRÉéË{Ð{ÕÔÝ/Ï%Ë�È=ÒÄÖ/Ï/È§Ë{Î�Ë�Ì/È ÕÔÉéË{Ð{ÕÔÉ/Ò{ÕÔÊ
Ë�Ï/ÝTÈ�Ð{È=Ò{Î�ÓÔÏ%Ë�ÕÔÎ�É�Ë�Ì/È�Í�Ï%ÓÔË�ÕÔÞ/Ó�È�Ò{Ê­ØZË{Ë{È­Ð{ÕÔÉ/×QØRÉ/ÖGË�Ì/È¥ØRÓÔÕ�×�É%Í¦È=ÉéË�Þ/Ð{È=Ê­Õ�Ò7Õ�Î�É�ë

ìÄÌ/ÈôØRÞ%Þ+ØRÐ�Ø9Ë�Ï/Ò§Í�Ï/Ò7Ë�ØZÓ�Ó�Î�Ú à ÎRÐ§Ø�Ð{È=Ò{Î�ÓÔÏ%Ë�ÕÔÎ�ÉûúVÛ/Ü4ü!Û/Ü`Î àPà È!ÚýÞTÈ­Ð7Ê­È­É�Ë�ÕÔÉ�Ë�Ì%ÈôÓ�Î�ÚþÍ¦Î9ò
Í¦È=É�Ë�Ï/ÍÿÐ7È­×�ÕÔÎ�É?å4Ò{È­ÈðÈRë�×/ë�Þ�ÎRÕ�É�Ë ® Î à Ë{Ì/È�Þ%Ð{È=ß
ÕÔÎ�Ï/Ò�Ò{È­Ê!Ë�ÕÔÎ�É-æ�Ú�Ì%È­Ð{È¥Ë�Ì/ÈðÐ{È=Ò{Î�ÓÔÏ%Ë�ÕÔÎ�É�ÕÔÒ
Ö/Î�ÍQÕ�É+Ø9Ë�È­Ö~Ý�ÙGÈ=É/È­Ð7×RÙGÓ�Î�Ò7Òðå�Ï/ÞGË�Î¦ó���������ü��=æ�ØRÉ/ÖÀÍ�Ï/ÓÔË{Õ�Þ/ÓÔÈµÒ7ÊVØZË7Ë�È­Ð7Õ�É/×%ë�ìÄÌ/ÕÔÒÄÚ�ØRÒ�Ø
Ö/È­Ê=Õ�Ò7ÕÔß�È¨ØRÐ{×RÏ/Í¦È=É�Ë à Î�Ð�ÊeÌ/Î
Î�Ò{ÕÔÉ/×§ØZÉ�ØRÕÔÐ�Ê=Î�Ð{È�ÍçØZ×�É/È=Ë�Ò7Ù
Ò�Ë�È­ÍþÚ�ÕÔË{ÌðË{Ì/È¨ÓÔÎ�Ú�È­Ò�Ë^ÞTÎ�Ò{Ò7Õ�Ý/ÓÔÈ
ØRÍQÎ�Ï/É�Ë�Î à ÍçØZË7Ë�È=Ð­ë12 CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION
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Figure 1.8: Muon spectrometer momentum resolution [13]. Left: Resolution using only the
muon spectrometer. Above an energy of 300GeV the dominant contribution stems from
the single tube resolution, followed by the chamber alignment. For pt = 1TeV the relative
precision ∆pt/pt is about 10% which meets the requirement of equation (1.1). Right:
Combined momentum resolution of the Inner Detector and the muon spectrometer. One
can see that for energies above ≈ 100GeV the muon spectrometer stand-alone performance
almost equals the combined one. The dotted line is the resolution achievable using only the
Inner Detector.

are read out via capacitive coupling by a set of metal strips on the outside of the bakelite
plates. Strips on the two sides of the chamber are perpendicular with respect to each other;
’η-strips’ are parallel to the MDT wires; they reflect the bending of a track in the muon
spectrometer. ’ϕ-strips’ provide the second coordinate of a trajectory, i.e. the position in
direction of the MDT axis. The time resolution of a RPC is 1.5 ns with a granularity of
about 3 cm.
As to their principle of operation, TGCs are multi-wire proportional chambers with a
distance between the anode and the cathode plane that is smaller than the anode wire
pitch. The electric field configuration and the short drift distance provide for a good time
resolution and a fast response. In Atlas all TGCs are arranged such that their wires are
parallel to the MDT ones. A signal is read out both from the anodes and from strips
attached to the cathode. As in the case of the RPCs this allows for establishing the track

Parameter Requirement

Wire position within a MDT ≤ 10µm r.m.s.

Relative positioning accuracy of MDTs within a chamber ≤ 20µm r.m.s.

Local chamber alignment (in-plane alignment) ≤ 10 µm

Global chamber alignment (sagitta correction) ≤ 30 µm
−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−− −−−−−−−−
Intrinsic single MDT resolution ≈ 80 µm

Table 1.1: Contributions to the MDT wire position accuracy. In order to reach a momen-
tum resolution of 10% for an energy of 1TeV (equation (1.1)), the requirements given in
the right column must be met.
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Õ�É/É/È=Ð§Ö/È!Ë�È­Ê!Ë�Î�Ð=ë�ìÄÌ/ÈôÖ/ÎZË{Ë�È=Ö Ó�Õ�É%È�Ê­ÎRÐ{Ð{È=Ò{ÞTÎ�É/Ö/Ò Ë{Î�Ë�Ì/ÈôÕÔÉ/É/È­Ð Ö%È=Ë�È=Ê=Ë{Î�Ð Ò7Ë�ØRÉ�ò
Ö+ØRÓ�ÎRÉ/ÈµË�Ð{ØRÊeèéÕ�É/×%ë��-ÎRÐ¨ÍQÎ�Í¦È=É�ËeØ�ØRÝTÎ�ß�È ® ���(������ü���Ë{Ì/È§Í�Ï/ÎRÉ~Ò{ÞTÈ­Ê=Ë{Ð{Î�ÍQÈ=Ë{È­Ð
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Ï/ØRÓ�Ò�Ë{Ì/È�Ê­Î�Í�Ý%Õ�É/È=Ö�Î�É%ÈRë

�µÒ^Ö%È­ÍQÎ�É/Ò7Ë{Ð�ØZË{È­Ö�ÕÔÉ�â+×/ë^ó�ëXù§ØµÐ{È=Ò{Î�ÓÔÏ%Ë�ÕÔÎ�É�ÝTÈ=Ë
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Y�Z�Y\[*]_^a`bYdcfe�]bg�[ihjckZ�Y WUl�m�n�oqp�r ^fZ<s l�l�l�m�n�oqp�r�t�u�vfw ]bg<e�x v Z�^fyb[�Y\[ze v `�cf[zY�[z]_^
{�Z w ]_^ v {bcfZU| w~} [ }��_� ^ayb[ w ]b]b[*c } [P^a[*�*^aZ�c�^ay�[�s���|�e�x~`�[ w~v {�Z vfvkw~� x�[�hjckZ�Y�� m�n�oqp�r ^aZ
WUl�l�m�n�oqp�r�t
� w ]b�z[�^fyb[ w ]b]b[*c } [*^f[z�P^aZ�cB� v ^�e�] } e�x�Z�]b[U�Jck[ v Z�x~`�^ w Z�] w�v?� [*^f^f[zc�hjZ�c?Y�Z�Y�[z]_^�e"x�ZU�q[*c�^fy�e�]
s li� � l�m�n�o�p�r���w ]'^ayb[�� � {�y �Vvkw � vBv ^f` }bw [ v � v [*[�hjZ�c9[P��e�Y�{bx~[�{�Z w ]_^B��Z�hJ^fyb[�{bcf[P| w Z�` v
v [*�*^ w Z�]���^fyb[�Yi`bZ�]���ybe�Y � [zc v e�ck[�` v [ } Y\e w ]bx � e�^�^fc w g�g�[zcqx~[*|�[zx8� } [ v �zc w�� [ } hj`bck^fyb[zca� t
� yb[ w Y�{bx w ��e�^ w Z�]�hjZ�c�^fyb[�Yi`bZ�] vk�Vv ^f[zY w~v ^aybe�^�{be�^f^f[zcf]Rcf[*�zZ�g�] w ^ w Z�] v ybZ�`bx } �qZ�ck�
[*|�[z]ShjZ�c"^ayb[ v Z�h�^f[ v ^�Yi`�Z�] v cf[ze���y w ]�g�^fyb[ v {�[z�*^fcfZ�Y�[*^f[zc�� y w ��y¡y�e�|�[\e�Y�Z�Y�[z]_^a`�Y
Z�hJe � Z�`�^B� m�n�o�p�r�t

� yb[¢g�Z�e�xKZ�h�e£ck[ v Z�x~`�^ w Z�]@¤�¥b¦ p ¥b¦\§ WUl �¨hjZ�c�¥b¦\© W«ª�n�oqp�r�� e v ck[z{�Z�ck^f[ }¬w ]R^ayb[
{�Z w ]_^ s�Z�h«^ayb[K{bcf[P| w Z�` v�v [z�P^ w Z�] � �ze�] � [�e���y w [*|�[ } Z�]bx � ^fybcfZ�`�g�y�^ay�["�zZ�Y �bw ]�e�^ w Z�]\Z�h
^ay�[ � [z] }bw ]bgK{�ZU�q[*c�e�] } Z�hb^ay�[q{bck[z� w�vfw Z�]�Z�h�^ayb[ } [*^f[z�*^fZ�c w ]�^fyb[ v e�g w ^k^�e Y\[ze v `�cf[zY�[z]_^
�­[*® t s t �_� t � yb[zck[*hjZ�ck[ v `b��y£cf[*®¯` w ck[zY�[z]_^ v ^acfZ�]bg�x �°w ]�±�`b[*]b�z[ } ^ay�[ } [P²�] w ^ w Z�]SZ�h�^ayb[
Y\e w ] } [P^a[*�*^aZ�cB��ybe�cae��P^a[*c w~v ^ w � vzt
� yb[�^f[zcfY´³iµ�¶ w ]�s t � v `bg�g�[ v ^ v ^ay�e�^�e"x·e�ckg�[q^fcae���� w ]�g���e�| w ^ � e�] } e�] w ]_^a[*] v [9Y\e�g�]�[*^ w �
²�[*x } e�cf[�]b[z[ } [ }�t � Z�g�[z]�[zcae�^a[�e'Y�e�g�]b[*^ w ��²�[zx } Z�h8hj[P� � [zx v e¸ZU|�[*c�^fyb[(x·e�cfg�[ v {¹[*� �
^ackZ�Y�[*^a[*c?|�Z�x�`bY�[ e��*`bcfck[z]_^�Z�h¹^fyb[ Z�c } [zc�Z�h WUl�º¼» Yi` v ^ � [ {bckZ�| w�} [ }�t � `b��y��*`bcfck[z]_^ v
��e�] � [��zZ vkw~} [*cf[ } Z�]bx �¸w ]�^ay�[��*Z�]_^a[½�¼^�Z�h v `b{�[zck�zZ�] } `b�*^ w Z�]�g�Y\e�g�]b[P^ vzt � yb[�]¯`bY � [zc
Z�h9x w ]b[ v �*cfZ vkv [ }¾�_� eGYi`�Z�]¡^fcae���� w ]°^aZ�ckZ w~}�v�w�v �zZ�] v ^ae�]_^(e�] } ^ayb[ � [*] }bw ]�g�{¹ZU��[zc
w ]��zcf[ze v [ v e�^ y w g�yb[zc�{ v [z` } Z�cae�{ w~}bw ^ w [ v � v [z[�s t �_�qyb[*]b�z[�ei^aZ�ckZ w~} e�x¿Y\e�g�]b[P^ w ��²�[*x } y�e v
^ay�[�{bckZ�{¹[*ck^ � ^fy�e�^�^ayb[�^acae�] v |�[zc v [¸Y�Z�Y\[*]_^a`bYdck[ v Z�x~`�^ w Z�] w~v �zZ�] v ^ae�]_^iZU|�[*cie�� w�} [
cae�]bg�[�Z�h { v [*` } Z�cfe�{ w~}�w ^ ��t<ÀM} cfeU� � e����SZ�hq^ay w�v �zZ�]�²�g�`bcfe�^ w Z�] w�v ^fy�e�^�^fyb[ � [z] }�w ]bg
} ZV[ v ]bZ�^�^ae���[�{bx~e��z[ w ]¢^ayb[({bx~e�]b[i^fcae�] v |�[*c v [�^aZ'^ay�[ � [ze�YÁe�� w~v ^fyb[zck[*hjZ�ck[(^ayb[�{bck[ �
� w�v [��¯]bZ�xÂ� } g�[�Z�hÃ^ay�[�{�c w Y\e�c �\w ]_^a[zcfe��*^ w Z�]'{�Z w ]¯^��Äs l(Å�Æ � w~} [�e�^ Ç�È�É��q�ze�]b]bZ�^ � [
[P�¼{bx�Z w ^f[ }�t
Ê w ^fy@³ © l�t1Ë¡ª e�] } µ�©ÍÌbÎ.Ï Æ¢� hjckZ�Y s t s¡cf[ v `bxÂ^ v e v e�g w ^f^�e¡Z�h�Ï l�l�Å�Æ hjZ�c¸e
Y�Z�Y\[*]_^a`bY Z�h W°ª�n�o�p�r�t � y w~v Y�[�e�] v ^ayb[ v e�g w ^k^�e£Yi` v ^ � [ } [*^a[*cfY w ]b[ } � w ^ayÐe
{bck[z� w�vfw Z�]ÒÑ�ÓÔ© ÕÐÖ¹¤�¥b¦ p ¥b¦�Z�h(e � Z�`�^GÏ l×Å�Æ �­[z® t s t ��� t�Ø Z�c�y w g�yÐY�Z�Y�[z]_^a`�Y
Yi`bZ�] v Y�`bx w {bx~[ v ��e�^k^a[zc w ]bg w~v ]b[*g�x w g w~� x�['e�] } ^ayb[�cf[ v Z�x�`�^ w Z�] w~v�} Z�Y w ]�e�^f[ }×�_� ^ayb[
w ]_^fc w ] vfw �¸^f` � [<ck[ v Z�x~`�^ w Z�]Re�] } ^ayb[<e�x w g�]bY�[z]_^�{bck[z� w~vfw Z�]Re v\v ybZU� ] w ]×²�g t s t � tÚÙ ^
��e�] � [ } [zY�Z�] v ^fcae�^f[ } ^ay�e�^�e¢^a` � [�cf[ v Z�x�`�^ w Z�]×Z�hKe � Z�`�^\Û l¢Å�Æ w�v ]�[z�z[ vfv e�c ��tÚÀKv
e'�zZ�] v [z®¯`b[*]b�z[�^ay�[\e��z�z`�cae�� � Z�h�^ayb[(ck[zx~e�^ w |�[i{�Z vfw ^ w Z�] w ]�g�Z�h�^ay�[���ybe�Y � [zc v e�] } ^ayb[
Y�[z��y�e�] w ��e�x�{bck[z� w�vfw Z�]�Z�h�^ayb[9��y�e�Y � [*c�e vfv [zY � x � ybe v ^aZ�Y\e�^a��y(^fyb[ v {�e�^ w e�x�cf[ v Z�x�`�^ w Z�]
Z�h¼^ayb[ } c w h�^Ã^a` � [ v*t � y w�v e v �"hjZ�cEe } [ }bw ��e�^f[ } e�x w g�]bY\[*]_^ vk�Vv ^f[zYÜe�] }�v {�[z� w ²��8��y�e�Y � [zc
�zZ�] v ^fcf`b�P^ w Z�] } [zY\e�] }bv*tÝÀ�} [ v �*c w {�^ w Z�]ÝZ�hB^ayb[ v {�[z�P^ackZ�Y\[P^a[*c w�v g w |�[z] w ]£^fyb[�]b[P�V^
v [*�*^ w Z�] t

Þ À cf[*�zZ�] v ^ack`b�*^ w Z�]�Z�h8^ayb[i^fcae���� w ]¢^ayb[(]�Z�] �ß� [z] }bw ]bg�{bx~e�]b[({bckZ�àk[z�P^ w Z�]R�zá v [z�zZ�] } �*Z �
Z�c }bw ]�e�^a[zâ�{bx~e�]b[U�K� w ^ay¡e�{�Z w ]_^�cf[ v Z�x�`�^ w Z�]°Z�h9e � Z�`¼^ W�l�Æ'Æãw�v cf[z®¯` w cf[ } hjZ�c�e v e�hj[
^acfe����¸ck[z�zZ�] v ^fcf`b�P^ w Z�]Ge�] } ck[zx w e � x�["Y\Z�Y\[*]¯^f`bY } [*^a[*cfY w ]�e�^ w Z�] t
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3. The ATLAS Experiment at the Large Hadron Collider 36

The active detector parts can be divided into three subdetectors. The innermost
part is the tracking detector (inner detector). It is surrounded by the electromag-
netic and hadronic calorimeters. The outermost part, occupying the largest part of
the ATLAS volume is the muon spectrometer. The inner detector and the muon
spectrometer are immersed in a magnetic field which bends the charged particle
trajectories allowing for charge and the momentum measurement. In the following,
we shortly introduce each of the subdetectors.

3.2.1 Magnet System

Central Solenoid

Barrel Toroids

End Cap Toroid 
End Cap Toroid 

Fig. 3.4: The superconducting ATLAS magnet system with the central solenoid surround-
ing the inner detector, the barrel toroid magnet in the barrel region of the muon
spectrometer, and the endcap toroids in the two endcaps of the muon spec-
trometer. The central solenoid is installed in a common vacuum vessel with the
electromagnetic calorimeter.

The superconducting magnet system of the ATLAS detector comprises several
parts as shown in Figure 3.4. The 5.3 m long central solenoid encloses the inner
tracking detector providing it with a solenoidal magnetic field of 2 T. Since the
solenoid coil is positioned between the tracking detectors and the electromagnetic
calorimeter, the amount of the material used for the magnet has to be minimized
to achieve precise energy measurement of particles reaching the calorimeter. The
solenoid is therefore made as thin as possible and shares the same vacuum vessel
with the electromagnetic liquid argon calorimeter.
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Achieving a resolution ∆pT/pT ≈ 10% for pT = 1 TeV/c dictates the combination of the
bending power in the central rapidity region, and of the precision with which the muon
instrumentation must measure the sagitta of the particles.

Magnet System

The magnet system consists of three air-core super-conducting toroids with an open struc-
ture to minimise the contribution of multiple scattering to the momentum resolution. The
toroidal design of the magnet system made it possible to provide a high-resolution, large-
acceptance and robust stand-alone Muon Spectrometer. A combined optimisation of the
magnet-field strength and its radius, constrained by magnet-fabrication costs and by space
limitations in the experimental cavern, led to the air-core toroid magnet configuration pro-
viding a bending power at ϕ = 0 of

∫
B dl = 2 Tm at η = 0 up to

∫
B dl = 9 Tm at

|η| = 2.8 (see Figure 1.12, the integral is calculated from the inner muon station to the
outer muon station). The average toroidal magnetic field will be ∼ 0.5 T. A big advantage
of the toroidal magnetic field is the fact that the bending power increases with higher
pseudo-rapidities.

The barrel toroid extends over a length of 25m, with an inner bore of 9.4m and an outer
diameter of 20.1 m. The two end-cap toroids are inserted in the barrel at each end. They
have a length of 5m, an inner bore of 1.64m and an outer diameter of 10.7m. Each toroid
consists of eight flat coils assembled radially and symmetrically around the beam axis. The
barrel-toroid coils are contained in individual cryostats, whereas the eight end-cap toroid-
coils are assembled in a single, large cryostat. Figure 1.11 shows a 3D view of the muon
magnet system.
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Figure 1.11: 3D view of the super-conducting
air-core toroid magnet system.

Figure 1.12: Toroid bending
power

∫
B dl of the azimuthal field

component as a function of η.
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Figure 1.9: Transverse view of
the ATLAS Muon Spectrometer.

Figure 1.10: Side view of one quadrant of the
ATLAS experiment.

Based on the discussion from Section 1.3 the important parameters that need to be opti-
mised for maximum physics reach are:

• Resolution: momentum and mass resolutions at the level of 1% are essential for the
reconstruction of narrow two- or four-muon final states on top of high background
levels, such as the intermediate-mass Higgs, and for reliable charge identification.
A transverse momentum resolution that is constant over the full rapidity range is
desirable.

• “Second coordinate” measurement: a measurement of muon tracks in the non-bending
projections with an r.m.s spatial resolution of 5–10mm is required for safe track
reconstruction and reliable momentum determination.

• Rapidity coverage of track reconstruction: all physics channels profit from a pseudo-
rapidity coverage up to |η| ≈ 3 and good hermeticity, in particular rare high-mass
processes.

• Trigger selectivity: transverse momentum thresholds of 10–20 GeV/c are adequate for
high-mass states, which will be in the focus of LHC physics at nominal luminosity.
Lower thresholds of pT ≈ 5 GeV/c are required for CP violation and beauty physics.

• Trigger coverage: adequate trigger efficiencies can be obtained with a pseudo-rapidity
coverage smaller than that of the precision chambers. The actual requirements are
mostly determined by processes at the opposite ends of the LHC mass scale: the need
for good acceptance for rare high-mass Higgs particles, and the need for very high
statistics to study small rate asymmetries due to CP violation in the B sector. A
trigger coverage of |η| < 2.4 is found to be sufficient.

• Bunch-crossing identification: the LHC bunch-crossing interval of 25 ns sets the scale
for the required time resolution of the first-level trigger system.
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Fig. 3.9: The sagitta S of the circular trajectory with curvature radius ρ through the
points A,D,B is defined as the shortest distance C̄D from this trajectory to the
the middle point C on the line connecting A and B.

track position measurement is performed in bending plane of the toroidal magnetic
field. This means measuring with high precision the z coordinate of the track points
in the barrel and the r coordinate in the x− y plane in the end-caps.

µ

Fig. 3.10: Display of a muon trajectory traversing the inner detector, the calorimeters
and the three barrel chamber stations of the muon spectrometer.
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Fig. 3.13: Schematic drawing of a rectangular barrel Monitored Drift Tube chamber with
the light rays of the optical in-plane chamber alignment system indicated which
monitors the planarity of the chamber.

On one end of the chamber, the tubes are connected to high voltage of 3080 V
and on the other end to the readout electronics. In the following we use the denom-
inations readout (RO) and high voltage (HV ) to distinguish between the chamber
ends (see Figure 3.13).

The supporting frame is a light-weight aluminium structure holding the drift tube
layers. It consists of three crossplates (RO, MI and HV , see Figure 3.13) oriented
perpendicular to the tube axis, i.e. in z-direction in the chamber coordinate system.
The crossplates are connected by two longbeams oriented parallel to the tube axis,
i.e. in x-direction. The multilayers are glued to the crossplates.

The basic units of a MDT chamber are the drift tubes with 30 mm outer diameter
and with 50 µm diameter gold-plated tungsten-rhenium sense wire centered in the
tube and following the tube axis. The anode wires are connected to positive high
voltage while the tube walls are the cathodes. The tubes are filled with Ar:CO2

(93:7) gas mixture with a pressure of 3 bar.
A muon traversing a drift tube (see Figure 3.14) ionizes the detector gas. The

ionization charges produced along the track are stochastically distributed in charge
clusters [32]. The clusters of ionization electrons (primary electrons) drift towards
the anode wire in the direction of the radial electric field E(r)

E(r) =
V

r ln b
a

, (3.4)
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core feature of the Atlas muon spectrometer, turns a drift tube into an MDT, with the
’M’ standing for ’monitored’.

Global alignment system: Owing to the large size of the muon system, relative cham-
ber movements with respect to each other of up to several millimeters can be expected
when the toroid magnet is switched on or as a consequence of temperature variations.
Equally important to the measurement of the individual chamber shapes is therefore the
monitoring of the total muon spectrometer geometry. This so-called ’global alignment sys-
tem’ is, as the in-plane one, based on optical sensors connected by light rays. The barrel
chambers are arranged such that they form projective towers (fig. 1.7): The hypothetical
lines connecting the corners of an inner, middle and outer station chamber point towards
the interaction point. Adjacent chambers are optically linked by proximity sensors; ax-
ial lines are parallel to the beam axis and connect chambers within a station. A set of
projective alignment rays finally provides for a connection of the three stations themselves.
In the endcap region the situation is slightly more difficult since the vacuum vessels of the
endcap toroids block the line of sight between some of the stations. In addition to the
elements described above for the barrel, a system of rigid reference bars is therefore used.
These are cylindrical metal tubes which are themselves equipped with an optical system
to monitor their deformation. Sensors mounted on the alignment bars are then utilized to
interconnect the individual chambers and stations.
Table 1.1 summarizes the different contributions to the precision with which a wire position
is known; figure 1.8 demonstrates the high accuracy with which the momentum of a high-
energetic muon can be determined from the muon spectrometer data alone. This stand-
alone capability is, in addition to the large toroid magnet system, a unique feature of the
Atlas design.

Trigger chambers: Trigger chambers are Resistive Plate Chambers (RPCs) in the bar-
rel and Thin Gap Chambers (TGCs) in the endcap. An RPC consists of a pair of parallel
bakelite plates of high resistivity with a well defined distance; the gap between the two
plates is filled with a gas mixture on the basis of tetrafluoroethane (C2H2F4). A high volt-
age of several kilovolts is applied across the gap; this causes primary ionization electrons
produced by a traversing particle to multiply while drifting towards the anode. Signals

In−plane alignment

cross plates

Projective
alignment

Axial
alignment

BO

BM

BI

Chamber

z

Figure 1.7:
Muon chamber alignment for the barrel region [9].
All chambers are arranged such that the lines con-
necting their corners point towards the interaction
point (’projective towers’). A set of optical align-
ment rays is used to monitor chamber movements.
Axial lines run parallel to the beam axis while projec-
tive lines connect different stations. Adjacent cham-
bers are additionally connected by so-called proximity
sensors (not shown).
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is larger than the cathode-anode distance (1.4mm). Signals from the anode wires,
arranged parallel to the MDT wires, provide the trigger information together with
readout strips arranged orthogonal to the wires, that also provide a measurement of
the “second coordinate”.

1.4.4 The Trigger Scheme

The role of the trigger system is to select bunch crossings containing interesting interactions.
The data-acquisition will be able to record events with a rate of ∼ 100 Hz (10–100MB/s).
Hence the task of the trigger is to reduce the vast interaction rate of 109 Hz to 100Hz of
interesting events.
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Figure 1.13: The ATLAS three-level trigger architecture.

The ATLAS trigger is organised in three trigger levels (LVL1, LVL2 and LVL3) as shown
in Figure 1.13. The LVL1 trigger uses reduced-granularity data from a subset of detectors.
The LVL2 trigger uses full-granularity, full-precision data from most of the detectors, but
examines only regions of the detector flagged at LVL1 as containing interesting information.
The LVL3 trigger uses the full event data for the final selection of events for off-line analysis.

The LVL1 trigger accepts data at the full LHC bunch-crossing rate of 40MHz (every
25 ns). The latency, which is the time to form and distribute the LVL1 trigger decision,
is 2 µs and the maximum output rate is limited to 100 kHz by the capabilities of the sub-
detector readout systems and the LVL2 trigger. During the LVL1 processing, the data
from all parts of the ATLAS detector are held in pipeline memories. The LVL1 trigger
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DCE�FHGJILKME�N�O9PMQLE�RLSTKUF�VUEWP�E�G�X�RYKZP[GJPMSTKUPMSTF�G�\]X^G_P�ILVUE�NJO9P�Q�E�S`N�XLS`aHGJPMSTN�X�b�VMN1F�E�KUK�c�P�QLEedgf�h
KMSTi�X^G�\ji�EWXLE�VMGJP�EWRlkjmlG7P�VMGon�E�VUKMSTX�i�plILN�XqKMQLNor�K$R�S`stE�VMEWXjP]peG_uvSTpeG�c�VMEW\wGJPME�R�P�N&PMQLE9S`XLRLSxnvS`RLI^G�\
F�\TI�KUP�EWVMK(y{z^i�|  |~}���c1S`XebLG�VUPMSTF�I�\wG�V$O{N�V�PMQLN�KME&b^G�KUKMSTX�iqFW\TN�KUE�V-P�N�P�QLE�r�STVUE
r�QLEWVME&RLVMSxO�P-RLSTKZP[G�XLFWE�K
RLS`stE�VUE�XLFWE�k�EWP�rCE�EWXgP�VMG�F[��FW\TILKZP�E�VUK
G�VME�E�X�Q^G�XLF[QLEWR�|

h7Q�E<EWstE�FWP	N�O�P�QLE(STN�XLS`aHGJPMSTN�X�KUP�GJP�S`KUPMSTF�KCN�X�PMQLE�b^G�VZP�S`F�\TE&btN�KMS`PMSTN�X�p�EHG�KUILVMEWpeEWX�PMK	r�ST\`\�k�E
RLSTKUF�ILKUKME�R�O{ILVUPMQLE�V�S`X�PMQLE�F[Q^G�b�PME�VW|
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E�n�EWX�PMK�c�F�N�VMVMEWKMb�N�XLRLS`XLi(PMN(P�QLE	��GJXv�
R^G�IgR�STKUPMVMS`kLI�P�S`N�X�P[GJST\�cLGe\wGJVMi�E�O{VMG�FWPMSTN�X�N�O]PMQLE�plILN�X�E�XLEWVMi�m�S`K�PMV�G�X�KUO{E�VUVMEWR�P�N�G�X�E�\TEWFWPMVMN�X
STX�G�KMS`XLi�\TE
F�N�\T\TS`KMS`N�X�|�h7QLE�KUE�E�\`E�F�P�VMN�XLK�cvX^G�p�E�R � ��EW\TEWFWP�VUN�XLKWc�G�VUE(EWXLE�VUi�EWPMSTF(EWXLN�ILi�Q�P�N�P�V�GHn�E�\
p�G�FWVMN�KUF�N�b�STF(R�STKUP�G�XLFWE�K7STXeP�QLE<ijGJK7G�XLR�bLVUNvR�ILF�E�GlKUE�F�N�XLR^G�VZm�P�VMG�F[� |C¡<X�PMQLE<GHn�EWV�G�i�E�c ¢�|£¢�¤
E�\TEWFWPMVMN�XLK�b�E�V�F�EWXjP�STp�EWPME�V�G�VUE�E�p�S`PMPME�R�c�STX�¥(VUi�N�X�GJP�XLN�VUp�GJ\�F�N�X�RLS`PMSTN�X�c1r�S`PMQ�EWXLE�VUi�m�N�O  ¢
¦�§�¨ P�Q^G_P7peE�G�XLK�GlVMG�XLi�E�NJO]GJktN�IvP<¤<F�p©yMª¬«v¤�­w��|�¥ � ��EW\TE�F�P�VUN�X�FHG�X�G�\`KMN®PMN�ktE<b�VMN1RLILF�EWR�STX
P�QLE�P�ILk�Eqr9G�\T\¯| � X�k�N�P�Q�FHG�KUE�K(PMQLE®KUE�F�N�XLR^G�VZm�PMV�G�F[��FHGJX�b^G�KUK(F�\`N�KMEWV&PMNeP�Q�Eqr�STVUE�PMQ^G�XgPMQLE
N�VMS`i�STX^GJ\tplI�N�X�P�V�Go°UE�FWPMN�VUm�|-h7QLEqFWN�XLKUE�±�ILE�X�F�ElS`K�G�VUE�RLI�F�E�R�VMEWF�N�XLKZP�VUILFWPMSTN�X�EW²�F�S`E�XLF�m�|

³+´ � �H�t��� h7QLEeSTXjP�EWV�G�F�P�S`N�XYb�VMN1F�E�KUKlRLEWbtEWXLRLK®KZP�VUN�XLi�\xmµN�XYPMQLE�bLQ�N�P�N�XYE�XLEWVMi�m�|�D9E�\`N�r
¤�|~¢�«e¶ §�¨ P�QLE�RLN�p�STXLG�XjP�bLVMN1F�EWKMKMEWK�G�VUE�PMQLE�bLQLN�PMNvEW\TE�F�P�VUSTF<EWstE�F�P<G�X�R�PMQLEl·9N�peb�PMN�X�KMFHG_PU�
P�E�VUSTXLi�y�r�QLSTF[Q�peGom�NvFWF�ILV7k�N�PMQ�S`X�P�QLE<ijGJK&GJXLR�STX�P�Q�E�PMILk�E�r	G�\`\���|$¥(k�Non�E�P�QLS`K	n�GJ\TILEJc�b^G�S`V
bLVMN1RLILF�P�STN�X¸S`K<P�QLE�peN�KUP�bLVMN�k^G�kL\`E�bLVMN1F�EWKMK�| � O	P�QLE�bLQ�N�P�N1F�N�Xjn�E�VMKUSTN�XYNvFWF�ILVUK�c+\TST�JE�\xm�ILb¸P�N
«�¢ ¦v§�¨ N�V�KUNLcLP�QLE�r�QLN�\`E�bLQLN�PMN�XgEWXLE�VUi�m�STK7P�VMG�XLKZO{E�VMVUE�R�P�NeG�KUSTXLi�\`E<E�\`E�FWPMVMN�X¹|9h7QLE�KMb^G_P�SwGJ\
V�G�XLi�ElSTK&N�O�O{EWrºp�ST\T\`STp�S`PME�VMKW|7h7QLSTK(peE�G�XLK&PMQ^GJP�PMQLE�dgf�h»KUSTi�X^GJ\+F�G�ILKMEWRµk�m�G�\TNor»EWXLE�VUi�m
bLQLN�PMN�X�STXjP�EWV�G�F�P�STN�X�b�VME�KUE�XjP�K(G�KMSTX�i�\TE�b�EHGJ��KMQ^G�b�E�R�KUPMVMILF�P�ILVUE®GJK
KUQLNor�X�S`X�z^iL|  |~}v|
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5. MDT Chamber Response to Muons 78

tubes. It couples the readout electronics capacitively to the wires and provides a
discharge protection for the amplifier inputs. 3×8 tubes, 8 in each of the 3 layers
of a multilayer are read out via one hedgehog board. A separate mezzanine printed
circuit board which plugs into the hedgehog PCB contains three 8-channel ASD
chips (Amplifier, Shaper, Discriminator) [38] and one 24-channel TDC chip (Time-
to-Digital-Converter) [39]. The high voltage is connected to the tubes via hedgehog
PCBs at the opposite tube ends (see Figure 5.2). Both ends of each multilayer
are enclosed by a Faraday cage. The Chamber Service Module (CSM) provides the
interface between the readout electronics and the data acquisition system. In the
ATLAS detector, the data will be transmitted from the CSM by about ∼100 m long
optical fibers to the Readout Driver modules (ROD).

3x
8 

tu
be

s

Hedgehog PCB

mezzanine PCB

Faraday cage

~100 m

CSM
ROD

coupling capacitors

Fig. 5.1: Layout of the MDT readout system.

The current signal of the wires is amplified and converted into a voltage pulse
which is sent to a discriminator. A time-to-digital converter, synchronized to the
bunch crossing clock, measures the time of the leading and the trailing edge of the
discriminator output and stores it in a buffer. The space-to-drift-time relationship
r(t) relates the measured drift time t (the leading edge threshold crossing time
reduced by the constant time offset due to the signal propagation in the readout
electronics) to the distance r of the track from the anode wire:

r = r(t) =

t
∫

0

ṙ(t)dt, (5.1)

where ṙ(t) is the drift velocity which depends on the gas mixture and, in general,
on the electric field in the tube. For Ar:CO2 gas the drift velocity depends on the
electric field and, therefore, on the position in the tube: it has the largest value in
the vicinity of the anode wire and decreases with increasing distance from the wire.

The drift-time resolution and thus the spatial resolution of the track point is
affected by the threshold setting and by the gas gain. An important limitation of
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2.3. BACKGROUND ENVIRONMENT AT LHC 27

2.3 Background environment at LHC

A large fraction of hits detected in the Atlas muon spectrometer will be due to background
events rather than due to muons themselves. In this the LHC detectors differ significantly
from past experiments like those at the Large Electron Positron Collider LEP, where rates
in the muon systems were negligible.
In the MDT case the main background contributions are photon and neutron interactions.
Neutrons typically stem from secondary particles produced in the beam pipe and other
machine elements as well as in the calorimeters. Photons are to a large extent created
by (n,γ)-reactions. Both neutrons and photons have in common that they are essentially
uncorrelated to any primary interaction products due to the large number of scattering
and (re)absorption processes involved in their creation [9].
Figure 2.13 shows simulation results for the expected photon flux in the Atlas muon
spectrometer; photon rates are highest in the region close to the beam pipe, in particular
in the two innermost endcap stations (EI, EM). The mechanisms by which a photon will
deposit energy in an MDT were discussed in section 2.2.1; the interaction probability
(efficiency) as well as the number of produced primary electrons depend on the photon
energy (fig. 2.14). Combining simulation results for the expected photon energy spectrum
with the γ-efficiency curve gives

N̄p.e. = 1235 (2.18)

BOS + BOL

BMS + BML

BIS + BIL

EMS + EML

endcap
outer 
station

endcap
toroid

CSCs

EI

Figure 2.13: Expected photon flux in the Atlas muon spectrometer for a luminosity of
1034 s−1cm−2 according to [17]. Photon rates are highest in the innermost part of the
inner endcap station (EI).
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Figure 5.12 Total neutron flux in a full Atlas quadrant (GCALOR – Jan03).

Figure 5.13 Photon flux in a full Atlas quadrant (GCALOR – Jan03).
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Turning again to the average neutron efficiencies for the various regions and chamber types
given in Table 6.4, we see that the average efficiency changes from 2 10 in the barrel to 5 10
in the outer part of the big wheel and up to about 10 10 at the inner radius of the forward
region. The higher values, as we have seen, are due to the more intense hard neutron component
of the spectrum. However, to avoid double counting with protons fluences, it is better to exclude
the contribution secondary protons. The rightmost column in Table 6.4 shows the average
efficiencies excluding neutrons with energy above 10 MeV. The MDT values vary then from 1.1
to 3.0 10 .
In summary, for all the MDTs, we can use conservatively the value of 3.10 . In addition, the
table shows that folding the same efficiency curve with the FLUKA spectrum instead of the
GCALOR spectrum can give up to a factor 1.5 higher average efficiency. That factor can be
taken as an estimate of the uncertainty on the average efficiency which is related the shape of the
spectrum, in turn dependent on the transport program. The average efficiency used so far in
calculation involving MDTs was 5 10 . The values we can quote for RPC, CSC, and TGC are
2.0 10 , 1.2 10 , and 5.0 10 respectively. They can be compared to the value of 1.0 10
used so far in calculation for all three types of chamber. Table 6.11, at the end of the section,
summarizes all efficiencies.

6.2.3 Efficiency for photons

6.2.3.1 Single plane efficiency

The single plane efficiency for photons in the MDT chambers is shown in Figure 6.16.
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Figure 2.15: Approximate total MDT count rates in Hz/cm2 for a luminosity of
1034 s−1cm−2. The values shown are based on the latest background simulation [17], which
takes into account photon, neutron, proton, muon, pion and electron contributions.

in 10 years of LHC operation (108 sec), assuming a gas gain of 2 · 104 and treating all
background events as photons (N̄p.e. = 1235).
The safety factor 5 in formula (2.20) decreases if the larger pulse charge of neutrons is
correctly included. Calculations carried out by P.Nevski et al. [55] for the innermost EI
MDT chambers4 indicate that even though the count rate due to fast neutrons (En >
100 keV) is 10 times smaller than the count rate due to photons, the energy deposited by
ionization is almost equal (

∫
Eion

n /
∫

Eion
γ = 1.2) for the two types of interaction. As a

consequence the safety margin in (2.20) is 2.5 instead of 5, which has to be kept in mind
particularly when discussing ageing results.

4position z = 720 cm, r= 270 cm in fig. 2.13
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_ `(a@b�a�c�cFdfe(g)eha�ikjldfmon�g)prq(moj&s&modfb�bVa�n0thpogBehs�d�poa�mog)dfuhihthp7v�gBwo`�d�xf_zy@{|qhmoj}w~jD��j&u���_ `ha
ihthp�g)p�df����a�pop�a�n���g)d������ ��y�p�a�wothqOp
w~m�g)ehsh�Dw~`ha+xf_zy@{�p�womogBehsh�(��j&elw�dfgBehg)e(s0dfu)ukw~`ha�m�a��=thgBmoa�n
q�dfmodfbVa�w~a�mopO���}�}��g)p0uBjldfnha�n���m�j&b�dfe�a��Dwoa�moehdfu�y��h��������u)a�d}ehn[gBp>poa�elw�w~j,w~`(aOb�a�c�cFdfehgBeha
i j&dfmonhp��r_ `ha¡��m�p�w qhdfm~dfb�a�woa�m�¢���m�p�w���i(gBw�j}�Zw~`ha:p�w~m�g)ehsl£¤qhm�j3�DgBnha�p�wo`ha�p�a�wowog)ehs+��j&mYwo`ha�¥�y@�
v�`hg)��`���jfe=womoj&uBp�w~`ha¦y��(¥§w~`hm�a�po`(j&u)n¨�}dfu)t(af©Ywo`hg)p��}dfuBtha1��dfe[ika1�}dfmogBa�nª��m�j&b¬«��&­}®,¯�°±w~j
�&­ ] ¯�°²g)eªp
w~a�qhp�jf�:��b���³z��j&mEa��(dfb�qhuBaf��wo`haV�}dfuBtha�´.µf�O��jfmomoa�poqkj&ehnhp+w~j,dOwo`hmoa�po`hjfu)nªjf�
«
�&­�®=¶�´.µ&�¸·Y�&¹:« ^ �O¯�°��¨_ `ha�y�¥��ºg)elwoa�s&mod}w~gBj&eªsld}woa¦�Fdfe�ika¦��`hj&poa�eKika�w»vYa�a�e¼�<dfehn�®=­
½Z¾ g)e#p�woa�q¨jf�@�D�¿­ ½¸¾ �O_ `haÀnha��Ádft(uBwE�fd}u)tha�g)p�´3­ ½¸¾ ��_ `ha1n(a��Ádfthu
w�n(g)po��`hdfmos&aÂ¢Ám�theªnhj.v�eÃ£
��thm�moa�e=w��fd}u)tha@g)p¤®h�Ä­EÅ¸Æ|dfehn1��dfeÀmodfehs&a@��moj&bÇ���%®�Å¸ÆÈw~j�É�� ^ Å¸ÆWg)eÀp
w~a�qhp�jf�Êµ��¿É�Å¸Æ��7Ë¡wo`ha�m
qhmojfs&m~dfb�bVdfihu)a:q�dfmodfbVa�w~a�mop ��jfe=womoj&u w~`ha�_�¥��Tw~g)b�a¡b�aFd}pothm�a�b�a�elwF�7_ `ha�b�aFdfehgBehs0jf�Êw~`(a�poa
q�dfmodfbVa�w~a�mop�g)p aÌ�(q(uÍdfgBeha�n�g)e¦��sfthmoa�®h�Ä���

measured time (ns) =25* (coarse time)+25/32*(fine time)

matching window

search window
mask window

trigger hit time

count rollover

trigger offset

ÎRg)s&thm�a�®h�Ä��³7¥�a���e(gBw~gBj&e1��j&m�wo`ha�w~g)b�a�b�aFdfp�thmoa�bVa�elw~p�q�dfmodfbVa�w~a�mop��

_ `(a�¯�Ï&Ð
Ñ�Ò�Ó¡Ô ½ÖÕ=× ÓWnha���e(a�p�w~`(a�w~g)b�a@g)elw~a�m��}dfuÖgBeÀv�`hgB��`¦`hgBwop dfmoa¡��j&ehp�g)nha�moa�n1w~j0bVd}w~��`
w~`ha�w~m�g)s&sfa�m�v�`hgBu)a�w~`(a ¾.Ø ÏlÙ}Ñ�ÒOÓ:Ô ½ÖÕD× ÓÚ��jfe=womoj&uBp w~`ha�v�g)ehn(j3v|g)e�v�`hg)��`�`hg
w~p@dfmoa�b�aFdfp�thmoa�n¸�
_ `ha�Ñ ×3ÛÃ½ ÐEÙ ×}Ü�Ü�×�ÝDØ Ù�dfehnªw~`(a1Ð�Ù}ÔÁÞDÞ Ø Ù ×fßÖß¸¾.Ø Ð�q�d}m~dfb�a�woa�mop+�(�ªwo`ha¦p�w~dfm�wog)ehs,qkj&g)elw�jf��w~`ha
�}dfmogBj&thp�w~g)b�a�v�g)ehnhj.v�p¡v�g
w~`Omoa�p�q a���w�wojÀw~`(a+w~m�g)s&sfa�m@pog)sfe�dfuà� _ `(a�¯�Ï ¾�á Ó:Ô ½ÖÕD× Óânha��heha�p�d
w~gBbVa�v�gBehnhj.v¼ika���jfmoa w~`ha womog)sfs&a�m�wog)b�a�v�`ha�moa w~jEu)jDj&ã���j&mr`hgBwopäw~`�d�w7bÀdFå�`hd.�fa:jfihpo��thmoa�nÀ`hg
w~p
g)e�w~`ha:bÀd}wo��`hg)e(s+v�g)e(nhj.v��ry¡u)u�wo`ha�p�a�q�dfmodfbVa�w~a�mop�d}moa¡sfgB�&a�e1g)eV��j&t(mopoa@w~gBbVa@��j&t(e=wop�¢à�f­Eehp~£��
_ `ha¡ika�`hd.�DgBj&thm�j}�Öw~`(a¡_�¥��Kb�thp
w�d}u)pojEika¡qhm�j&s&m~d}bVb�a�n�ilåV��`(j�j&p�g)ehsEw~j+bVa�dfpothm�a@wo`ha:wog)b�a
j&e�w~`ha Ü�Ø Ï Õ Ô ½ Þ Ø.Õ Þ Ø �hjfe�wo`ha�Ð�ÙfÏlÔ Ü Ô ½ Þ Ø.Õ Þ Ø j&m�w~j�bVa�dfpot(moa�w~`ha�v�gBn(w~`�jf�zw~`ha�p�g)s&e�d}u7¢�Ð�Ô�¯ Ø
×�ÝDØ Ù�Ð�ÒhÙ Ø3¾ Ò ×�Ü�Õ £��7_ `ha�nha��Ád}thuBw���`hjfg)��a�gBp�w~j>bVa�dfpot(moa�w~`ha�uBaFdfnhgBehs0a�n(s&a+j}�Rwo`ha�pog)sfe�dfuà�

Ë�eh��a�w~`ha���j&e(��s&t(m~d}wog)j&e0`�d}pri a�a�e�q a�m���j&m�bVa�n¸�lg)eh��j&b�g)ehs@w~mogBs&s&a�mop7dfm�a a�e�dfi(u)a�n�dfe(n�nhd}w�d
��j&uBu)a���w~gBj&e¦�Fd}eOp
w�dfm
wF�

_ `(a¦� �h��µÂm�a���a�gB�fa�p0dOpog)sfe�dfur��moj&bæd}eªa��Dw~a�moe�d}uYw~m�g)s&sfa�m�nha��DgB��a¦dfe(nªnhg)p
w~m�g)iht(woa�pEgBwEw~j
w~`ha�_�¥��WgBe�dfe�dfp�åDeh��`hm�j&ehj&t(p:v�d.å#¢�j&e�w~`ha���m�p�w��Ádfu)uBg)ehs�a�nhs&a�jf�zw~`(a+gBe=woa�m�e�dfu¸��u)jD��ã1jf�zw~`ha
� �h�±��j&u)uBj.v�g)ehs�w~`(a¡w~m�g)s&s&a�mYp�g)s&ehdfuç£Ì�rè¡dF�Dg)ehs�ehj�g)e���j&mobVd}w~gBj&e>j&e1w~`(a¡g)elwoa�moehdfuÖ��u)jD��ã�¢çv�`hg)��`
g)eªwo`ha1a���qka�m�g)b�a�elw0v�g)uBu¤ika¦moa�uÍd}woa�nªwoj�w~`ha¦bVdf��`hgBehaÀwog)b�g)ehs=£�g
w�g)p�eha���a�popodfm�åéw~j,b�aFdfp�thmoa
w~`ha0wog)b�a�ika�w»vYa�a�e/w~`ha0womog)sfs&a�m�d}ehn,w~`ha0��u)jD��ã�a�n(s&a>poa�e(nhg)ehs¦wo`ha>p~dfb�a�w~m�g)s&sfa�m�p�g)s&e�d}uäg)e<d
��`�dfehe(a�u¤jf��d�_�¥��ê��j&eheha���woa�néwoj�wo`ha>p~dfb�aV� �h��µ(�V_ `haVe=thb�i a�mEj}��vYj&monhpEg)e,wo`haVa��&a�e=w
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110 APPENDIX A. MDT RESPONSE AND TRANSFER FUNCTIONS

A.4 Front end electronics: Tail cancellation

In section 2.2.5 it was shown that the current signal induced in the anode wire of a drift
tube by a single ion cluster has the form

I(t) = − q

2 · ln (b/a)
· 1

t + t0
. (2.17)

(2.17) is characterized by a long tail towards large t, which is unwanted in high rate condi-
tions since it leads to pile-up and an effective shift of the signal baseline.

R 1
R 2

C

Figure A.4:
Pole-zero filter network

A pole-zero filter as shown in figure A.4 can be used for tail
cancellation. The transfer and response functions for such a
circuit are

T (p) =
p + 1

τ1

p + 1
τ2

and (A.9)

gδ(t) = (
1

τ1
− 1

τ2
) · e−t/τ2 + δ(t) (A.10)

with τ1 = R1 ·C and τ2 = R1·R2·C
R1+R2

. A Pole-zero filter transforms an exponential e−t/τ1 into

e−t/τ2 with τ2 < τ1. Drift tube signals following (2.17) can be approximated by a sum of
exponentials; several pole-zero networks are then used to obtain optimal tail cancellation.

A.5 Response function for the MDT ASD-lite

The voltage response for the amplifier-shaper combination of the MDT prototype electron-
ics was simulated with the program PSPICE3; it is shown in figure A.5. The numerically
obtained function can be parametrized as

gδ(t) = p1 ·
(

t

τ

)3

· e−t/τ + e (p2−p3·t) + e (p4−p5·t) with (A.11)

3PSPICE simulation courtesy of C. Posch, Boston University

Figure A.5: ASD-lite voltage response to a δ-like current input pulse (PSPICE simulation).
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Figure 1: Horizontal cut of the TAPIRO fast source reactor with a general view of the experimental channels and
of the Thermal column cave.
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