Female Circumcision in Somalia (Overall Review)
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In 1981, an extensive field investigation into female circumcision was conduc-
ted in Somalia. This research was authorized by the Dean of the Faculty of Medi-
cine of the National Somali University and the data were collected by three female
students of the same faculty.

2497 subjects (comprising women and children) were interviewed, mostly in
Mogadishu. We designed a questionnaire to clarify the most significant patterns
related to this custom from three points of view: anthropological, medical and
sociopsychological. The main results of this research are the following (Table 1):

— the practice of female circumcision, even today, is universal in Somalia;
the percentage of circumcised women is 99.3%; infibulation is the commonest
type of circumcision used. The age of operation varies from birth to 15 years;

— the custom includes many complications; they are: immediate, post-
menarcheal, at marriage and post-partum;

— attitudes of Somali women towards this custom are positive; they favour
maintenance of the practice in the country and expect their daughters to be cir-
cumcised.

_ The second part of the research consisted in a detailed analysis of the follo-
wing points:

— in the Anthropological sector: evolution of the excissory custom in Somalia
and the methods used to perform it, in an urban environment (Grassivaro Gallo
e Marian Abdisamed 1985: 311; Grassivaro Gallo e Viviani, in press).

— in the Bio-medical sector: consequences of the operation on the woman’s
health and the relation between infibulation and sexual maturity (Grassivaro Gallo
1985a: 239).

— in the Social sector: opinions about the custom expressed by women and
future medical and nursing operators in the field (Grassivaro Gallo 1985b: 133;
Grassivaro Gallo 1986a: 71).

— in the Psychological sector: what the operation means to girls of school
age and what psychological connotations they attribute to the circumcised and
non-circumcised woman (Grassivaro Gallo e Moro Boscolo, in press).

A film-strip was also made on this point (Grassivaro Gallo e Viviani 1985;
Grassivaro Gallo e Viviani, 1986).

To conclude this research all the material collected in the field and the results
obtained from the various elaborations have been put together in a monograph
in Italian language (Grassivaro Gallo, 1986b).
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